
The Ants 

They said : We are men of strength and 
of great military might, but the command is yours, 

so see what you will command. 

The chiefs of Balqis were very smart and diplomatic men too, they 
didn't commit themselves to any course of action. They were also very respectful of her. They listened to what 
Balqis had to say, and then they answered. 

First the spoke of their prowess, without telling her to 
go to battle directly, but implying that they were well 
equipped to fight if need be. She knew they had 
power, but they reiterated it, saying they possessed 
physical strength and power, well as fighting skills. 
The also had the equipment, and the supply chain, to 
go to battle. They gave their opinion by stating their 
qualifications. 

Balqis’s decision showed that she was a woman. 
Fighting was a quick solution for the men, but she had 

a different 
way of 
thinking, so 
she 
decided to 
send gifts 
to 

Sulayman عليه السالم, and investigate their  intention. 
She prepared huge and elaborate gifts, which required 
many men to carry. The men leaned towards a quick 
solution, fighting, but the woman will think outside the 
box. They had both the physical strength and the 
resources, and that is what gave them confidence. But 
Balqis had a different kind of strength, of planning. 
The men are direct, and the women will use indirect 
means to achieve their purpose. 

The men around Balqis had so much 
respect for her, and were so well mannered. 
Had it not been that they held her in great 
respect, they would have ousted her long 
ago. She had the qualities of leadership 
which invoked a high regard with her chiefs. 
So they left the decision to her. She had to 
be a very special woman to make all these 
men with power and wealth obey her. They 
trusted her because of her intelligence. She 
didn't let her emotions rule her, was from, 
and wanted the best for her nation. 

She was not of the opinion to fight, and they 
obeyed her. They trusted her intellect. We can 
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use their response in life, when someone of a higher position gives you importance and asks your opinion 
about something. 

If you advice someone, and they go contrary to your advice, this should not bother you. Don't be bogged down 
by unimportant details, which will prevent you from going forward. 

She said, "Indeed kings 
- when they enter a 

city, they ruin it and 
render the honored of 

its people humbled. 
And thus do they do. 

Now Balqis states he decision, based on her information. She 
didn'tagree with fighting, but she didn't want to reject their opinion 
outright, so she told them generally what happens when a 
country is conquered by armies from another kingdom. 

They were in the midst of a difficult situation, Sulayman عليه السالم 
had already commanded their submission. She knew 
annihilation was the norm in this 
situation, but Sulayman عليه السالم was 
surely the exception; he didn't want 
dunya, he only wanted them to submit 
to Allah. 

Generally, if alien armies conquer, they 
will destroy and kill and imprison, 
usurping property. They try to uproot 
the influential people there and replace 
them, by taking away their wealth, 
knowledge and property, and try more 
change the structure of the conquered 
lands. 

Balqis was a queen, with a position and 
wealth, albeit a fraction of what 
Sulayman had. 

It seems that Balqis was well informed about world affairs, 
possibly had an espionage network which kept her informed 
about what was happening outside her kingdom. She spoke 
confidently, with full awareness. 

Benefits from this ayah 
 Don't be hasty, don't judge when you are in a state of 

heightened emotions, whether fear or anger or even happiness. 

 A quality of kingship is that the queen could gauge future consequences. Balqis had a broad vision, and 
farsightedness. Her decision was based on her knowledge and experience. 

 It is allowed to take the opinion of people and then do something contrary to it. 


