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 قصة أصحاب الكهف ُمْجَمَلة
The story of the dwellers of the cave in general

The story starts with a question. 

أَْم َحِسبَْت
 النّبي صلى اهلل عليه و سلم
The question is addressed to the Prophet Mohammad صلى اهلل عليه و سلم, and whoever reads the Qura'an. 

أَنَّ أَْصَحاَب اْلَكْهِف َوالرَِّقيمِ
The group of boys who took refuge in the cave were referred to with two titles :

 أَْصَحاَب اْلَكْهِف
Referring to the cave where the boys took refuge 

َوالرَِّقيمِ
Referring to the tablet outside their cave, upon which were prescribed the names of the seven boys

The believers and disbelievers were disputing about their number, both having different 
opinions. 

َكانُوا ِمْن آيَاِتنَا َعَجبًا
Why do you think the story about these boys is strange? That word indicates someone who is unable to do 
something, and manages to do it, whereas everything is easy for Allah. 

Things are strange and difficult only for human beings, not Allah. 

Or have you thought that the 
companions of the cave and the 

inscription were, among Our signs, a 
wonder?



�

إِذْ
remember oh Mohammad (صلى اهلل عليه و سلم)

أََوى اْلِفتْيَُة إَِلى اْلَكْهِف
the boys were accommodated in the cave

When they fled from the disbelievers in their city, the seven boys did not know they would take refuge in the 
cave. But they were guided to the cave by Allah. 

 فََقاُلوا َربَّنَا
The boys were put in a trial for their Deen, so they invoked Allah by His name الرب, the Nurturer, Reformer, 
Disposer of affairs. 

آِتنَا
give to us smoothly and easily 

ِمن لَُّدنَك 
from You 

رَْحَمًة 
The indefinite form of the noun indicates all kinds of mercy. They asked Allah to guard their faith, guide them, 
keep them firm in the face of the trial, and protect them from evil.

َوَهيِّئْ َلنَا ِمْن أَْمرِنَا رََشًدا
Allah guided them to the best cave. The entrance to the cave was such that the sunlight did not touch their 
bodies directly while they slept. 

Their dua shows their complete reliance upon Allah. They were young boys, afraid, but they gained strength 
from their dua.

They asked Allah for mercy, and the means to make their life easy. Allah blessed the means. 

�

استجاَب اهلل دعائهم 
Allah responded to their dua

فََضَربْنَا َعَلىٰ آذَاِنِهْم
Allah brought means for their protection that they never imagined. Their dua was very general, and it could not 
have crossed their minds how Allah would respond to it, save them and protect their faith; at the same time, 
increase the faith of others through them. Allah wanted them to sleep, as a protection for their faith, to create 
peace in their hearts, to protect their health. Sleep was the best solution for them. They were young boys, 

[Mention] when the youths retreated to 
the cave and said, "Our Lord, grant us 

from Yourself mercy and prepare for us 
from our affair right guidance." 

So We cast [a cover of sleep] 
over their ears within the cave for 

a number of years 



facing the opposition of the people. They were extremely affected by this situation, very afraid. Sleep was also 
a protection from physical harm. 

When a person sleeps, his ears remain on standby, so that he can wake up when called, or the alarm rings, or 
there is a disturbance. This is protection from Allah. The ears of this group of boys were covered for the whole 
period, and they slept undisturbed.

ِفي اْلَكْهِف
These boys gathered at the cave from different places.

 ِسِننَي َعَدًدا
They slept in the cave for 309 years. Allah took care of everything for them. Allah chooses the best situations 
for us. He chose sleep as the best way for them. 

�

ثُمَّ بََعثْنَاُهْم
This is an action of Allah, pointing to resurrection on the Day of Judgment.

لِنَْعَلَم 
Allah preordains everything, he knows everything. The knowledge mentioned here is for recompense, as 
evidence, so that no one can deny his actions. Although Allah knows you will do a deed, good or bad, He will 
not recompense you until you actually do the deed. For instance, Allah knows you will pray, before you do so. 
When you pray, Allah knows it, and will reward you. 

Faith is important before taking the Qura'an, because then you will not misconstrue the actions and words of 
Allah. 

أَيُّ اْلِحزْبنَْيِ أَْحَصى مِلَا َلِبثُوا أََمًدا
When the boys were discovered, the people disputed as to how many years they slept. The believers take 
whatever Allah tells them, without any need for proof. The disbelievers want to research and experiment, 
ultimately arriving at the same conclusion as what Allah says. 

The believers take a short cut and the easy way by accepting what Allah says.

The test is in the beginning of any situation: do you believe in Allah, or the means? 

Allah gave a very specific number of years which they slept. It is not an estimate, not a rounded number, but 
the exact amount of years. 

Then We awakened them that We 
might show which of the two factions 
was most precise in calculating what 

[extent] they had remained in time 


