
The Ants 

So when she arrived, it was said  
[to her], "Is your throne like this?" She said, "[It is] 
as though it was it." [Sulayman said], "And we were 

given knowledge before her, and we have been 
Muslims [in submission to Allah ]. 

Sulayman عليه السالم was so humble, even though he was given countless blessings, and Allah increased him. 
Sulayman عليه السالم wanted to check the intelligence of Balqis; how did she condone worshipping the sun? The 
test that he devised was to have her throne disguised, by making small changes in the colour and decor, and 
gauge her reaction. Why were they worshipping the sun? 
Because the shaitan beautified this evil act in their eyes, 
so that it seemed the right thing to do. 

Deep inside us, 
we all know the 
truth. Because 
of this, you will 
be guided if you 
dig deep 
enough into 
your heart. This 
is your main 
capital. The 
baby is born a 
Muslim, and 
then the parents 
and 
environment 
change him. 
The truth is 
slightly disguised, but Allah gave us an intellect, which points us to 
the 

right 
way.  When you use your mind, you will find 
the truth.

Balqis came from Sab’a two month journey.  
Now she was to be tested for her 
intelligence. She had left her throne securely 
guarded, and there it was front of her, looking 
a bit different, but unmistakably hers. 

Balqis arrives with her entourage, and when 
she went past her throne, she was asked 
whether it was her throne. She was so 
shocked, but she kept her cool and 
answered very ambiguously and 
diplomatically, saying it is as though it was. 
She didn't show her shock and surprise, had 
full control of her emotions. Her reaction was 
very proper and balanced. 
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The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل 
: said عليه وسلم

َما ِمْن َموُْلوٍد إاِلَّ يُوَلُد َعَلى اْلِفطْرَِة، 
رَاِنِه أَْو  فَأَبَوَاهُ يَُهوَِّداِنِه أَْو يُنَصِّ

َساِنِه، َكَما تُنْتَجُ اْلبَِهيَمُة بَِهيَمًة  يَُمجِّ
وَن ِفيَها ِمْن َجْدَعاَء َجْمَعاَء َهْل تُِحسُّ

صحيح البخاري ، حديث 1358#
Every child is born with a true 
faith (i.e. to worship none but 
Allah Alone) but his parents 
convert him to Judaism or to 

Christianity or to Magainism, as 
an animal delivers a perfect baby 
animal. Do you find it mutilated?



Our reactions are sometimes so intense and exaggerated, Balqis was very moderate in her reaction. She 
recognized the throne as hers, but she was not sure what was expected of her, so she spoke only a few 
words, like the female ant. She passed the test of her intelligence with flying colours. She didn't lie or 
exaggerate; her answer could be taken for a yes or a no, so it could not be held against her. 

Her manner amazed Sulayman عليه السالم. She has a sense of guidance, so she could be made to see the 
truth. The more he tested her, the more amazed he was. This is why she was a queen even though she was a 
woman. 

This was a test for Sulayman عليه السالم as well. When you see someone successful in any field, at that split 
second, you can forget what Allah gave you. So he reminded himself that he was given knowledge before this, 
as he was made a Muslim, which is the greatest blessing. He appreciated what he had been given. When we 
see disbelievers, we are so amazed by their advancement. But don't forget you have been given the greatest 
gift, that of Islam. 


