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There is no blame upon you 
for that to which you 

[indirectly] allude concerning 
a proposal to women or for 

what you conceal within 
yourselves. Allah knows that 

you will have them in mind. But 
do not promise them secretly 

except for saying a proper 
saying. And do not determine 

to undertake a marriage 
contract until the decreed 

period reaches its end. And know that Allah knows what is within yourselves, so beware of Him. And 
know that Allah is Forgiving and Forbearing. 

This ayah is about the rules of sending a marriage proposal to the lady who is in her iddah period. She cannot 
marry while she is in her iddah. Allah calls the women in the situation of iddah as النساء, normal women, not 
stamped by titles of widows and divorcees. 

The iddah of the woman whose husband has passed away is four months and ten days, which is one-third of 
the iddah which was observed in al-jahiliyah, the time of ignorance, before the advent of Islam.

It is always possible to remarry, start a new life after the death of a husband, or a divorce. People will say there 
is no chance for a widow or a divorced woman to remarry, and sometimes they will say an unmarried girl who 
is a little order has no chance of marriage any more. You must think good of Allah, and not put obstacles. 

Allah addresses the men, assuring 
them that there is no sin if they think 
of marrying a widow while she is still 
in her iddah. 

Islam is a very practical religion. The 
Sahabah were always very 
concerned about the things which 
were allowed, and they were very 
conscious of committing sins, even by 
thinking of something which was not 
allowed. They never wanted  to 
violate the rules. 

The word ِخطبة, marriage proposal, is 
derived from the verb َخطََب. Two 
words used in the mainstream 
language come from this verb, ُخطبة, a 
speech, and ِخطبة, a marriage 
proposal. Both are matters of great 
importance. The Friday khutbah is so 
great in position, that you can do nothing but listen to it while it is being presented. In the 
same way, the marriage proposal carries great importance. 



The man cannot propose to a lady and then 
withdraw his proposal. They are not allowed to play 
with the feelings of the woman. 

At the same time, the family of the woman cannot 
ignore proposal which came first and they indicated 
their acceptance, in favour of a better proposal 
which came later.

There are two ways in which the marriage proposal can be 
given. 
🔺  ,directly, by going to the guardian of the woman  تصريح
and proposing clearly.
 Indirectly, by hinting to the woman or her  تعريض��
guardian. 

During the iddah period, to propose directly is not allowed, the man can only hint about the marriage proposal. 
The woman must respect her husband who has passed away recently, but she doesn't have to die for him. The 
rules of Allah are suitable for everyone, until the Day of Judgement. 

Remarriage of widows was so common amongst the early Muslims. A Sahabiah named Asma bint Umais  
married three Sahabah; first she was married to Ja'afar, then when he died, Abu Bakr married her, and after he 
passed away, A'li married her. They called her Mubrakah, the blessed one. 

The early Muslims never left the women unmarried, not even a widow or a divorced woman. Life must go on, it 
cannot stop with death or divorce. Don't ever underestimate the laws of Allah. 

The man can hint to one who's husband has passed away, indirectly, that he wants to marry her after her iddah 
is over. He can, for instance, tell her that there are many men who would like to marry her, or that she should 
inform him when her iddah is over. He can also hint to her guardian, but he cannot express his intention to 
marry the woman directly, not even to her guardian. This is in honour of her condition. 

Allah always mentions the women in a group, as a respect, so Allah says خطبة النساء . She is a normal woman, 
not to be pitied, or feared as cursed. Culture makes things difficult and complicated. So Allah calls them all 
women, not widows or divorcees or maidens. 

The man can also keep his 
intention to marry the 
woman in his heart, if he 
doesn't think it is 
appropriate to share it in 
her situation. It is not haram 
to think of marrying someone in the future. He can plan to propose to her after 
her iddah is over. 
To think of 
marriage is not a 

sin, but to think of a woman and admire her for 
any other reason is haram. 

When you really fear Allah, you will not violate His 
rules, even in your thoughts, and in your heart. 
The rules are all according to human nature; we 
have emotions and desires. This rule is because 
Allah knows His slaves. He knows that the men 
will talk about the widows. This is why He allowed 
them to think of marriage and hint to the woman if 
he wants. 

َكنَنَ
🔺  hidden   أخفى
🔺  concealed  أْضَمَر

🔺   covered    َستََر

🔺  protected     وقاَء



Allah gave this rule in great detail, even telling us what to think. When the man wants to marry a woman, he 
will tell the people close to him, his mother or sister. The woman is emotionally fragile, so Allah protects her 
feelings by forbidding a direct proposal during iddah. 

Now Allah puts down more rules. The man 
cannot promise her marriage secretly 
during her iddah either. Nowadays this is 
so easy, all it takes is a WhatsApp 
message, so convenient. But this is not 
allowed. The woman may finish her iddah, 
and expect him to marry her, but he may 
have moved on. So Allah forbade the man 
from proposing secretly as well. 

Illegal relationships, like boyfriend and 
girlfriend, hurt the girl more than the boy 

when the break up. The girl can easily slip with soft and romantic words. Then if he jilts her, she is devastated, 
while the boy is not affected. 

The only thing allowed is the indirect proposal, by hinting about your intention, with good words. This is not a 
direct promise, nor is it secret. 


