
The Ants 

I found her and her people prostrating to the sun 
instead of Allah , and Satan has made their deeds 

pleasing to them and averted them from [His] way, 
so they are not guided 

 

The hudhud was a messenger to Balqis. He is very 
wise, and travels long distances. He has a crown on his 
head and looks like a king. He has  a deep knowledge 
about Allah.

The ant praised Sulayman عليه السالم, and spoke in a 
good manner. She didn't judge, and she gave 
excuses to Sulayman عليه السالم. The ants help each 
other in their community. 

The bee manufactures honey inside her stomach, 
which is a cure for all ailments. 

The sparrow hawk or shrike fasts. It was a guide for 
Ibrahim عليه السالم when he was building the Ka'abah, 
showing him where to raise the foundations; he is an 
engineer.  

These two insects and two birds all did something which Allah appreciated. 
If you are a seeker of knowledge, the ants make istighfar for you. They are 
very appreciative of knowledge. 

The hudhud spoke at length, and Sulayman عليه السالم listened to him attentively. He told him about the 
kingdom of Sab'a, their queen, and that they were sun worshippers. He mentioned that she had a great throne,  
keeping it in the indefinite form. B
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The Messenger of Allah صلى 
 : said اهلل عليه وسلم

 فضُل العالمِ على العاِبِد ، 
كفَْضلِي عَلى أدناكم ، إِنَّ اهللَ عزَّ 
وجلَّ ومالِئكتَُه ، و أهَل السمواِت 
واألرِض ، حتى النملَة في ُجْحرِها 
، وحتى الحوَت ، ليَُصلُّوَن على 

معلِّمِ الناِس الخيَر
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حكم املحدث : صحيح
The merit of the scholar over 

the worshiper is like my 
merit over the least of you. 
Verily, Allah, his angels, the 
inhabitants of the heavens 

and the earth, even the ant in 
his hole and the fish, send 

blessings upon the one who 
teaches people virtue.

Narrated Abdullah ibn Abbas رضي اهلل عنه : 
رَُد. إِنَّ النَِّبيَّ صلى اهلل عليه وسلم نََهى َعْن َقتِْل أَْربَعٍ ِمَن الدََّوابِّ النَّْمَلُة َوالنَّْحَلُة َواْلُهْدُهُد َوالصُّ

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم prohibited the killing of four creatures : ants, bees, hoopoes, and 
sparrow-hawks.
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What a crime to worship the sun. What 
made this great nation commit such a 
heinous act? The hudhud gave the reason 
for this too. 

If you really think about this, the mind 
cannot accept this action, it is odd. The 
reason is that the shaitan adorns and 
beatifies the shirk in the eyes of the people, 
so that they don't see the ugliness of their 
action. The hudhud had knowledge, he had 
the ability of going deeper than a the outer 
action. 

The shaitan makes the action look good, 
although it is ugly. This explains so many 
things about people going to the haram; it 
is because they can't see their action as 
wrong. The evil deed is beautified by the 
shaitan. 

The evil deed looks beautiful to the disbelievers, 
and they deserve this because of their disbelief. 

The hudhud couldn't directly accuse Allah, 
although He is the One who allowed the shaitan 
to beautify the sin. But that would be 
misbehaving with Allah. 

In ayah #4, Allah says He has beautified their evil deeds 
for them. But for the hudhud to say this is not correct 
behaviour. The hudhud had so much knowledge about 
Allah, and how to behave with Him. He did not attribute 
any evil to Allah. 

The means to beautify their evil deeds was the shuatan, so the hudhud accused him of it. The shaitan is the 
direct reason for this, and the disbelievers deserve this. It is actually the decree of Allah, and the shaitan is the 
direct means. 

Allah is never unjust to His slaves, the disbelievers brought it upon themselves by turning away from Allah  
first. Allah is الحليم, the Forbearing, and العليم, the All-Knower. The more the person disbelieves in the Day of 
Judgement, the more the haram will seem beautiful to him. So they will give different names to it, calling it 
fashion, art, income instead of interest..... The hudhud knows who Allah is, and he believes in Allah. 

The hudhud came straight to Sulayman عليه السالم, the authority, he didn't go around talking to others. The 
hudhud is teaching us how to behave. The ant and the hudhud have so much intelligence, and such perfect 
manners. Never destroy the reputation of people, there is always a chance that they may repent. This is why 
the hudhud mentioned the shaitan, who is our enemy. The 
human being is responsible for his actions, but the evil is 
aided by the shaitan. All this is because the don't believe in 
the Day of Judgement, this belief will put everything in its 
correct perspective. 

The hudhud gives them excuses; the shaitan was the cause, 
so this can be overcome. Sometimes we don't  realize this, 
though we have the intellect, while for the ant and the hudhud, 
this is all common sense. The hudhud really analyzed the 



situation. He is teaching us 
aqeedah. 

When they see the evil in a good 
picture, they will be averted from 
the way of Allah. 

 The truth and the way to Allah is 
one. When you learn this and apply 
it, you are on the right path. The 
mission of the shaitan is to pull you 
away from the your knowledge and 
actions. So you are on the road, 
and the shaitan tries to push you 

off, by beautifying the in shaa Allah , distracting you; you want to do good, and the shaitan and his helpers will 
try to dissuade you. 

Whoever stops a person from learning and applying his knowledge is from the army of the shaitan. Balqis and 
her nation didn't have knowledge, and their actions were wrong. The reason? Shaitan. So worshipping the sun 
seemed attractive and right. You are stopped from the right way, so you don't learn and act upon it. These are 
the steps of the shaitan, he is very patient and organized. He will lead you slowly and gently to the haram. 
Why is the shaitan assigned to them? 
Because they don't believe in the Day of 
Judgement. 

They will not be guided to prostrate to Allah, 
to worship Him. When they don't believe in 
the Day of Judgement, the shaitan will come 
to them, and he will beautify the evil to them, 
and they will be deviated upon the wrong 
way. There is no way to guidance as long as the aqeedah is corrupted. 

This surah is also called Surah Hudhud and Surah Sulayman. 

 


