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األمر السادس  
مسارعة ومبادرة السلف إلى ترك 

املنهيات  
The Sixth Matter  

The Haste and Initiative taken by the 
Salaf in Abstaining from the Forbidden 

Matters  
The Salaf, the Pious Predecessors, hastily left whatever was forbidden by Allah. Their haste in doing good and 
abandoning the evil was amazing. It is difficult to sometimes leave a forbidden matter which you are used to 
doing. But they obeyed unquestioningly.  

To swear by their ancestors was a common practice in 
the time of Al-Jahiliyah, but when Umar bin Al-Khattab 
 صلى heard this from the Messenger of Allah رضي اهلل عنه
 he didn't make excuses and delay his ,اهلل عليه وسلم
obedience; he never swore by his forefathers again. 

An amusing story regarding this was when a man who 
was used to taking oaths as was the practice of the 
time, had the habit of swearing by the Messenger of 
Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم. He was advised by another 
regarding this Hadith, whereupon he again swore by the 
Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم, saying والنبي, that he 

wouldn't swear! This shows how the tongue can get used to saying certain words, and its a struggle to unlearn 
them, it becomes unintentional. 

With Umar bin Al-Khattab رضي اهلل عنه, he stopped immediately, he didn't allow his tongue to ever slip. This 
shows the determination of the Salaf, they took great care of their knowledge. They were very particular about 
the halal and haram. This is how you should be, it may be that some act is included in your culture and habit, 
but if it is harm, you must quit it immediately. 

Another practice in the times of Al-Jahiliyah was the rampant consumption of alcohol, to the extent that most of 
the men were addicted to it. Anas Ibn Malik رضي اهلل عنه had a servant, who had poured him a drink, and was 
serving it to him, when the prohibition for alcohol came into effect by Allah. Imagine a man, addicted to alcohol, 
and he was about to be served, anyone would go ahead, and say this was his last drink. But Anas رضي اهلل عنه 
stopped immediately. 

The Arabs in the time of Al-Jahiliyah were indulging freely in alcohol, but when the command prohibiting it 
came, they threw all their stores of alcohol away immediately. At that time, the streets of Madinah flowed with 
alcohol which everyone threw away. This was their obedience. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم said : 
إن اهلل تعالى ينهاكم أن تحلفوا بآبائكم، فمن كان حالفًا، 

فليحلف باهلل، أو ليصمت
متفق عليه ، رياض الصالحني ، كتاب #18، حديث 1707#

Allah has prohibited you from taking an oath by 
your fathers. He who must take an oath, may do 
so by swearing in the Name of Allah or he should 

remain silent.



The Messenger of Allah صــــلى اهلل عــــليه وســــلم was the ruler, so 
he had the authority to take drastic steps, such as 
throwing the ring away. 

This ring was halal for the man to use in some other way, 
such as to gift it to his wife, or sell it and use the money 
for something else. But the man would not think of taking 
something that the Messenger of Allah صــــــــــــلى اهلل عــــــــــــليه وســــــــــــلم 
threw away. 

This was their عــــــــــــــــــمـل, they did exactly what the Messenger 
of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم did and said. 

Abdullah bin 'Abbas رضي اهلل عنه reported:
The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم saw a 
man wearing a gold ring. So he pulled it off and 

threw it away, 
 saying :

يعمد أحدكم إلى جمرة من نار فيجعلها في يده !
One of you takes a live coal, and puts it on his 

hand.
It was said to the man after Messenger of Allah 
 had left: Take your ring (of gold) صلى اهلل عليه وسلم
and utilize it, whereupon he said : No, by Allah, I 

would never take it when Messenger of Allah 
 .has thrown it away صلى اهلل عليه وسلم
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