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It produces its fruit all the time, by permission of its Lord. And 
Allah presents examples for the people that perhaps they will be 

reminded. 
The roots of the goodly tree are firm and deep in the ground, 
while its branches are high, reaching for the sky. It gives fruit all 
the time, in all seasons, by the permission of Allah. Its benefits 
are continuous. This is the tangible picture. 

The faith in the heart of the believer is like a goodly tree. The roots of the faith are deep and firm in the heart of 
the believer, unshakable. The belief in ال إله إال اهلل like a tight knot deep in the heart, which cannot be undone. 
The knowledge that you acquire must be firmly rooted in your heart. This beneficial knowledge is like the rain 
from the sky, manifest in قال اهلل وقال الرسول. This is the input. 

The good deeds are like the branches of the goodly tree, the deeds which please Allah, which are done with 
sincerity, for the pleasure of Allah, following the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم. This is the 
output. We need علم and عمل together. The actions of the heart, tongue, and limbs comprise the deeds which 



are elevated, accepted by Allah. The manners of the believer are exemplary, 
elevating him. Evil deeds never give honour, but the deeds of the believer are 
elevated, reaching for the sky. This will benefit the person himself, and others too. 

The fruits come after the firmness and elevation, this is the character of the  
believer, so sweet, like the dates of the date palm. The dates are available 
throughout the year. The character of the believer is the same, through any 
situation, unchanging, in difficulty and ease, sickness and health, happiness and 
sorrow, richness and poverty. 

This is شجرة اإليمان, the tree of faith. It is not connected to people and situations, its 
produces fruits all the time, benefitting everyone. 

Allah sets forth a parable to remind us. Allah gives the intangible concept a tangible picture, so that it is easy to 
understand. 

إَِليِْه يَْصَعُد اْلَكلُِم الطَّيُِّب 
الِحُ يَرْفَُعُه َواْلَعَمُل الصَّ

To Him ascends good 
speech, and righteous 

work raises it. 
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