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The scholars didn't go into too much detail about the trail of 
Sulayman عليه السالم, because we don't know what exactly 
happened. The main thing to consider is that Sulayman عليه السالم 
returned to Allah in repentance after his trial, when he realized his 
mistake. 

One action can be light for a person, but very heavy and a great 
sin for another. It depends on your level of faith. The mistakes of 
the messengers were magnified 
because of their high level of 
faith. Sulayman عليه السالم had a 
unique kingdom and powers, so 
the trial was great too. 

The dua that Sulayman عليه 
 made for a kingdom the السالم
likes of which no one was given 
is a unique dua only for him. 

The wind that Allah subjected to 
Sulayman عليه السالم 
carried him 
wherever he 
commanded. This 
was part of the 
dominion that Allah 
bestowed upon him. 
The wind obeyed 
him because he was 

an obedient slave of Allah. 

In Surah An-Naml, Allah tells us 
about the armies of Sulayman 
 which comprised of ,عليه السالم
men, jinn, birds. 

They were all displayed in front 
of him every morning, and he 
knew them all, which is why he 
noticed when one hoopoe bird 
was missing. The hoopoe bird 
explained that it was late 
because it saw a nation with a 

queen, and they worshipped the sun. (27:16-26)

The army of Sulayman عليه السالم would stand on a platform or carpet, and the wind would carry them wherever 
in the world Sulayman عليه السالم commanded. The wind was very swift and stormy. 

And of the devils were those 
who dived for him and did 

work other than that. And We 
     were of them a guardian.

يَاِطنيِ َوِمَن الشَّ
The شياطني can be from several creations. The verb َشطََن means anyone who goes contrary to the goal. شيطان is 
a universal word, meaning :

َقاَل رَبِّ اْغِفْر لِي َوَهْب لِي ُمْلًكا الَّ 
يَنبَِغي أِلََحٍد مِّن بَْعِدي ۖ إِنََّك أَنَت 

اُب اْلوَهَّ
He said, "My Lord, forgive 

me and grant me a kingdom 
such as will not belong to 
anyone after me. Indeed, 
You are the Bestower."

سورة ص 
38:35

إِنَّ ِعفِْريتًا ِمَن اْلِجنِّ َجَعَل يَفِْتُك َعَلىَّ اْلبَارَِحَة 
الَةَ َوإِنَّ اهللََّ أَْمَكنَِني ِمنُْه  لِيَْقطَعَ َعَلىَّ الصَّ

فَذََعتُُّه فََلَقْد َهَمْمُت أَْن أَْرِبطَُه إَِلى َجنِْب َساِريٍَة 
ِمْن َسوَاِري امْلَْسِجِد َحتَّى تُْصِبُحوا تَنْظُرُوَن 
إَِليِْه أَْجَمُعوَن - أَْو ُكلُُّكْم - ثُمَّ ذََكرُْت َقوَْل أَِخي 
ُسَليَْماَن رَبِّ اْغِفْر لِي َوَهْب لِي ُمْلًكا الَ يَنْبَِغي 

ألََحٍد ِمْن بَْعِدي . فَرَدَّهُ اهللَُّ َخاِسئًا 
A highly wicked one amongst the Jinn 
escaped yesternight to interrupt my 

prayer, but Allah gave me power over 
him, so I seized him and intended to tie 
him to one of the pillars of the mosque 

in order that you, all together or all, 
might look at him, but I remembered 

the supplication of my brother 
Sulaiman:" My Lord, forgive me, give 

me such a kingdom as will not be 
possible for anyone after me" (38:35)

 541a# صحيح مسلم ، حديث

َوُحِشَر لُِسَليَْماَن ُجنُوُدهُ ِمَن اْلِجنِّ 
َواإْلِنِس َوالطَّيِْر فَُهْم يُوزَُعوَن

And gathered for Solomon 
were his soldiers of the jinn 

and men and birds, and 
they were [marching] in 

rows.
سورة النمل 

27:17



! oppressive
! exceeding the boundaries
! far from the destination

The shaitan can be from the jinn, human being, or animal. Jinn can be from the 
believers and the rebellious. Those who are rebellious are called the شياطني الجن, 
the devils from the jinn-kind. The disobedient human beings are called
 the devils from the human-kind. They are more powerful than the ,شياطني اإلنس
jinn, because they are tangible. The animals who are rebellious are also from 
the شياطني. Any creature with a rebellious character is from the shaitan. 

 
Sulayman عليه السالم had the 
transport and the slaves to 
work for him. He controlled the 
wind and the slaves. 

We are not allowed to deal 
with jinn, only the magicians 
communicate with them, and 

us them for their evil trade. But Sulayman عليه السالم was not a magician. The jinn in his time taught people 
magic in their own time, after they finished their work for 
Sulayman عليه السالم, but he was not involved. We know 
this because Allah tells us this fact in the Qura'an. 

َمن يَُغوُصوَن َلُه

The jinn shayateen in the army of Sulayman عليه السالم 
had a specific task, they dived into the depths of the 
ocean for him, places where no human being can go, 
and retrieved the treasures from the ocean bed, jewels 
and treasures things which we cannot even imagine. 
Jinn are created with fire, and they dove under the water, 
needing no breathing equipment. 

The word يغوصون is derived from the verb غاَص, to dive, 
come down and be immersed in. The rebellious jinn 
obeyed Sulayman عليه السالم and dived for him. 

َويَْعَمُلوَن َعَماًل ُدوَن 
ذَٰلَِك 

They also did other 
work, which such as 
building monuments 
and buildings, houses, 
arches, statues, huge 

pots, etc. They built the 
Beit Al-Maqdis in Jerusalem. They were subjected to all this menial work. 

Sulayman عليه السالم got all this after he went through a trial, returned to Allah 
in repentance, and made dua. All the other messengers are slaves of Allah, 
while Sulayman is a king slave. 

شياطني
شيطان
َشطََن

! خالَف عن قصده 
! ظََلَم

! تجاوز الحد 

! بَُعَد 

يَاِطنُي َعَلىٰ ُمْلِك ُسَليَْماَن ۖ َوَما َكفََر ُسَليَْماُن  َواتَّبَُعوا َما تَتُْلو الشَّ
ْحَر َوَما أُنِزَل َعَلى  يَاِطنَي َكفَرُوا يَُعلُِّموَن النَّاَس السِّ َولَِٰكنَّ الشَّ

امْلََلَكنْيِ ِببَاِبَل َهاُروَت َوَماُروَت ۚ َوَما يَُعلَِّماِن ِمْن أََحٍد َحتَّىٰ يَُقواَل 
إِنََّما نَْحُن ِفتْنٌَة فاََل تَْكفُْر ۖ فَيَتََعلَُّموَن ِمنُْهَما َما يُفَرُِّقوَن ِبِه بنَْيَ 

يَن ِبِه ِمْن أََحٍد إاِلَّ ِبِإذِْن اهللَِّ ۚ  امْلَرِْء َوزَْوِجِه ۚ َوَما ُهم ِبَضارِّ
َويَتََعلَُّموَن َما يَُضرُُّهْم واََل يَنفَُعُهْم ۚ َوَلَقْد َعلُِموا مَلَِن اْشتَرَاهُ َما َلُه 

ِفي اآْلِخرَِة ِمْن َخاَلقٍ ۚ َوَلِبئَْس َما َشرَْوا ِبِه أَنفَُسُهْم ۚ َلوْ َكانُوا 
يَْعَلُموَن

And they followed [instead] what the devils had 
recited during the reign of Solomon. It was not 

Solomon who disbelieved, but the devils disbelieved, 
teaching people magic and that which was revealed 
to the two angels at Babylon, Harut and Marut. But 

the two angels do not teach anyone unless they say, 
"We are a trial, so do not disbelieve [by practicing 

magic]." And [yet] they learn from them that by which 
they cause separation between a man and his wife. 
But they do not harm anyone through it except by 
permission of Allah . And the people learn what 
harms them and does not benefit them. But the 
Children of Israel certainly knew that whoever 

purchased the magic would not have in the Hereafter 
any share. And wretched is that for which they sold 

themselves, if they only knew.
سورة البقرة 

يَْعَمُلوَن َلُه َما يََشاُء ِمن مََّحاِريَب 
َوتََماِثيَل َوِجفَاٍن َكاْلَجوَاِب َوُقُدوٍر 

رَّاِسيَاٍت 
They made for him what he 
willed of elevated chambers, 

statues, bowls like 
reservoirs, and stationary 

kettles.  
 سورة سبأ 
34:13 

(Part of a longer ayah)



The shayateen of the jinn were so afraid of Sulayman عليه 
 ,he would sit on his throne, leaning on his stick ,السالم
watching them work, and they would continue working. When 
he died, no one realized for a year that he was dead. This is 
so amazing it makes us think how his family didn't notice he 
was dead. He remained on his throne, while the jinn worked, 
until the termites ate away at his stick, and his body fell. The 
shayateen had wasted a year of their lives working 
unbeknown. This shows us that the jinn don't know the 
unseen. 

وَُكنَّا َلُهْم َحاِفِظنَي
Allah gave Sulayman عليه السالم the power, but it was from 
Allah. He protected Sulayman عليه السالم from the harm of the 
jinn. They all obeyed him, didn't rebel against him, because of 

Allah, He was the Guardian. Everything is by the power and protection of Allah. He is الحافظ الحفيظ, the 
Guardian and Protector. The magicians deal with the jinn and are in constant danger, its like playing with fire; 
but Allah protected and guarded Sulayman عليه السالم from the jinn, they were unable to rebel and harm him. 
Allah prevented them, and also protected them from being themselves. 

Allah can transform the fire into roses, He can subject the jinn to whomever He wishes, and make them do 
humiliating work. This shows the power and might of Allah. He subjected the most rebellious creation, 
protected them from harming Sulayman and being rebellious. They were unable to disobey Sulayman عليه 
 .السالم

And [mention] Job, when he 
called to his Lord, "Indeed, 
adversity has touched me, 

      and you are the Most Merciful of the merciful."

The ayah begins with 
the end of the story of 
Ayyub عليه السالم. The 
messengers had the 
most intense trials. Allah 
never tests anyone 
beyond their capacity, 
and only He knows your 
capability. The story of 
Ayyub عليه السالم is 
mentioned in Surah 
Saad also, in much the 

same words. 

َوأَيُّوَب
There are many versions of the story of Ayyub عليه السالم in 
the إسرائيليتات, the stories of the Bani Israeel. Ayyub عليه 
 was a prophet of the Bani Israeel, and he was السالم
blessed with all kinds of wealth, such as fields, livestock, 
properties, children. He lives the best life, and enjoyed 
these blessings for 70 years. 

Then his test began, with a fire which destroyed his fields 
and livestock. Them slowly, one by one, all his blessings 
disappeared. His children were sitting one day, eating, 
and the house feel upon them, killing them all. He knew 
he was being tested, and remained patient throughout. 

ا َقَضيْنَا َعَليِْه امْلَوَْت َما َدلَُّهْم َعَلىٰ َموِْتِه إاِلَّ َدابَُّة  فََلمَّ
ا َخرَّ تَبَيَّنَِت اْلِجنُّ أَن لَّوْ  اأْلَرِْض تَأُْكُل ِمنَسأَتَُه ۖ فََلمَّ
َكانُوا يَْعَلُموَن اْلَغيَْب َما َلِبثُوا ِفي اْلَعذَاِب امْلُِهنيِ

And when We decreed for Solomon death, 
nothing indicated to the jinn his death 

except a creature of the earth eating his 
staff. But when he fell, it became clear to 

the jinn that if they had known the unseen, 
they would not have remained in 

humiliating punishment.
سورة سبأ 

34:14

َواذُْكْر َعبَْدنَا أَيُّوَب إِذْ نَاَدٰى َربَُّه 
يْطَاُن ِبنُْصٍب  ِنيَ الشَّ أَنِّي َمسَّ

َوَعذَاٍب
And remember Our servant 
Job, when he called to his 
Lord, "Indeed, Satan has 
touched me with hardship 

and torment."
سورة ص 

38:41

إنَّ نبيَّ اهللِ أيُّوَب لبث به بالؤُه ثمانيَ عشرةَ سنًة ، فرفضه 
القريُب والبعيُد ، إالَّ رَجَلنْي من إخواِنه كانا يغدوان إليه 

ويروحان ، فقال أحُدهما لصاحِبه ذاَت يومٍ : تعلُم واهللِ لقد 
أذنب أيُّوُب ذنبًا ما أذنبه أحٌد من العاملني ، فقال له 

صاحبُه : وما ذاك ؟ قال : منذ ثمانيَ عشرةَ سنًة لم يرَحْمه 
ا راحا إلى أيُّوَب لم يصِبِر الرَّجُل  اهللُ فيكِشَف ما به ، فلمَّ

حتَّى ذكر ذلك له ، فقال أيُّوُب : ال أدري ما تقوالن غير أنَّ اهللَ 
تعاَلى يعلُم أنِّي كنُت أمرُّ بالرَّجَلنْي يتنازعان ، فيذكران اهللَ 

فأرِجعُ إلى بيتي فأُكفُِّر عنهما كراهيَة أن يُذَكَر اهللُ إالَّ في حقٍّ 
، قال : وكان يخُرجُ إلى حاجِته فإذا قَضى حاجتَه أمسكته 

ا كان ذاَت يومٍ أبطأ عليها  امرأتُه بيِده حتَّى يبُلغَ ، فلمَّ
وأُوحي إلى أيُّوَب أن ارُْكْض ِبرِْجلَِك َهذَا ُمْغتََسٌل بَارٌِد َوَشرَاٌب 
فاستبطأته ، فتلقَّته تنظُُر وقد أقبل عليها قد أذهب اهللُ ما به 
ا رأته قالت : أْي بارك اهللُ  من البالِء وهو أحسُن ما كان ، فلمَّ
فيك ، هل رأيَت نبيَّ اهللِ هذا املُبتَلى ، واهللِ على ذلك ما رأيُت 
أشبَه منك إذ كان صحيًحا ، فقال : فإنِّي أنا هو : وكان له 

عيِر ، فبعث اهللُ  أنَدران أي ( بيدران ) : أنَدُر للقمحِ وأنَدُر للشَّ
ا كانت إحداهما على أندِر القمحِ أفرغت فيه  سحابتنَْي ، فلمَّ
عيِر الوِرقَ  الذَّهَب حتَّى فاض ، وأفرغت األخَرى في أندِر الشَّ

حتَّى فاض
الراوي : أنس بن مالك | املحدث : األلباني | املصدر : 

السلسلة الصحيحة
الصفحة أو الرقم: 17 | خالصة حكم املحدث : صحيح



All his wealth was gone in the blink of an eye, and the intensity of the test increased. His health was also taken 
away, he developed leprosy, which affected His whole body, except his tongue and his heart. Even his organs 
were affected. The people forsook him, and left him in a garbage dump. He couldn't even use water to wash 
his body. No one wanted to associate with him because of his appearance and the smell. No one visited him, 
except for his wife, and two of his brothers. 

He remained in this state for 18 years. This gives console to people with afflictions, nothing can be more than 
the affliction of Ayyub عليه السالم, no one can face what he bore. This was a test, it was not because he sinned, 
or was ungrateful. His wife served him, and questioned it, but he said he had enjoyed a blessed life for 70 
years, and this was nothing, so he bore everything patiently. He said that Allah had taken away everything 
which could distract him from the remembrance of Allah, and left his heart and tongue, is that he could worship 
Allah with these two organs. Ayyub عليه السالم was so grateful and appreciative for this. 

Through the 18 years, everyone abandoned him, while for 70 years he has a position as a wealthy prophet of 
the Bani Israeel, and everyone had looked up to him. Don't attach to people, they will leave you. Only Allah 
stays with you throughout your trials and tests. You know your real friends in times of trouble. 

His two brothers speculated that he must have committed some great sin for Allah to have reduced him to this 
condition, and told them their opinion when they visited him. But Ayyub عليه السالم told them he has passed by 
two men arguing, and has asked for their forgiveness. He refused to believe he was being punished. We must 
not judge people in this way, by their condition, jumping to conclusions. 

The wife of Ayyub عليه السالم was reduced to working as a servant to be able to feed him, but eventually no one 
wanted to hire her because they were afraid they would be infected with leprosy. So she cut her long and 
beautiful hair and sold those to buy food. She asked Ayyub عليه السالم to make dua to Allah. 

إِذْ نَاَدٰى َربَُّه
When Ayyub عليه السالم found out how his wife was affected, he relented and made dua to Allah. He feel into 
sujood and beseeched Allah. 

رُّ ِنيَ الضُّ أَنِّي َمسَّ
He didn't complain, even when he was making dua. 
He didn't question why he was enduring these 
troubles. He didn't behave badly with Allah, and only 
said that the harm had touched him. He made التوصل, 
connecting with Allah, by stating his condition. 

This story should shut all our mouths. There can be 
nothing as difficult as what Ayyub endured. His story 
is one of patience and gratitude. He was afflicted from 
all around him. Imagine how people behave with Allah 
at the smallest problem. But Ayyub never even 
mentioned that Allah tested him. To attribute any 
hardship to Allah is misbehaviour. We believe in the 
Qadr of Allah, but we cannot accuse Allah. So Ayyub 
only said that the harm touched him. Imagine the 
level of his faith. All the tribulations were as a touch 
for him. Even in such dire circumstances, his dua was 
full of etiquette. 

Your wealth is not like that of Sulayman, and your 
troubles are not like those of Ayyub, so you have no 
reason to be arrogant or impatient. All this time, 
Ayyub could do nothing else, but he praised Allah with 
his tongue, and worshipped Him with his heart. 

Ayyub عليه السالم attributed the shaitan for all this, saying :
يْطَاُن ِبنُْصٍب َوَعذَاٍب  ِنيَ الشَّ {34:81 : ص}  Indeed, Satan has touched me with hardship and torment  أَنِّي َمسَّ

الِحجامُة على الرِّيقِ ، أمثَُل وفيِه شفاٌء ، وبرََكٌة ، وتزيُد في 
العقِل ، وفي الِحفِظ ، فاحتِجموا على برََكِة اهللَِّ ، يوَم الخميِس 
بِت ، ويوَم  واجتِنبوا الحجامَة ، يوَم األربعاِء ، والجمعِة ، والسَّ
األحِد ، تحرِّيًا واحتَجموا يوَم االثننيِ ، والثُّالثاِء ، فإنَُّه اليوُم 

الَّذي عافى اهللَُّ فيِه أيُّوَب مَن البالِء ، وضربَُه بالبالِء يوَم 
األربعاِء ، فإنَُّه ال يَبدو جذاٌم ، وال برٌص إالَّ يوَم األربعاِء ، أو ليلَة 

األربعاِء
الراوي : عبداهلل بن عمر | املحدث : األلباني | املصدر : صحيح ابن ماجه

الصفحة أو الرقم: 2825 | خالصة حكم املحدث : حسن
Cupping (hijama) on an empty stomach is best. 
In it is a cure and a blessing. It improves the 
intellect and the memory. So cup yourselves 
with the blessing of Allah on Thursday. Keep 
away from cupping (hijama) on Wednesday, 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday to be safe. Perform 
cupping (hijama) on Monday and Tuesday for it 
is the day that Allah saved Ayyub from a trial. 

He was inflicted with the trial on Wednesday. You 
will not find leprosy except (by being cupped) on 

Wednesday or Wednesday night.  



Allah protected Sulayman عليه السالم from the shayateen of the jinn, but Ayyub عليه السالم was tested by the 
shaitan. This is the wisdom of Allah. Both were messengers. We cannot say one was better than the other. We 
cannot say that Allah favoured Sulayman and punished Ayyub. Allah gave us examples of sabr and shukr. 
Allah knows which test is suitable for whom. We couldn't take these tests, but they could. The higher the 
status, the more intense the test. There is no comparison between the tests. 

َوأَنَت أَرَْحُم الرَّاِحِمنَي
Ayyub عليه السالم made tawassul with the names of Allah, approaching Allah with His name the Most Merciful, 
from those with mercy. He didn't ask for anything, just stated his condition, and praised Allah with His perfect 
names. It was as if he was saying to Allah to give him from His mercy. 

So We responded to 
him and removed what 

afflicted him of 
adversity. And We gave 

him [back] his family 
and the like thereof 
with them as mercy 

          from Us and a reminder for the worshippers [of Allah ].

فَاْستََجبْنَا َلُه
As soon as he made the dua, Allah responded. The difficult years of the life of Ayyub عليه السالم is not 
mentioned in the Qura'an, it may have been too painful for us to read. So Allah tells us the story in light words, 
in a way which we can bear. 

فََكَشفْنَا َما ِبِه ِمن ُضرٍّ
Allah told Ayyub to take an action, to run, even a little. The response of Allah 
is associated with your action. Take the means. So he ran a few steps, 
which was all he could manage, and a spring of cold water appeared under 
his feet. 

In a difficult time, don't sit and feel sorry for yourself, do something. Be a 
part of the cure. This is similar to what Allah told Maryam when she gave 
birth, that she should shake the palm tree. (19:23)

Allah instructed Ayyub to wash with the cold water, and drink it too. This was 
the treatment for leprosy. The respite came from inside and outside, the 
same way the trial came. As soon as he washed with the water, and drank it, his sickness disappeared. 

This was a story of extreme sabr and extreme shukr. 

ذَا ُمْغتََسٌل بَارٌِد  ارُْكْض ِبرِْجلَِك ۖ هَٰ
َوَشرَاٌب

[So he was told], "Strike [the 
ground] with your foot; this 
is a [spring for] a cool bath 

and drink."
سورة ص 

38:42






