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So We responded to him, and We gave to him Yahya, 
and amended for him his wife. Indeed, they used to 

hasten to good deeds and supplicate Us in hope and 
fear, and they were to Us humbly submissive.

Zakaria wanted a son, so that he could follow him in da'awah for 
the Bani Israeel. He didn't have any means, he was old, and his 
wife was barren as well as elderly.

 فَاْستََجبْنَا َلُه
The barriers were removed for him straight away.

َوَوَهبْنَا َلُه يَْحيَىٰ
Allah gifted him with a son, named Yahya. All children are gifts from 
Allah, whether they are boys or girls, heathy or sick, obedient or 
disobedient. But when they are heathy and righteous, they are a 
greater gift. Don't deal with them as if they are a burden. Yahya was a 
small boy, obedient to his parents, but well versed in matters of deen. 

َوأَْصَلْحنَا َلُه زَْوَجُه 
The docus of Zakaria was on his son, not his wife, so Allah responded 
by saying He bestowed a son upon him, named Yahya. There had to 
be means by which Zakaria could have his son; nothing in dunya is 
without means. So his wife was reformed physically, her womb made 
able to conceive and bear a child. 

For instance, you ask Allah to guide your child, and in your mind, you 
already have the plans fixed, thinking of religious classes, pious 
friends. Don't think of means, ask Allah, and He will choose the best 
way for you. 

The wife who was barren and elderly, she was called إمرأءة earlier, incomplete, unable to conceive, is now 
called زوجة, she can now bear him a child. 

Allah is the One who reforms all the faults, whether they are external, regarding the physical aspect, or the 

يَا يَْحيَىٰ ُخِذ اْلِكتَاَب ِبُقوٍَّة ۖ َوآتَيْنَاهُ 
اْلُحْكَم َصِبيًّا

[ Allah ] said, "O Yahya, take the 
Scripture with determination." And 

We gave him judgement [while 
yet] a boy

َوَحنَانًا مِّن لَُّدنَّا َوزََكاةً ۖ وََكاَن تَِقيًّا
And affection from Us and purity, 

and he was fearing of Allah
َوبَرًّا ِبوَالَِديِْه َوَلْم يَُكن َجبَّارًا َعِصيًّا

And dutiful to his parents, and he 
was not a disobedient tyrant.

َوَساَلٌم َعَليِْه يَوَْم ُولَِد َويَوَْم يَُموُت َويَوَْم 
يُبَْعُث َحيًّا

And peace be upon him the day 
he was born and the day he dies 
and the day he is raised alive.
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internal aspect, regarding deen, your heart. Only Allah can do all this. How can a woman who was barren and 
old conceive? She didn't have her monthly menstrual cycle, her womb was not suitable to carry a baby, but 
Allah is able to do anything. First her womb was fixed, because Allah wanted to answer the dua' of Zakaria. 
His dua' resulted in her being physically reformed. That month, she got her menstrual period for the first time, 
and she conceived. Allah made her womb, which was disabled all her life, work for this one month. Allah can 
do everything with the command of كن, but everything in life has been made through means, they are our test. 
Never despair, Allah can fix everything. 

The three duas of the prophets mentioned in this surah are about impossible situations. The test of the 
messengers is not their da'awah, but their response to the decrees, and this is what we learn from. This surah 
is a practical demonstration of their lives. They were messengers, doing whatever Allah entrusted them with, 
and going wherever Allah sent them. 

إِنَُّهْم َكانُوا يَُسارُِعوَن ِفي اْلَخيْرَاِت 
The common factor between all the 
messengers was that they hastened to 
do good deeds. They didn't neglect 
themselves, because you can only be 
productive if you are taking care of 
yourself. The Messenger of Allah صلى 
 and the Righteous Khalifas اهلل عليه وسلم
were with the people in the daytime, 
and with Allah at night. 

You must run behind the good deeds, 
otherwise you will react negatively, 
being arrogant and proud. You must 
learn more, recite, pray, this should be your priority. These were the messengers, their focus was مسارعة, 
running to do more and more good deeds. If everyone is walking, you need to run. Don't think that if you have 
a position you don't have to improve yourself. Look at the angels, they are among the best worshippers, but 
they are not complacent with their position. The higher your level of knowledge, the harder you must work. 

🔺 The messengers competed with themselves to do more 
and more good deeds
🔺 They chose the best time for worship 
🔺  They completed the deeds, fulfilled them to the end
🔺  They didn't try to do too much, and gave up whatever 
was too difficult for them to do, from the voluntary worship. 

These were the messengers, they knew their strengths, and 
they worshipped Allah according to their capabilities. Their 
hearts were always afraid that their worship would not be 
accepted. The heart must race to Allah. Don't make worship 
a routine, deal with Allah with your heart. 

َويَْدُعونَنَا رََغبًا َورََهبًا
Not only did the messengers hasten to do good deeds, they 
also made dua'. They didn't depend on their position. Don't 
ever leave the dua', or it is as if you don't exist. Allah loves to 
hear your voice. Whenever you feel the need, make dua'. 
The one who doesn't make dua' is arrogant. We get irritated 
when someone asks us for something more than once, but 
Allah loves to hear you ask Him again and again, and insist 
in your dua'. If you don't make an effort to make dua', you 
will go through some decree which will compel you to make 
dua'. Make your voice heard in the seventh heaven. Don't wait, call out to your Rabb all the time. With dua', 
you will always hit the bullseye. 

إِنَّ الَِّذيَن ُهم مِّْن َخْشيَِة َربِِّهم مُّْشِفُقوَن
Indeed, they who are apprehensive from 

fear of their Lord
َوالَِّذيَن ُهم ِبآيَاِت َربِِّهْم يُؤِْمنُوَن

And they who believe in the signs of their 
Lord

َوالَِّذيَن ُهم ِبَربِِّهْم اَل يُْشرُِكوَن
And they who do not associate anything with 

their Lord
َوالَِّذيَن يُؤْتُوَن َما آتَوا وَُّقُلوبُُهْم َوِجَلٌة أَنَُّهْم إَِلىٰ َربِِّهْم 

رَاِجُعوَن
And they who give what they give while their 

hearts are fearful because they will be 
returning to their Lord 

أُولَِٰئَك يَُسارُِعوَن ِفي اْلَخيْرَاِت َوُهْم َلَها َساِبُقوَن
It is those who hasten to good deeds, and 

they outstrip [others] therein.
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The messengers made dua' with intense 
hope that Allah will surely answer their 
dua, and intense fear that their dua was 
not up to the level it should be.Your heart 
should not be heedless or distracted while 
you are making dua'. 

Nowadays, we have so many distractions 
and trial, which is why Allah gives us 
multiple rewards for one good deed. For 
someone to remain upon the deen is like 
holding on to a live coal. If it wasn't for the 

generosity of Allah, we would have been destroyed. It is the mercy of Allah, that He accepts our prayer even if 
we do one tiny part of it well. 

وََكانُوا َلنَا َخاِشِعنَي
Khushu' is an action of the heart. If the heart is 
submissive and humble, the body will also 
submit, you will be at rest. This happens when 
you have knowledge of Allah, His perfect names 
and attributes. Then you will not see people, only 
Allah behind all the actions. You will be safe in 
your cocoon, nothing will be able to disturb your 
heart. 

When your heart is submissive, you will be 
tested. There will be distractions, and 
disturbances, but that is the test. There is no 
challenge when everything around you is perfect. 

And [mention] 
the one who 
guarded her 

chastity, so We 
blew into her 

[garment] 
through Our 

angel [Gabriel], and We made her and her son a sign for the worlds.

Maryam عليها السالم was not a messenger, she was a worshipper, a truthful devotee. Her position is lower than 
that of the messengers, but higher than the other worshippers. She was a worshipper in different kinds of 
situations. In this Surah, Allah tells us what made her special. 

َوالَِّتي أَْحَصنَْت فَرَْجَها
Maryam was a chaste lady, she made a 
fortress around her, protecting her chastity, and 
she didn't leave any means. She secluded 
herself in a faraway place, she didn't interact 
with men, except Zakaria عليه السالم, her uncle, 
who was in charge of caring for her well being. 
Maryam was not sad about her situation, Allah 
had accommodated her, and she was happy in 
her seclusion and worship. 

فَنَفَْخنَا ِفيَها ِمن رُّوِحنَا 
Allah wanted her to have a sin, in a way that made her and the baby a sign of the ability of Allah. So she was 
made to conceive in a unique way. Allah sent Jibreel in the form of a man, to her place of worship. She was so 



shocked to see him, because no one but Zakaria visited her, specially not men. So she immediately sought 
refuge with Allah. Jibreel informed her that he was an angel, sent for a task, which further shocked her. 

َوَجَعْلنَاَها َوابْنََها آيًَة لِّْلَعامَلنَِي
Maryam was tested for her chastity. Eisa عليه السالم was conceived without the normal relation between a man 
and a woman. He was a miracle, a sign of the ability of Allah. Jibreel blew into her sleeve, and this went into 
her. She conceived without any exposure. No one saw her even when she delivered. This conception is not 
possible for anyone else. It was unique, immaculate. Allah dealt with her with such gentleness. The obedience 
and devotion, her reliance upon Allah, made her a sign of Allah too. People worship her son, calling him the 
son of god, because of the way he was conceived. 

Everyone in the world knows the story of Maryam and Eisa عليه السالم. You can ask a fire worshipper, and even 
he will be aware of it. It is a very visible sign of Allah. 

Indeed this, your shariah, is one 
religion, and I am your Lord, so 
worship Me.

ِذِه أُمَّتُُكْم أُمًَّة َواِحَدةً  إِنَّ هَٰ
Allah addresses the people; don't be rigid, accept all the messengers. We are all only one group. All the 
messengers brought one message, ال إله إال اهلل. They all called the people to Allah, not to themselves. Follow 
only قال اهلل وقال الرسول. These messengers are your leaders. Though they are all different, came at different 
times, in different places, but they all upon the same aqeedah. 


