
سورة الكهف  
Do not confidently 
state anything for 
the future, even 
for a small thing, 
that you will do it, 
because there is 
no guarantee. You 
are not in control 

of anything; 
everything is with the will of Allah. 

Anything happens only with the 
will of Allah. The will of Allah, مشيئة اهلل, comes before your will. 
You cannot do anything separate from the will of Allah. This is 
the third level of the belief in the Decree, the others before it 
being the knowledge and the writing. The stage which comes 
after the will of Allah is the creation, in which Allah creates the 
action and its means. If Allah wills you to write, for instance, He 
will make you lift the pen, and give you the ability and will to 
write. 

If you say إن شاء اهلل, you are depending on the will of Allah, 
connecting with it. When you use the name of Allah, your 
intention must be to want to do the act; if there is an obstacle, 

you are not to blame. But you cannot use the name of Allah lightly, when you actually don't intend to 
do something, and are trying to avoid it.

When you say إن شاء اهلل, Allah makes the action easy for you, because you rely on Him. Allah will 
also put بركة or blessing in the action. 

  
This is how you always return to Allah, by remembering Him. When you don't know, or forget, there is 
always a u-turn to Allah. If you don't say إن شاء اهلل, then you are depending upon your own power 
and ability. It is as if you make up for your ignorance and forgetfulness by remembering Allah. This 
forgetfulness is also a nurturing, to make you return to your Lord, and no one else. 

This is mentioned in the middle of the story of the Dwellers of the Cave, because that story is about 
the trial of the religion, and this is also a distraction. We can take this as a general rule also; when 
you forget a worship, make it up when you remember.

You must hope in Allah that He will guide you. Your Rabb, your Reformer and Nurturer is the One you 
must remember, and He will guide you.

The boys used the word [رََشًدا] when they asked Allah to prepare a guidance for them, in ayah 10. 
They were going through a very difficult situation and needed guidance in all their actions. In normal 
situations you must draw close to Allah and the guidance. 

This is the conclusion of the story of the Dwellers of the Cave. Allah made their number clear, and 
also the duration of their stay in the cave. 

بََّك إِذَا  إاِلَّ أَن يََشاَء اهللَُّ ۚ َواذُْكر رَّ
 نَِسيَت َوُقْل َعَسىٰ أَن يَْهِديَِن َربِّي

ذَا رََشًدا أِلَْقرََب ِمْن هَٰ
Except [when adding], "If Allah 
wills." And remember your Lord 

when you forget [it] and say, 
"Perhaps my Lord will guide me to 

what is nearer than this to right 
conduct." 

18:24 

 َوَلِبثُوا ِفي َكْهِفِهْم ثاََلَث
 ِمائٍَة ِسِننَي َوازَْداُدوا ِتْسًعا

And they remained in their 
cave for three hundred 
years and exceeded by 

nine 
18:25  



They settled in their cave, as if it was named for them. The number of boys is less confusing than the 
number of years, but the confusion was about the number, not the duration. We could never know the 
duration accurately, if Allah had not told us. Allah tells us precisely that they stayed for 309 years. It is 
not an estimated amount, nor a round figure, but an exact amount of years. In the number 309, the 9 
is the miracle; Allah knows the unseen. 

Allah tells us everything we need to know, so do not investigate details from other religions or books. 
The stories taken from the Jewish stories are called إسرائيليات (Israelites). Whatever Allah revealed in 
the Qura'an and Sunnah is exactly what we need, not more nor less. In some cases, Allah gives us 
so many details, because we need them; in some matters, we are given the bare details. 

 

Allah knows all the information; we are told only some of the 
details. This can be understood by thinking of your own children; 
sometimes you tell your child not to do something, without telling 
him the reason, because that information might affect him in a 
negative manner, or is unsuitable for him to know, or could be 
misunderstood. 

The things revealed in the Qura'an and Sunnah are those that we 
need to know, so focus on them, and you will get all the 
information and details you need for dunya and akhirah. Do not 
run after information which will not benefit you. 

Everything belongs to Allah, the seen and unseen. The unseen of 
the heavens includes the angels, and the unseen of the earth 
includes the Devils. Some غيب is known by us but not seen, and 
some غيب you don't know and cannot see. Allah is the Owner of 
all the غيب. We don't even know everything Allah creates; aliens 
might exist after all. 

When you read this surah, you are taken from one place to another, seeing and hearing the 
characters. It fills you with amazement that you are experiencing the unseen, which is past. The 
words of Allah are the verses of the Qura'an, Allah spoke with these words. The fact that Allah 
portrays the unseen to you with His words, shows His perfection, and increases your belief in Him. 

Allah gently brings whatever question you have in your heart in front of you, so that you are not hurt 
or embarrassed. 

You have no close friend and ally or supporter or guide 
except Allah. The concept of ولي is very vast. Everyone 
else besides Allah is weak, disabled and needy. Allah is 
 .the Everliving, the One who never dies ,الحي ال يموت
Believe in Allah and He will be your ولي, He will do 
everything for you without you asking. 

You can see والية اهلل, the companionship  and support of 
Allah, in the story of the Dwellers of the cave. Allah took 
care of everything for them. The cave was perfectly 
positioned for them, with the wind and sun in perfect 
proportions.  

The dunya is a lowly thing, of poor quality, for those 
who don't know Allah. Allah wants the best quality for 
His believing slaves; Al Firdaus, the highest and best 
place in Jannah, the ceiling of which is the throne of 
Allah. Your value is not your material possessions. The 
boys in the cave left all the worldly luxuries behind for the sake of Allah, and He customized their 

 ُقِل اهللَُّ أَْعَلُم ِبَما َلِبثُوا ۖ َلُه َغيُْب
َماَواِت َواأْلَرِْض ۖ أَبِْصْر ِبِه  السَّ

 َوأَْسِمعْ ۚ َما َلُهم مِّن ُدوِنِه ِمن َولِيٍّ
 واََل يُْشرُِك ِفي ُحْكِمِه أََحًدا

Say Allah is most knowing of 
how long they remained. He 

has [knowledge of] the unseen 
[aspects] of the heavens and 
the earth. How Seeing is He 
and how Hearing! They have 

not besides Him any protector, 
and He shares not His 
legislation with anyone 
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The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم 
said : 

َلْو َكانَِت الدُّنْيَا تَْعِدُل ِعنَْد اهللَِّ َجنَاَح بَُعوَضٍة َما
 َسَقى َكاِفرًا ِمنَْها َشْربََة َماٍء 

 َوِفي اْلبَاِب َعْن أَِبي ُهَريْرَةَ . َقاَل أَبُو ِعيَسى َهذَا .
 َحِديٌث َصِحيحٌ َغِريٌب ِمْن َهذَا اْلَوْجِه
جامع الترمذي، حديث # ٢٣٢٠

If the world to Allah was equal to a 
mosquito's wing, then He would not 
allow the disbeliever to have a sip of 

water from it.



cave for them; this is a miracle. Make your priority your religion, not the dunya; do not sacrifice and 
compromise your religion for the dunya. 

Do not associate anyone with Allah, by putting someone equal to Him in your heart. No one is with 
Allah in His decrees and plans; He does not need anyone in His judgement, commands and decrees. 
He is the only One who judges, and this is a great blessing, because our Rabb is the Most Merciful, 
and the Most Just. 

 


