
The Ants 

She said : O 
eminent ones, indeed, to me has been delivered a 

noble letter. 

This surah has many examples of the dialogues of the kings and 
queens. Their wording are very appropriate, of a high level. 
Sulayman عليه السالم gave the hudhud specific instructions, and the 
hudhud obeyed them exactly. He threw the letter, and it landed on 

the lap of Balqis. She was alone at that time, and when she opened the letter and read it, she didn't make any 
decision. She had full authority to make any 
decision, she was the queen, but her way of 
operation was that she involved all her noblemen, 
asked their opinion. Balqis had chiefs as advisers, 
she had their support. These noblemen had an 
honourable position in Sab'a, respected members 
of the state. 

Balqis asked their opinion about all matters. This 
was her political strategy; she consulted her whole 
court. These chiefs were powerful men. 

She told them she was delivered a letter. She 
didn't go into the details of how she got the letter, 
these details were not important. She may or may 
not have seen the hudhud. 

She described the letter as noble. Its appearance 
showed it had come from a great source, and she 
appreciated that. 

She described the letter as كريم, which literally means 
generous' the nobility was generously expressed from the 
appearance of the letter. The subject matter was also very 
honourable. 

It may have been written on expensive parchment, the scroll 
enclosed in a rich and ornate capsule  as was the norm for royalty in ancient times. Its outer appearance 
attracted her attention, and made her open it and read it. When she read it, the topic and words made it more 
noble. 

Another factor which made the missive so important was that it was sent by Sulayman عليه السالم. He was well 
known, a great king. 

Indeed, it is from Sulayman, 
and indeed, it reads: 'In the 
name of Allah , the Entirely 

Merciful, the Especially Merciful 

Ayah 30 and 31 tell us about the contents of the letter. It was not very long drawn out, royalty doesn't have the 
the time to read long letters, nor was it too short;  was to the point. It was in their language, explained to us by 
Allah in Arabic. 

17رمضان 1438
12.6.17



The topic of the letter was very clear. 
It was from Sulayman; Balqis didn't 
mention the name of the father, 
because Sulayman was so well 
known there was need. His position 
as a great king and a messenger was 
also well known. 

The letter began with the Basmallah, saying ِبْسم اهلل الرحمن الرحيم.  This caught the attention of Balqis. Surah An-
Naml is the only surah in which the basmallah is mentioned within the surah. Sulayman عليه السالم was the first 
person to send an official letter beginning with when basmallah; this is not something only connected to Islam. 
Beginning any action with the name of Allah is as if you are asking Him for His special mercy and blessing. 

Be not haughty with me but come to me in 
submission [as Muslims]. 

The area of Sab'a was under the authority of Sulayman عليه السالم. 
This is why the hudhud was so incredulous that Sulayman was not aware of this sun worshipping nation 

without his kingdom. Sulayman wanted to 
give them a chance to submit on their own, 
before he sent his armies to make them 
comply forcibly. 

The letter showed that Balqis was 
expected to obey the imperious command. 
In essence, Sulayman عليه السالم had told 
her not to exalt herself above him, and 
obey his command. 

An arrogant person would reject this, but the 
Queen of Sheba was very practical. If she had held 
on to her ego, she would have dismissed the letter. 
The words of the letter were simple, advising her to 
be humble, and submit to his authority. It was 
concise and precise, which was the way of royalty. 
This preserved time, and contributed to the nobility 
of the missive. It was not too brief either, and this 
was also wisdom. If she had exalted herself, it 
would prevent her from submitting to him. 

Sulayman عليه السالم invited them to Allah, he didn't 
want only to have authority over them, he wanted them to be Muslim. He didn't want them to submit to him, but 
to Allah. He didn't say اسلموا, because that would have been too harsh and inappropriate for the queen of a 
prosperous nation, albeit under his line of command. This shows his gentleness. 



The letter was from a great king to a queen; diplomatic and precise, worded appropriately. 


