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الحرص على العلم 
Eagerness to Acquire Knowledge  

The student of knowledge must have a greed 
and eagerness to acquire it. The human being 
has a greed, and this must be directed in the 
right direction. Don't be greedy with us you, 
direct your greed to become an eagerness to 
acquire knowledge. 

It is not important what your position is with the teacher, you must go to the study circles to acquire knowledge 
for the sake of Allah. Sometimes you start with the correct intention, and along the way, you deviate into 
wanting to get close to the teacher. Focus on the knowledge all the time. You must be the same in the study 
circle, whatever the time and place, whoever the people are. Struggle to keep your intention correct, and you 
will not become extreme. 

Do the maximum that you can. Think of acquiring knowledge as if you are 
inflating a ballon, if you fill too much air in it, it will burst, and if fill it too less, it 
will be limp. So fill your heart with the maximum level, not too much, nor too 
less, according to your capacity. Don't be satisfied with less if you have the 
ability to do more. 

Everyone has different capabilities and responsibilities. Don't pressure 
someone, let them decide. Everyone must take it at their own pace, but your 
responsibility is to push yourself to your maximum level. This is between you 
and Allah. Don't bring people into the equation, or you will encounter 
obstacles. The seeker of knowledge must be above wanting the approval of 
people. 

When your faith is less, and you need encouragement, Allah deals with you 
differently. Don't overburden yourself, or you won't be able to continue, and 
you will be restless and angry. Balance is essential with knowledge. Anything 
you do for the sake of Allah should not be a burden, it should make you 
happy. Take baby steps when you come to deen initially. If you do more than 
your ability, you will not be able to continue, and you will lose what you have 
learned. 

Allah wants your worship to be continuous, even if it is less. Only you can decide your capacity, according to 
your situation, there are so many factors involved. When you fill yourself to your maximum capacity, you will be 
able to see the sicknesses of your heart, which will become apparent to you. 

If you come to the study circle, and the teacher isn't there yet, wait for her. This is generally the case, as Allah 
is testing the teacher and the students. For the teacher, the test is whether she cares about Allah, or is 
embarrassed by her students. The students will be rewarded for their patience, and it will reform their ego. 

If you have different teachers, you must not leave and go to attend the class of the teacher who is already 
there. This is part of the etiquettes of the student. It also protects the heart of the teacher. This can create 
enmity between the teachers. We are all humans, so we must close the door to anything which can lead to bad 
thinking, as this can lead to an obstacle in learning.

When you see the teacher resting, or busy with something else which is important, don't ask for permission to 
enter. She will not refuse, but the student herself must be considerate. If you ask her, she is obliged to allow 
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you to come, so it is your responsibility to wait until she is free. She might be asleep, if it is night, and you want 
to call, is you must leave the matter you want to ask her about until evening. You must be patient. This is how 
the Sahabah behaved. All these manners show your eagerness to learn. 


