
The Ants 

Said one who had knowledge from the Scripture, "I 
will bring it to you before your glance returns to 

you." And when [Solomon] saw it placed before him, he said, "This is from the favor of 
my Lord to test me whether I will be grateful or ungrateful. And whoever is grateful - 

his gratitude is only for [the benefit of] himself. And whoever is ungrateful - then 
indeed, my Lord is Free of need and Generous." 

The duration of the majlis of Sulayman عليه السالم was one third of the day. There was someone stronger than 
the ifreet of the jinn amongst the chiefs of Sulayman عليه السالم, the scholar. His strength was his knowledge.
From all the creation, the human being is the only 
one who has been given the ability to learn. The 
angels lower their wings to the seeker of 
knowledge, because they respect the knowledge. 
Allah commanded the angels to prostrate to 
Aadam عليه السالم because of his knowledge. The 
skill of learning belongs only to insan. 

This man was a righteous scholar, with knowledge 
of the scriptures, the Divine book. His name was 
Asif ibn Barhana. 

The knowledge can be a knowledge only when it is 
from Divine sources. For any civilization to be 
advanced, it must have knowledge. For us the 
source of knowledge is the Qura'an, and this 
scholar followed the Divine book of their time. 

What specific knowledge did he have? He knew the greatest name of Allah. If you invoke Allah with His 
greatest name, He will surely respond. The names of Allah are a shortcut. When you use them, things will 
happen in the blink of an eye. The names of Allah have more power than anything else. 
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The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم heard a man saying: 
َمُد الَِّذي َلْم يَلِْد َوَلْم يُوَلْد َوَلْم يَُكْن َلُه ُكفًُوا أََحٌد  اللَُّهمَّ إِنِّي أَْسأَُلَك أَنِّي أَْشَهُد أَنََّك أَنَْت اهللَُّ الَ إَِلَه إاِلَّ أَنَْت األََحُد الصَّ

O Allah, I ask Thee, I bear witness that there is no god but Thou, the One, He to Whom men repair, Who 
has not begotten, and has not been begotten, and to Whom no one is equal

He said : 
إِذَا ُدِعيَ ِبِه أََجاَب  َلَقْد َسأَْلَت اهللََّ ِباالِْسمِ الَِّذي إِذَا ُسِئَل ِبِه أَْعطَى َو

You have supplicated Allah using His Greatest Name, when asked with this name He gives, and when 
supplicated by this name he answers.



 

This is such a privilege; from the court of Sulayman عليه 
 there was only one man with this knowledge. The ,السالم
power is with the names of Allah. The worshipper may pray 
all night, but the one with knowledge will know the 
shortcuts, so that he may worship less, and get more 
reward, because of the quality of his deeds. He will know 
the virtues of the best times and the best words. 

The power of knowledge is in the du'a. This gives you so 
much confidence. 

This knowledgeable man claimed that he could 
get the throne delivered in the blink of an eye. 
This huge throne of Balqis, fixed to the ground, 
heavy and ornate, the distance of two months of 
travel, would be in the palace of Sulayman عليه 
 in the blink of an eye. This was not السالم
something as base as magic, it was the power 
of du'a. This confidence was by trust in the 
promise of Allah. 

The knowledge of the names of Allah is a very 
noble one. It is the head of all knowledge. The 
Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم didn't hide 
anything from us, he taught us how to form our 
du'a so that it gets the quickest response. 

It is unacceptable for you to deal with Allah with 
trial and error; you must have complete and 
absolute trust in Him, believe that whatever He 
does is the best. Our du'a is often not answered because we don't trust Allah completely. 

This person in the court of Sulayman عليه السالم didn't go anywhere, he focused on his du'a, and Allah 
commanded the throne of Balqis to go to him. Our test in life is not our physical prowess, but the strength of 
our reliance upon Allah. If you remove all the means from your eyes, and depend only on Allah, things will 
happen in the blink of an eye. This is the super power.

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم heard a man saying : 
َمَواِت َواألَرِْض ذُو اْلَجالَِل َواإِلْكرَامِ  اللَُّهمَّ إِنِّي أَْسأَُلَك ِبأَنَّ َلَك اْلَحْمَد الَ إَِلَه إاِلَّ أَنَْت َوْحَدَك الَ َشِريَك َلَك امْلَنَّاُن بَِديعُ السَّ

O Allah! I ask You by virtue of the fact that all praise is due to You; none has the right to be worshiped but 
You alone, and You have no partner or associate, the Bestower, the Originator of the heavens and the 

earth, the Possessor of majesty and honor.
He said : 

إِذَا ُدِعيَ ِبِه أََجاَب  َلَقْد َسأََل اهللََّ ِباْسِمِه األَْعظَمِ الَِّذي إِذَا ُسِئَل ِبِه أَْعطَى َو
He has asked Allah by His Greatest Name which, if He is asked thereby He gives and if He is called upon 

thereby He answers.'
سنن ابن ماجة ، حديث 3858#

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم 
said : 

اْسُم اهللَِّ األَْعظَُم الَِّذي إِذَا ُدِعيَ ِبِه أََجاَب ِفي ُسَوٍر 
ثَالٍَث اْلبََقرَِة َوآِل ِعْمرَاَن َوطََه 

The Greatest Name of Allah, if He is called 
by which He will respond, is in three 

Surahs: Al-Baqarah, Al 'Imran and Ta-Ha. 
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