
The Ants 

So [Sulayman] smiled, amused at her speech, and 
said : My Lord, enable me to be grateful for Your 

favor which You have bestowed upon me and upon 
my parents and to do righteousness of which You approve. And admit me by Your 

mercy into [the ranks of] Your righteous servants. 

All the ants obeyed the female ant 
when she announced the warning, 
as soon as she felt the vibrations 
of the approaching armies of 
Sulayman عليه السالم. Their 
civilization is so advanced, they all 
obeyed her immediately, and went 
underground, so they were all 
saved. Allah gave Sulayman عليه 
 the favour of understanding السالم
the ant's language. 

Sulayman عليه السالم heard and 
understood the words of the ant, 
and was so amazed by her 
eloquence. 

Sulayman with his huge armies 
and strength observed tiny things 
in his kingdom too. He was alert 
and enjoyed everything. Every little thing around you has a 
significance. This tiny ant made him so grateful, that he saw her and 
understood who she was saying. 

This action of the ant made Sulayman عليه السالم smile. He was actually 
laughing inside, but it didn't suit his position as a messenger and a 
king to laugh out loud, so he smiled. This shows complete and perfect 
behaviour, according to his status. 

His laughter, translated into smiling, also shows his humility. 
Sometimes not smiling can show arrogance, but his reaction to the words of the ant made him smile, showing 
his humility and absence of any arrogance. He reacted very naturally. He had a unique and great kingdom, but 
this small ant generated feelings of such gratitude in him. This ant was a commander, just like him. This made 
him so humble, even a tiny ant had a kingdom. On one side was Sulayman and his huge armies, and on the 
other side was this tiny نملة. 

The ant recognized him, knew him by name, and this also made him so grateful. He was not proud that he was 
so famous, it made him more humble and grateful. This also shows us that the ants know the people around 
them, so the ants in your home know you. 

11 رمضان 1438
6.6.17



This incident brought forth a du'a 
from his heart. When he 
announced about knowing the 
language of the birds, it was 
because he couldn't hide this, the 
birds were a part of his army, and 
he had to control them. But the 
episode with the ant was hidden, 
no one knew of it. So he made a 
du'a. 

The test for shukr is more intense 
The test than the test for sabr. For 
the ants to know you is something 
which can make anyone so proud 
and arrogant. So he made this 
beautiful du'a for the secret 
blessing. 

He asked Allah to inspire him, guide him, give him the power to be grateful. This shows ال حول وال قوة اال باهلل, there 
is no might and power except by Allah. We cannot even be grateful without Him. Sometimes we get a blessing 
which should make us grateful, but we don't feel the gratitude, so we make du'a. 

Sulayman عليه السالم was so afraid of being proud. We need the guidance of Allah to be grateful, and we need 
to welcome every blessing of Allah. He asked to be grateful for the blessing given to his parents too. When 
your child is successful, you share his happiness. So any blessing given to the child is a blessing for the 
parents. The father didn't teach him the language of the ants, but Sulayman wanted to be grateful for his 
parents too. When you get a blessing, remember your parents. However successful you become, never forget 
your parents. 

You cannot rely upon yourself to 
be able to do good deeds. You 
must ask Allah for inspiration and 
power.

Sulayman عليه السالم wanted to do 
the good deeds which would 
please Allah. 

After this incident with the ant, 
Allah opened many doors of 
goodness for him. 

We don't have an iota of what he had, and we rely on ourselves so much. He was so humble, relying only on 
Allah. So he asked for good deeds, done with sincerity, according to the commands of Allah, free from any 
form of corruption, anything which would spoil them, such as pride or arrogance or reminding someone of the 
favour. 

Sulayman عليه السالم was so humble, he implied that his good deeds and gratitude would not make him from 
among the righteous people, so he made du'a for it. Only the mercy of Allah will reform you, you cannot 
depend on your actions. 




