
The Ants 

Said one who had knowledge from the Scripture, "I 
will bring it to you before your glance returns to 

you." And when [Solomon] saw it placed before him, he said, "This is from the favor of 
my Lord to test me whether I will be grateful or ungrateful. And whoever is grateful - 

his gratitude is only for [the benefit of] himself. And whoever is ungrateful - then 
indeed, my Lord is Free of need and Generous." 

The power of knowledge was more powerful than the ifreet from the jinn. The command of Allah is more swift 
than anything. So the throne of Balqis reached Ash-Sham 
from Al-Yemen. 

Sulayman عليه السالم saw the throne appear before his 
eyes, placed firmly, as if it belonged right there in his 
palace. 

For us to make du'a for a gigantic thing to be transported 
to us, or for us or be taken to a faraway place, is not 
suitable, but for Sulayman عليه السالم this was a suitable 
du'a. 

For any command of Allah, ask Him to make it 
established for you. 

This was more than Sulayman had asked for. He wanted 
the throne brought to him before two months, when Balqis 
would reach there, but it appeared in the blink of an eye. 

Allah is the Most Rich, the Most Generous. He will give 
more than what you ask for. When you see the result of 
your du'a, this is a crucial time. Now comes the test of shukr, which is more difficult than the test for sabr. 
When your du'a appears before you in the tangible form, the shukr, like the sabr, must be at the first strike. 

If you are proud, this may result in the reversal of 
the blessings. When Allah gives you a blessing, 
something is required from you too. You must feel 
so inadequate to express your gratitude to Allah. 

The word for ingratitude, كفر, is so ugly, it must 
stop you in your tracks. 

Sulayman عليه السالم was afraid of himself, and his 
own reactions. So Allah is showing him how to 
react to a blessing. 

Allah doesn't benefit from your gratitude, or be 
harmed by your ingratitude. Your gratitude will 
benefit you, no one else, and your ingratitude will 
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harm only you. 

If you are grateful to Allah, He will give you 
more and more. Don't ever say it is enough 
for you; you are always a فقير to Allah. 

There are two kinds of shukr. One is to be 
grateful all the time, for the many things 
which Allah has given you. The special 
gratitude is for specific blessings. Don't make 
the nature of the blessing decrease your 
gratitude. 

The story of Sulayman عليه السالم shows us 
different blessings and how we should be 
grateful for them. 

Benefits from the ayah  
Knowledge is faster than the jinn.
The ability of Allah is complete and perfect.
Allah always gives more than you ask for. 
Allah subjected the jinn and scholars to 

Sulayman عليه السالم. 


