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Our Lord, I have settled some of my descendants in an 
uncultivated valley near Your sacred House, our Lord, that they 
may establish prayer. So make hearts among the people incline 

toward them and provide for them from the fruits that they might 
be grateful. 

Allah inspired Ibrahim عليه السالم to make the dua. He is the One who inspires everyone to make dua, and He is 
the One who accepts the dua. Allah uses the name of Allah Ar-Rabb, the Nurturer and Reformer; the dua is a 
shortcut to reform. 

Ibrahim عليه السالم make tawassul, connecting with Allah, by describing his condition. He had left his infant son 
Ismail, and his wife Hajar, in Makkah, an uninhabited desert, where there was no water, no cultivation or 
settlements. He didn't transgress his boundaries while making dua, and behaved well with Allah. He didn't say 
that Allah had commanded him to leave them there, but he said he had left from his offspring there. Ismail was 
made to settle in Makkah, while Ishaq remained in As-Sham. 

Makkah was a desert, not suitable for agriculture, even if there had been water. It was arid and inhospitable, 
uninhabited. But its position was enhanced because it was blessed, the place of the Ka'abah, the House of 
Allah. 

Allah could have chosen any place on earth, with a temperate climate, beautiful scenery, greenery, etc., for His 
House. But Allah chose the arid desert, hot and rocky, uncultivable, there is a wisdom behind it. This makes it 
easy for the people to go there only for Allah, nothing else. There is no scenery to enjoy, the climate is mostly 
uncomfortable, there is discomfort even if you live in the best of hotels, there is no other attraction but the 
Ka'abah. This makes it easier for the people to keep the correct intention. 

Ibrahim عليه السالم didn't ask for food first, because that would have been useless without deen. That was his 
first priority, so he beseeched Allah first that his offspring would establish the prayer. When this step is taken, 
then the deen will be established. The heart must connect to Allah, then you will establish the salaah. You can 
only do this when your heart stands in front of Allah. Make this the priority when making dua for your children. 

Ibrahim عليه السالم made a beautiful connection, he asked for the consequence of the establishment of prayer, 
that the hearts of people would incline towards them, to love them and Makkah. The place with no prayer is 
deserted, while the prayer results in settlement and civilization. He wanted people to settle there for the prayer. 

The hearts are in the hands of Allah. This is a good dua, because Ibrahim عليه السالم, the Father of the 
Prophets, أبو األنبياء, made it for his children. After this, he asked for the best of fruit. We must ask Allah for the 
best of provisions. In Makkah, there is no cultivation, but the best of the fruits from around the world are 
available there. 

At the end of this most complete dua, he asked for the fruits of the heart, shukr. He wanted his children to be 
grateful slaves, attributing these blessings to Allah. 



Allah made all the offspring of Ibrahim عليه السالم establishing the prayer. From Ismail عليه السالم came the 
muslims, and they are the ones establishing the prayer throughout the world, the followers of Mohammad صلى 
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