
سورة الكهف  
قصة أصحاب الكهف بالتَّفِْصيل

The story of the dwellers of the cave in detail

Allah created some means for the survival of the boys 
within the cave.

 the first means : األّول

ْمَس َوتََرى الشَّ
The way of Allah in the universe for the sun, سنة اهلل في 
.is that the sun rises and sets at specific times,الكون

إِذَا طََلَعت تَّزَاَوُر َعن َكْهِفِهْم ذَاَت اْليَِمنيِ
 تميل و تنحني
inclined and move aside

The location of the cave was such that its entrance was towards the north. When the sun rose, its rays inclines 
towards the right, not entering the cave directly, or hitting the inside forcefully. There was light, which was 
essential for their survival, but indirect and filtered. 

َماِل َوإِذَا َغَربَت تَّْقرُِضُهْم ذَاَت الشِّ
تعدل عنهم و تتركهم
 pass by without touching

When the sun set, its rays inclined towards the left, not touching the entrance of the
 cave directly. 

Allah is Able to protect the boys even without any means, but He shows us that in dunya, the means are 
essential. 

 the second means : الثّاني

َوُهْم ِفي فَْجوٍَة مِّنُْه
مكان واسع
 a wide place
 
منفتح
 open

اتفتاًحا كبيرًا
 a big opening

 The cave that Allah had chosen for the boys was special indeed, with a unique structure. It was not completely
 closed, but had an aperture or opening for the circulation of the air, which was a wide hole in the cave. The air
 entering through this hole was just right for them, not a strong gust, but a gentle breeze.

ْمَس إِذَا طََلَعت تَّزَاَوُر َعن َكْهِفِهْم ذَاَت  َوتََرى الشَّ
َماِل َوُهْم ِفي  اْليَِمنيِ َوإِذَا َغَربَت تَّْقرُِضُهْم ذَاَت الشِّ

فَْجوٍَة مِّنُْه ۚ ذَٰلَِك ِمْن آيَاِت اهللَِّ ۗ َمن يَْهِد اهللَُّ فَُهوَ امْلُْهتَِد 
ۖ َوَمن يُْضلِْل فََلن تَِجَد َلُه َولِيًّا مُّرِْشًدا

 And [had you been present], you would see the
 sun when it rose, inclining away from their cave
 on the right, and when it set, passing away from
 them on the left, while they were [laying] within

 an open space thereof. That was from the
 signs of Allah . He whom Allah guides is the

 [rightly] guided, but he whom He leaves astray -
 never will you find for him a protecting guide
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 We can see this mechanism for the circulation of air in old houses in the hot desert regions of Arabia, in which
 the houses have a structure called the wind tower which brings the cool night air into the houses, and
 circulates the air throughout the day to make the heat less unbearable.

ذَٰلَِك ِمْن آيَاِت اللَّه
استجابة اهلل لِدعائهم
the response of Allah to their invocation 

  و حفظ أبدانهم و دينهم
and protection of their bodies and religion 

These means are signs of Allah. We usually forget to connect the means to Allah, so He is reminding us. The 
boys never thought of all these details, when they invoked Allah to protect them. Allah responded without their 
realizing it, by providing the best place for their protection. 

 Whenever you feel the urge to invoke Allah, do so, and He will respond so gently and subtly, that you will not
 even realize it, with the solution of your need. This solution
 does not necessarily have to be the way you envision it,
 because Allah will choose the best way for you.

If you guard yourself from doing anything disliked by Allah, 
He will protect you when you need His help. The main 
thing in life is the Deen, you must protect it. 

We must benefit from the signs of Allah. Allah wants to tell 
you that ال إٰلَه إاّل اهلل. There will be people who are guided 
and misguided; use them to increase you faith. Allah hates 
disbelief, and wants all mankind to believe. 

َمن يَْهِد اهللَُّ فَُهوَ امْلُْهتَِد
ال سبيل لِنيل الهداية إاّل من اهلل 
there is no way to guidance except by Allah 

 The ones who are guided by Allah are the ones who benefit from these signs. You must never think that you
   are already guided. You must feel a desperate need for guidance all the time.

 Guidance also depends in your heart.

َوَمن يُْضلِْل فََلن تَِجَد َلُه َولِيًّا مُّرِْشًدا
 You have to take the means of guidance, show your truthfulness by striving towards it; then Allah will guide
 you. The one who takes the way of misguidance, will not be guided. Allah does not want misguidance for us, it
 is your own choice.

 Every verse in the Qura'an is a means for guidance. This is the easy and quick way to get guidance. To learn
 from your own experience is the long and hard way. For instance, Allah tells you not to attach to anyone but
 Him. If you accept this guidance, you learn without putting yourself in hardship and anguish. If you disregard
 this message, and attach to someone rather than Allah, you have to go through heartbreak and
 disappointment before you realize it.

آيات اهلل في أصحاب الكهف 
the signs of Allah within the dwellers of the 
cave

Allah gave the boys signs within 
themselves.

َوتَْحَسبُُهْم أَيَْقاظًا َوُهْم رُُقوٌد
 أعينهم مفتوحة حتى ال تتلف
their eyes were open so that they would not 
be damaged

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم 
said :

 اِْحفَِظ اهلَلََّ يَْحفَظَْك, اِْحفَِظ اهلَلََّ تَِجْدهُ تَُجاَهَك, َوإِذَا 
َسأَْلَت فَاْسأَْل اهلَلََّ, َوإِذَا اِْستََعنَْت فَاْستَِعْن ِباهلَلَِّ 

رواه الترمذي ، بلوغ املرام ، كتاب# ١٦، حديث # ١٤٧٢ 
 Be mindful of Allah and He will protect you.
 Be mindful of Allah and you shall find Him

 with you. When you ask (for anything), ask it

َماِل ۖ  َوتَْحَسبُُهْم أَيَْقاظًا َوُهْم رُُقوٌد ۚ َونَُقلِّبُُهْم ذَاَت اْليَِمنيِ َوذَاَت الشِّ
 وََكْلبُُهم بَاِسٌط ِذرَاَعيِْه ِباْلوَِصيِد ۚ َلوِ اطََّلْعَت َعَليِْهْم َلوَلَّيَْت ِمنُْهْم ِفرَارًا

َومَلُلِئَْت ِمنُْهْم رُْعبًا
And you would think them awake, while they were asleep. 
And We turned them to the right and to the left, while their 

dog stretched his forelegs at the entrance. If you had looked 
at them, you would have turned from them in flight and been 

filled by them with terror
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Their eyes were wide open, even though they were asleep. This was a protection from Allah. If the eyelids 
were closed for so many years, their eyesight would have deteriorated. 

The cave was not far from town, but still people were not suspicious of them. 

We learn the things which are harmful for the body. Direct sunlight is harmful, but we need indirect light. The 
eyes are more protected when open that closed, which is contrary to what we normally believe. 

The boys were reclining, withe eyes wide open, so,even if someone chanced upon them, it was not a 
surprising sight; they would be not tempted to investigate further.

َماِل َونَُقلِّبُُهْم ذَاَت اْليَِمنيِ َوذَاَت الشِّ
To sleep on one side causes bed sores, so Allah turned them over from right to left. Allah did not turn them on 
their backs or stomachs, because these positions are in themselves harmful, pressing upon the internal 
organs. 

These boys were asleep for 309 years, but even in normal circumstances, Allah causes
us to turn from right to left while we sleep. Allah القيوم protects us while we are asleep. 

Allah wants us to know who He is, to love Him, believe in Him, and trust Him. Allah is Able to protect their 
religion and bodies without any means, by just saying ُكن, be. But Allah wants us to know that life is based on 
means. This is سنة اهلل في الدنيا, the way of Allah in this worldly life. In Jannah, there will be no means for the 
endless and eternal delights. 

The means are our test. If there were no means, we would easily attach to Allah. But when we have to use 
means to attain anything, it is easy to be attached to them. The estate we face is whether we believe in Allah, 
or attach to the means. When we are sick, do we run to Allah to cure us, or do we attach to the doctor and 
medicines? 

To be attached to the means is الشرك االصغر, minor shirk. 

It is easy to be amazed by the story itself, without attributing it to Allah. Nothing is impossible or amazing for 
Allah. That is why He admonishes us from before, saying :

أَْم َحِسبَْت أَنَّ أَْصَحاَب اْلَكْهِف َوالرَِّقيمِ َكانُوا ِمْن آيَاِتنَا َعَجبًا
Or have you thought that the companions of the cave and the inscription were, among Our signs, a wonder?
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حفظ اهلل لهم من الخارج
the protection of Allah for them from the outside

وََكْلبُُهم بَاِسٌط ِذرَاَعيِْه ِباْلوَِصيِد
Allah protected them with additional means, not 
connected to their bodies. Their dog was sitting at the 
entrance of the cave, with his forelegs outstretched, in 
typical guard fashion. This kept all kinds of creatures as 
well as people away. The dog was also asleep, but 
seemed awake. 

The Islamic legislation 
states that dogs can only 
be used as guards, 
hunting, and herding 
livestock, not as pets. 

The dog was not inside the cave, he was guarding the entrance. Also, this 
incident did not take place in the time of the Islamic legislation, but earlier. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم 
said : 

 َمِن اتََّخذَ َكْلبًا إاِلَّ َكْلَب َماِشيٍَة أَْو َصيٍْد أَْو زَْرٍع انْتََقَص
 ِمْن أَْجرِِه ُكلَّ يَوْمٍ ِقيرَاٌط
 .َحِديٌث َحَسٌن َصِحيحٌ

جامع الترمذي ، حديث # ١٤٩٠
Whoever acquires a dog - with the exception 
of a dog to guard livestock, a hunting dog, or 
a farm dog - each day a Qirat ( mountain load 

The Messenger of Allah 
 : also said صلى اهلل عليه و سلم
 ال تَْدُخُل امْلاَلَِئَكُة بَيْتًا ِفيِه َكْلٌب  

 واَلَ ُصورَةٌ
صحيح البخاري ، حديث # ٣٣٢٢

Angels do not enter a 
house that has either a dog 

or a picture in it.



َلوِ اطََّلْعَت َعَليِْهْم َلوَلَّيَْت ِمنُْهْم ِفرَارًا
This was another sign from Allah, a means for their protection. If anyone chanced upon the cave, and tried to 
look inside, their hearts would fill with fear, and they would run away. The sight of them, reclining with open 
eyes, would scare people away.

َومَلُلِئَْت ِمنُْهْم رُْعبًا 
Allah made the boys such that the sight of them would fill anyone who saw them with horror. 

This was added protection to keep them safe and us disturbed in the cave for 309 years. 

In short, they were protected by : 

External means : 
- The perfect location of the cave
- The indirect sunlight

Internal means : 
- Their eyes remained open
- They were turning right and left while they slept

Outer means : 
- Their dog remained in guard all these years
- Anyone who saw them was filled with horror

The dwellers of the cave had complete protection. 

We can see many names of Allah in this incident. Some of them are : 
-  the One who Guides : الهادي
- the One who Protects : املؤمن
- the One who Protects and Preserves : الحافظ الحفيظ
- the One who is Able : القادر
- the One who Gifts : الوهاب

The boys who were the dwellers of the cave belonged to 
rich families, used to living in luxury, but they gave up 
everything to protect their religion. Allah gave them honour, 
and subjected everything for them. Allah guided them to 
the best cave, and arranged all the conditions to suit them 
in the best way. 

The boys slept in the cave for 309 years, waking up 
confused as to how long they slept.

 وََكذَٰلَِك بََعثْنَاُهْم
They were asleep, which is a minor death, whereby the 
soul leaves the body. Allah describes their waking up as 
resurrection. 

    لِيَتََساَءُلوا بَيْنَُهْم
مِلعرفة الحقيقة 
They asked each other so that they would know the truth
They wondered amongst themselves about how long they 
slept. The instant of waking up brings a moment of 
amnesia. None of them knew, but they asked each other. 

َقاَل َقاِئٌل مِّنُْهْم َكْم َلِبثْتُْم
One of them asked : how long did they stay in the cave? They were there for 309 years, but did not realize it. 

َقاُلوا

 وََكذَٰلَِك بََعثْنَاُهْم لِيَتََساَءُلوا بَيْنَُهْم ۚ َقاَل َقاِئٌل مِّنُْهْم
 َكْم َلِبثْتُْم ۖ َقاُلوا َلِبثْنَا يَوًْما أَْو بَْعَض يَوْمٍ ۚ َقاُلوا
ِذِه  َربُُّكْم أَْعَلُم ِبَما َلِبثْتُْم فَابَْعثُوا أََحَدُكم ِبوَرِِقُكْم هَٰ

 إَِلى امْلَِدينَِة فَْليَنظُْر أَيَُّها أَزَْكىٰ طََعاًما فَْليَأِْتُكم ِبرِزْقٍ
مِّنُْه َوْليَتََلطَّْف واََل يُْشِعَرنَّ ِبُكْم أََحًدا

And similarly, We awakened them that they might 
question one another. Said a speaker from among 
them, "How long have you remained [here]?" They 

said, "We have remained a day or part of a day." 
They said, "Your Lord is most knowing of how long 
you remained. So send one of you with this silver 

coin of yours to the city and let him look to which is 
the best of food and bring you provision from it 

and let him be cautious. And let no one be aware of 
you 
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There were 7 boys in the group living in the cave. One of them asked the question, and the rest of the 6 
replied. 

ٍ َلِبثْنَا يَوًْما أَْو بَْعَض يَوْم
مبني على الظن كأنُّه وقع اجتباه
Their answer was based on their guess, as if they were confused
They agreed that they slept in the cave for one day or part of the day. This was not the reality, but just 
guesswork on their part. None of them was awake, so none knew what actually happened. They could only 
fathom that they slept for one day or less, not 309 years! 

َقاُلوا َربُُّكْم أَْعَلُم ِبَما َلِبثْتُْم
The turned to Allah, saying He knows the truth. This statement shows their reliance upon and belief in Allah. 
Whenever there is confusion or dispute, return to Allah, and leave the matter. Instead of discussing on and on, 
just say اهلل أعلم, Allah knows. This is an actual answer, not an evasion. 

The boys used the name of Allah - الرب, the Nurturer, the Reformer, the Disposer of all affairs. He is the One 
taking care of them, and He knows better than anyone else. They ended the discussion about the time period 
with this, and focused on more important issues. 

They had slept for 309 years, and were ravenously hungry; they now had to take care of their bodies. Food 
was now the only thing on their minds.  They decided to be practical and think of satisfying their hunger 
instead of debating the time period they slept for.

ِذِه إَِلى امْلَِدينَِة  فَابَْعثُوا أََحَدُكم ِبوَرِِقُكْم هَٰ
They decided one of them would go to get the food, while the rest waited for him to return, so that there was 
less danger of them being discovered. They made sure they had the money, in the form of currency notes. 
This shows that they belonged to an advanced civilization; paper currency is backed by gold bullion. 

They asked the boy who was going to get the food to go to the city, not a village, showing that there was a city 
market near their cave, which they must have known when they went to the cave 309 years ago. 

There would be more of a choice for food from the city. They asked him to first look around and investigate 
which food was of good quality, and also tasted good. They wanted food which was أزكى, most delicious, and 
also lawful. Nutritious and delicious food of good quality satisfies the hunger with less quantity, because the 
body receives the essential nutrients from less food, so that there is no danger of overeating. 

This group of boys had been sleeping, essentially dead, for numerous years, in a cave, but they still cared 
about the quality of the food they would consume, and wanted the best. Their surroundings were not important 
to them, but their food was. Allah has mentioned lawful and good food in the Qura'an several times, because 
the food we eat has an effect on our worship.

 فَْليَأِْتُكم ِبرِزْقٍ مِّنُْه
Their words are full of faith. They know that in order to get the provisions of Allah, they have to strive and take 
the means. Allah had arranged the whole setup in the cave for them to preserve and protect them in the best 
manner for years; there is no doubt He could have provided them with food the cave too, without them having 
to lift a finger. They had complete reliance upon Allah, which is shown by their leaving their luxurious lifestyle 
and escaping to the cave to preserve their faith. But Allah shows us that reliance upon Him involves taking the 
means. The worldly life is based on means, which are a test for us; do we attach to the means, or do we use 
them while relying on Allah to provide for us? The life in Jannah will be without any means. 

Allah guided them to the cave, but He wants them to make an effort for the food. 

َوْليَتََلطَّْف
They ask the boy who is going to buy the food to go quietly and gently. 

واََل يُْشِعَرنَّ ِبُكْم أََحًدا
They didn't want anyone to notice his presence, to see him buying the food, and maybe recognize him. They 
were afraid that if they were caught, they would be tested for their religion. The reason they escaped to the 
cave in the first pace was to preserve their religion. 



They were extremely hungry, but they still did not ask the boy going to the marketplace to run and snatch the 
food, quickly bringing it back. They gave him money, asked him to find the best quality food available, and to 
go calmly, so that no one would notice him. 

This ayah is all about taking the means, while relying upon Allah, which is true توّكل or reliance. 

إِنَُّهْم إِن يَظَْهرُوا َعَليُْكْم يَرُْجُموُكْم
The boys were convinced that if they were discovered, they would be stoned. 
This indicates that stoning might have been a way of punishment at the time 
they took refuge in the cave. 

أَْو يُِعيُدوُكْم ِفي ِملَِّتِهْم
There is always a fight between belief and disbelief. There are two scenarios 
in their mind, either they will refuse to listen to the disbelievers, refuse to 
leave their religion, and as a result, would be stoned, or they would succumb 
to the torture of stoning, and leave their belief. 

َوَلن تُفْلُِحوا إِذًا أَبًَدا
When a fitnah appears, there are two choices : either the person succumbs 

to it, falling into it, letting it affect him, and reacting to the trial, or jumps over it, not letting it touch or affect him. 
Either you absorb the fitnah, or observe it. 

The belief is like a protective armour, or a trampoline. The fitnah comes towards you, and bounces off, without 
affecting you. 

The boys know that either way, they would not benefit; whether they were stoned, or they left their religion, 
both would be a loss. 

The Deen is our way of life, we cannot give it up for the paltry trials we face nowadays. The rial,the boys had to 
face was torture; we just have to face the mockery of people. Everyone is born a Muslim. Whoever changes, 
faces the loss of the dunya and the akhirah. Islam is how our Creator wants us to life our lives. 

 وََكذَٰلَِك أَْعثَرْنَا َعَليِْهْم
The boys were discovered; but the situation was not what they imagined. 
309 years has changed the people of the area, they were now believers. 
The boys were not tortured, rather, they were honoured. This shows عزة اهلل, 
the night and power of Allah. He could have let them remain hidden, but He 
chose to give them something better, something the boys had never 
imagined. This is an action of Allah, He gave them the honour because 
they were afraid of losing their religion, and asked Allah for help. Whoever 
is afraid of anything affecting their Deen, Allah majes them a sign, 
honouring them more than they can imagine. Allah will make others benefit 
from you, and reward you. 

Everyone who reads the Qura'an knows about the Dwellers of the Cave, 
and admires them, even though they are long dead. When you do 
something for Allah, and do not compromise with your Deen, Allah gives 
you more than you can ever imagine. 

After the fitnah had passed, Allah let them be found. Now there was no 
danger to their Deen.

لِيَْعَلُموا
The story does not end here. There is a lesson to be learned from this 
incident. 

أَنَّ َوْعَد اهللَِّ َحقٌّ 
The promise of Allah is the truth, He always fulfills His promises. Allah has 

 إِنَُّهْم إِن يَظَْهرُوا َعَليُْكْم
 يَرُْجُموُكْم أَْو يُِعيُدوُكْم ِفي
ِملَِّتِهْم َوَلن تُفْلُِحوا إِذًا أَبًَدا

Indeed, if they come to know 
of you, they will stone you or 
return you to their religion. 

And never would you 
succeed, then - ever." 
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 وََكذَٰلَِك أَْعثَرْنَا َعَليِْهْم لِيَْعَلُموا أَنَّ
اَعَة اَل َريَْب  َوْعَد اهللَِّ َحقٌّ َوأَنَّ السَّ
 ِفيَها إِذْ يَتَنَازَُعوَن بَيْنَُهْم أَْمرَُهْم ۖ
بُُّهْم  فََقاُلوا ابْنُوا َعَليِْهم بُنْيَانًا ۖ رَّ
 أَْعَلُم ِبِهْم ۚ َقاَل الَِّذيَن َغَلبُوا َعَلىٰ
أَْمرِِهْم َلنَتَِّخذَنَّ َعَليِْهم مَّْسِجًدا

And similarly, We caused them 
to be found that they [who 

found them] would know that 
the promise  

of Allah is truth and that of the 
Hour there is no doubt. [That 

was] when they disputed 
among themselves about their 

affair and [then] said, 
"Construct over them a 

structure. Their Lord is most 
knowing about them." Said 
those who prevailed in the 

matter, "We will surely take 
[for ourselves] over them a 

masjid." 



promised that He is with whoever seeks His protection, asking for His help. The boys made a dua in the 
beginning, asking for His help, and Allah never disappoints those who seek His help. 

اَعَة اَل َريَْب ِفيَها َوأَنَّ السَّ
There is no doubt in the power and ability of Allah; He will surely resurrect us all. 

إِذْ يَتَنَازَُعوَن
Verb : نَزََع : to pull, as if tugging a rope

 بَيْنَُهْم
بني الناس
 between the people
 
 أَْمرَُهْم
ألصحاب الكهف 
about the dwellers of the cave 

 لهم أجر
they will be rewarded 

Everyone was saying something, as if snatching the conflict towards their side; they all wanted to have a say. 

الناس

⬇

👉 ⏩ املؤمنني   زيادة اإليمان و اليقني 
 👉 ⏩ الكافرين   حجة عليهم 

This story divides the people. The reaction to this story depends on the heart of the one who is reading it. If he 
is a believer, the story will increase his faith in the actions of Allah. The disbeliever will have the story as an 
argument against him on the Day of Judgement. Allah tells us everything clearly, 
so there is no reason to disbelieve. 

The Dwellers of the Cave will be rewarded until the end of time, whenever someone reads their story and it 
results in an increase of their faith. The people were arguing about how to honour them, when they were 
already dead, and the boys were being rewarded. Their story is mentioned in the Qura'an, which is a great 
honour. A surah is named after them. We read their story every Friday. Their story is the first one in the surah. 

The boys were afraid that their deen would be affected, so they escaped to the cave. People were arguing 
about how to honour them, whether to put up their pictures, make statues, or make a structure so that they 
could be commemorated. Nowadays, books are written about celebrities, and movies made about their lives. 

فََقاُلوا ابْنُوا َعَليِْهم بُنْيَانًا
One group of the people gave the idea of making a structure above their graves, like a tomb, so that the place 
is visible. 

بُُّهْم أَْعَلُم ِبِهْم رَّ
Allah knows their intention.

 َقاَل الَِّذيَن َغَلبُوا َعَلىٰ أَْمرِِهْم
The other group of the people were those with power and authority, and they were used to being obeyed. 

َلنَتَِّخذَنَّ َعَليِْهم مَّْسِجًدا
They wanted to make a place of worship above the cave, where they could come to rememeberes Allah, and 
also these boys and their deed. 

The boys had take refuge in the cave because they couldn't worship a Allah in their residences. They were rich 
and led comfortable lives, but left it all for the sake of Allah. Now Allah honours and elevates them, by having a 
masjid on their graves. 



If you make Allah happy, everyone is happy with you; if you make Allah angry, no one is pleased with you.

إختالف أهل الكتاب في عدد أصحاب الكهف 
The people of the book, the Jews and the Christians, disputed about the 
number of the dwellers of the cave. The believers don't dispute it, because it 
is mentioned in the Qura'an.

َسيَُقوُلوَن ثاََلثٌَة رَّاِبُعُهْم َكْلبُُهْم 
املستقبل 
The verb {َسيَُقوُلوَن} is in future tense, because people who insist on there 
being three boys in the group, the fourth being their dog, will continue to 
dispute. 

َويَُقوُلوَن َخْمَسٌة َساِدُسُهْم َكْلبُُهْم 
الحاضر 
The verb {يَُقوُلوَن} is in the present tense. This group insists that the group 
consists of five boys, the sixth being their dog. 

رَْجًما ِباْلَغيِْب 
They are only guessing the number, as if throwing a number. The word {رَْجًما} 
shows that it is falsehood.  

َويَُقوُلوَن َسبَْعٌة َوثَاِمنُُهْم َكْلبُُهْم
حاضر و صواب 
The verb {يَُقوُلوَن} is also in the present tense. This is another group, who said 
that there were seven boys, and the eighth of the group was their dog. 

The first two assumptions are falsehood, one in the future, which shows 
continuity, and one in the present. The last statement is correct, and in the 
present. This statement is separated from the word   {رَْجًما} by a {و}, which 
shows it is not falsehood. There is also a {و} between the numbers of the 
boys and the dog, which shows that this group of people knew the number of 

the boys and the dog accurately. 

 هذا ِمن اإلختالف الذي ال فائدة منهم
There is no benefit in this dispute. The number of the dwellers of the cave is not important.   

ُقل رَّبِّي أَْعَلُم ِبِعدَِّتِهم مَّا يَْعَلُمُهْم إاِلَّ َقلِيٌل
The Qura'an teaches us not to argue about unimportant things. Allah knows everything, no one knows more 
than Him, or better. Only a few people know the right number. 

Every story in the Qura'an reforms us. 

فاََل تَُماِر ِفيِهْم إاِلَّ ِمرَاًء ظَاِهرًا
Do not argue about things which bring no benefit. To know 
the numbers is not benefit you in any way. Do not guess their 
number, and do not say anything unless you are sure about 
it; just state the truth. 

واََل تَْستَفِْت ِفيِهم مِّنُْهْم أََحًدا
Do not seek a fatwa about their numbers, because it is not 
important. A fatwa or counsel must be sought only for 
something important. More than the number, their story is 
beneficial. There are some matters about which the small 
details are not needed, and waste time and energy. When 
you leave dispute, it breaks your ego, allowing you to control 
it. 

 َسيَُقوُلوَن ثاََلثٌَة رَّاِبُعُهْم َكْلبُُهْم
 َويَُقوُلوَن َخْمَسٌة َساِدُسُهْم

 َكْلبُُهْم رَْجًما ِباْلَغيِْب ۖ َويَُقوُلوَن
 َسبَْعٌة َوثَاِمنُُهْم َكْلبُُهْم ۚ ُقل رَّبِّي
 أَْعَلُم ِبِعدَِّتِهم مَّا يَْعَلُمُهْم إاِلَّ َقلِيٌل
 ۗ فاََل تَُماِر ِفيِهْم إاِلَّ ِمرَاًء ظَاِهرًا واََل

تَْستَفِْت ِفيِهم مِّنُْهْم أََحًدا

They will say there were 
three, the fourth of them 

being their dog; and they will 
say there were five, the sixth 

of them being their dog - 
guessing at the unseen; and 

they will say there were 
seven, and the eighth of 

them was their dog. Say, [O 
Muhammad], "My Lord is 

most knowing of their 
number. None knows them 

except a few. So do not 
argue about them except 
with an obvious argument 
and do not inquire about 

them among [the 
speculators] from anyone." 

18:22

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم 
said: 

 أنا زعيم ببيت في ربض الجنة ملن ترك املراء، وإن كان
 محقاً، وببيت في وسط الجنة ملن ترك الكذب، وإن كان

مازحاً، وببيت في أعلى الجنة ملن حسن خلقه
((حديث صحيح رواه أبو داود بإسناد صحيح))
رياض الصالحني ، كتاب # ١، حديث # ٦٣٠

I guarantee a house in Jannah for one who 
gives up arguing, even if he is in the right; 
and I guarantee a home in the middle of 
Jannah for one who abandons lying even 

for the sake of fun; and I guarantee a 
house in the highest part of Jannah for one 

who has good manners.



This story is about فتنة الدين, the trial of religion. Arguments happen with people who are in deen, about small 
details, which is unnecessary. Sometimes when people don't find some details in the Qura'an, they look in 
other Divine books. The Qura'an should be sufficient for you; it gives you all the details which are important 
and needed. 


