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The story of the dwellers of the cave in detail

هَٰؤاَُلِء َقوُْمنَا
 In spite of the differences between them, the boys still considered their nation as their people.

  اتََّخذُوا ِمن ُدوِنِه آلَِهًة
They had taken not one, but many other false deities as their gods. The one who does not take Allah as the 
One to worship, will be scattered amongst many deities. 

ٍ         لَّواَْل يَأْتُوَن َعَليِْهم ِبُسْلطَاٍن بنَيِّ
 They have no evidence to support their falsehood. There is no proof, legislative or otherwise, to establish this
 these false deities as gods. Therefore, these is no reason to worship them.

Everything in the universe informs us that : 
 ال إٰلَه إاّل اهلل
there is no god worthy of worship with love and magnifying except Allah.

Those who commit shirk know that their idols are not gods, but they want something tangible, in front of them, 
which they can beautify and garland and take care of. They are also very hasty, and want to see results 
quickly. The shaitan encourages them in this. 

The nation of Moosa عليه السالم knew Allah, but they wanted a manifestation, in the shape of the cow. 

ِن افْتََرٰى َعَلى اهللَِّ َكِذبًا فََمْن أَظَْلُم ِممَّ
When someone commits shirk, he lies against Allah. Allah says He is One, 
and this person worships others; this is a fabrication against Allah, an 
injustice. 

Any other religion is a fabrication and a lie, and fake stories. It is a waste of 
time, with no benefit for this world of the hereafter. 

 These, our people, have taken besides
 Him deities. Why do they not bring for
 [worship of] them a clear authority?
 And who is more unjust than one who

 invents about Allah a
 lie?

رَْك َلظُْلٌم َعِظيٌم إِنَّ الشِّ
Indeed, association [with 

him] is great injustice
31:31



The كافرين and مشركني, the disbelievers  and those who associate with Allah, lie against Allah. The believer lives 
in peace, because he doesn't need to use his energy to make up things. Belief is easy, whereas disbelief and 
innovation need a lot of work.

The boys were giving a valid reason for leaving their people. They could not live with people who fabricated 
lies against Allah. They made their reason very clear. They had nothing on common with the disbelievers. They 
left their countries, homes, families and comfort for the sake of Allah. 

َوإِِذ اْعتَزَْلتُُموُهْم
 اْعتَزََل
to separate

 في أجسامهم و أديانهم
separation with their bodies and their religion

Their hearts had already been repelled and separated; now they physically removed themselves from that 
environment. They could not fight the disbelievers, because they were few and weak, so they left. This is 
actual bravery, not to put oneself in the way of destruction. It is not heroism to attack and kill when you don't 
have the power. There is danger of being overcome and losing one's faith. 

Do not think you can withstand a trial by your own strength. You must remove yourself from the way of fitnah. 
This surah shows us that when the Dajjal appears, do not think you are strong enough to face him. Stay away 
from the place of fitnah. This is the way of salvation.

They left and took refuge in the cave. 

People of the same and correct aqeedah or creed are attracted to each other. The saying that : الطيور على 
 .birds of a feather flock together, is so true , أشكالها تقى

َوَما يَْعبُُدوَن إاِلَّ اهللََّ
They left the place where these false deities were being worshipped. 

To withstand any trial of your religion, you must have a refuge, your cave.

فَأُْووا إَِلى اْلَكْهِف
The boys had no idea where they would go when they left their homes. They were directed, as if ordered by 
Allah, to that particular cave, which had the best location. 

They made a dua when they took refuge in the cave, in ayah 10, and the result was the answer to their dua. 

The boys invoked Allah : 
 

َربَّنَا آِتنَا ِمن لَُّدنَك رَْحَمًة
Our Lord, grant us from Yourself mercy

The youths said to one another] : And 
when you have withdrawn from them 

and that which they worship other than 
Allah , retreat to the cave. Your Lord will 
spread out for you of His mercy and will 
prepare for you from your affair facility 



Allah responded : 

يَنُشْر َلُكْم َربُُّكم مِّن رَّْحَمِتِه
Allah showered them with His special and personal mercy, shown by the words {مِّن رَّْحَمِتِه}. Allah gives more 
than you ask for, specially when you ask Him for guidance. They were as if covered with the mercy of Allah. 

The boys invoked Allah : 

َوَهيِّئْ َلنَا ِمْن أَْمرِنَا رََشًدا 
and prepare for us from our affair right guidance

Allah responded :

َويَُهيِّئْ َلُكم مِّْن أَْمرُِكم مِّرْفًَقا 
Allah gave them extra benefit. They were given the ideal place for the protection of their lives and their faith.

They were also given praise, until the end of time. 


