
  سورة الكهف
Then perhaps you would kill yourself through 

grief over them, [O Muhammad],  
if they do not believe in this message, [and] out of sorrow 

18:6

It grieved the Prophet Mohammad صلى اهلل عليه و سلم that 
even though the Qura'an was so clear and straightforward, people still did not believe in it and follow it. Allah 
consoles him and tells him not to grieve for those who do not heed the warning in the Qura'an. He صلى اهلل عليه و 
 will not be blamed for their disobedience; his mission is only to convey the message to mankind, not to force سلم
them to follow.

 فََلَعلََّك بَاِخعٌ نَّفَْسَك
The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم was so saddened by the disbelief of people, it  was as if he was killing 
himself with the grief. He warned them of the wrath of Allah, and they did not believe. He was not doing anything 
for himself, only for the pleasure of Allah. 

 َعَلىٰ آثَارِِهْم 
When you invite someone to Deen, you are eager to know if they changed, so 
you keep in touch with them. The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم was full 
of mercy for all mankind. He cared about everyone, even those disbelievers 
who maligned and mistreated him.   

ذَا اْلَحِديِث إِن لَّْم يُؤِْمنُوا ِبهَٰ
The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم was not concerned about the number 
of people who followed him. He was grieved because they did not believe in 
the Qura'an, in spite of the words of Allah being so clear.

أََسفًا
Allah cared for the feelings of His Messenger صلى اهلل عليه و سلم, to whom He had given a 
further mission. If he صلى اهلل عليه و سلم was sad about every person who disbelieved, his emotions would overtake 
him. There is no benefit in being sad about the disbelief of people when you are in da'wah, because this will sap 
your energy. 

The Qura'an is a safeguard, and our Messenger صلى اهلل عليه و سلم is an example for us to follow. 

الدنيا : اآلن و بعد
Ayaat 7-8 tell us about the dunya now, and how it will appear in the hereafter. This surah is about the trials in life. 
The place of trials is this world, the dunya. 

Indeed, We have made that which is on the earth 
adornment for it that We may test them [as to] 

which of them is best in deed 

َوَما أَرَْسْلنَاَك إاِلَّ رَْحَمًة لِّْلَعامَلنَِي
And We have not sent you, 
[O Muhammad], except as 

a mercy to the worlds
سورة األنبياء 

21:107



الدنيا اآلن
the dunya now 

إِنَّا َجَعْلنَاَما َعَلى اأْلَرِْض
affirmation  التوكيد

 creatures with no intellect  غير عاقل َما َعَلى اأْلَرِْض َما َعَلى اأْلَرِْض:  َما
The word for creatures with intellect, or عاقل, is َمْن, which includes human beings and jinn. Here, the word {ما} 
includes everything on earth. The majority of the creation on earth are غير عاقل, such as the plant and animal 
kingdom. The mind boggling variety of colours, shapes, sizes and beauty found in birds, flowers, insects, and fish 
species points to the perfection and of the ability of Allah. 

ِزينًَة لََّها
Allah make everything on earth as an adornment for it. The 'exam room', this dunya, is made beautiful for us by 
Allah. Imagine the earth  without any vegetation, animals, and seas; it would be barren and uninteresting. The 
earth was created a plain land, and Allah embellished it with all kinds of creation. All of this will be as nothing. 

Allah has put the love of all these things and relationships in our hearts; but this is a test.

  لِنَبُْلوَُهْم أَيُُّهْم أَْحَسُن َعَماًل
We need this reminder every week. Dunya is a test. 
The exam paper consists of one question  who will 
do the best deeds?

The way you approach the dunya is a test. An example 
is flowers. When you admire the beauty and perfection 
of flowers, what is your reaction? The successful 
reaction is to praise the Creator, realize His love for us, 
His perfection and beauty. 

The failure is when you admire the flowers without 
connecting to Allah; you attribute them to your planting 
it, fertilizing it, watering it. 

And indeed, We will make that which is upon it [into] a barren 
ground

 الدنيا بعد
the dunya in the hereafter 

َوإِنَّا َلَجاِعُلوَن َما َعَليَْها َصِعيًدا ُجرُزًا
The word إنا is التوكيد or affirmation. In the previous ayah, Allah said {إِنَّا َجَعْلنَا}, using the verb form, which shows 
continuity and change. Here, Allah uses the words {َوإِنَّا َلَجاِعُلوَن}, with the noun form, which denotes firmness and 
constancy. 

Whatever Allah says will surely happen to the earth in the future. All the beauty will perish. The earth will become 
barren and empty of all adornment. It doesn't come to your mind that all this beauty will perish one day, so Allah 
emphasizes it. 

On the Day of Judgment, when all creation will be resurrected, the land will be flat and white, with no landmarks. 
Everyone will be gathered on it, no one will be absent. This is the reality of dunya. 

 

َهوَاِت ِمَن النَِّساِء َواْلبَِننَي َواْلَقنَاِطيِر  زُيَِّن لِلنَّاِس ُحبُّ الشَّ
ِة َواْلَخيِْل امْلَُسوََّمِة َواأْلَنَْعامِ  امْلَُقنطَرَِة ِمَن الذََّهِب َواْلِفضَّ

َواْلَحرِْث ۗ ذَٰلَِك َمتَاُع اْلَحيَاِة الدُّنْيَا ۖ َواهللَُّ ِعنَدهُ ُحْسُن امْلَآِب
Beautified for people is the love of that which they 
desire - of women and sons, heaped-up sums of 

gold and silver, fine branded horses, and cattle and 
tilled land. That is the enjoyment of worldly life, but 

Allah has with Him the best return
 سورة آل عمران
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