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Mothers may breastfeed their 
children two complete years for 
whoever wishes to complete the 

nursing [period]. Upon the father is 
the mothers' provision and their 

clothing according to what is 
acceptable. No person is charged 
with more than his capacity. No 

mother should be harmed through 
her child, and no father through his 
child. And upon the [father's] heir is 
[a duty] like that [of the father]. And 
if they both desire weaning through 
mutual consent from both of them 
and consultation, there is no blame 
upon either of them. And if you wish 

to have your children nursed by a substitute, there is no blame upon you as long as you give payment 
according to what is acceptable. And fear Allah and know that Allah is Seeing of what you do

The responsibility of providing 
food and clothes for the nursing 
mother is upon the father of the 
baby. This is for her comfort, to 
feel cared for. 

If the husband is dead, or 
absent, then this responsibility 
falls upon the one who inherits 
the guardianship for the baby, 
such as an uncle or grandfather.  

These rules are not known by 
the majority of the people. Allah  
takes care of the emotions of His slaves, specially the women. The mother is in a vulnerable emotional and 
physical state in the post natal period, and it is easy for her to slide into depression. People play a big part in 
this, by giving her all the negative points of having a baby, warning her of sleepless nights and dirty diapers, 
instead of encouraging her. This can make her forget to enjoy the big blessing of the baby, and to be happy 
instead of thinking of the baby as the cause of all her problems. This is why mothers will sometimes kill their 
newborn babies. Gifts of clothes, food, little things, make a huge difference in her mindset at this stage of life. 

The mother should not be neglected in any situation, someone has to take care of her. It must be a male 
relative who is the guardian of the baby in the absence or the death of the father. When the father or the 
guardian are taking care of the mother, this is actually indirectly taking care of the baby. If the mother is happy, 
the baby will thrive, because he is living on the milk of the mother for the first two years of his life. If the mother 
is neglected, she may take out her frustration on the baby. So it is a safeguard for the baby to take care of the 
mother. 

If the father is dead, the baby will inherit, but be will not get his inheritance until he reaches the age of puberty. 
So he must be taken care of by his guardian. The one who takes care of orphans must be very careful. Allah 
wants everyone to take care of each other. This is the deen of Allah. The fact that the guardian of the baby 
must take care of the mother shows that the baby belongs to the father. This is the rule even after divorce. 
Usually, after divorce, people want to hurt each other, so Allah specifically mentions all the details. 



If the decision is taken 
to wean the baby 
before the two years 
are completed, this 
decision must be 
taken by both the 
parents. The mother is 
nursing the baby, and 
the father is spending 
on her, so the decision 
must also be mutual. 

The child belongs to his father, and when he grows up and earns money, that wealth 
also belongs to the father. He can take everything from his son, and it will not be a loan. 
The father spends all his life on his children. Then when he is old and can't work, the 
money of the isn't belongs to him. It is not a favour if the son spends on the father. The 
father can take his wealth whether he likes it or not. You belong to your father, not your 
mother. 

The milk is the mother's, so if she 
makes up her mind, the father has to agree before she can 
stop nursing the baby. 
She cannot take this decision by herself. 

The word أراَد shows that you have the will. People don't 
believe in the Qadr correctly. This belief means that you 
have different options, and must make your choice. This is 
similar to Salat Al-Istikharah, where you have to make up 
your mind, pray the salaah, and take an action. If something 
happens to stop you, that is different. Allah has given us the 
option and the will to choose. You can't just sit and wait and 
say this is Qadr. 

The parents must confer upon this decision. There are two conditions. 
🔸 Both parents must be pleased with the decision. Think of a scenario in which the mother wants to stop 
nursing the baby, and she knows that the father had to agree, so she pressures him. He may agree, but he 
won't be happy with the situation. So the first condition that Allah has set is that both the parents must be 
pleased with the decision to wean the baby, and happily accept it. If one of the parents agree, but they aren't 
pleased with the decision, then it is a no. 
🔸 Both must confer and reach the best decision for the baby. In the beehive, the honeycomb in which the 
honey is preserved, is made of wax. In order to get the honey, it must be extracted from the beeswax 
honeycomb. This process of purifying the honey from the comb is called شاَر. It gives you the best and most 
pure honey, which is beneficial for the people. 

This can be taken generally for any situation, that both parties involved discuss an issue, so that they can 
extract the best from it. The baby is drinking the milk, but the parents take the decision for him, so it has to 
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You and your 
wealth belong 
to your father.
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be the best for the baby. The parents must confer and agree on one decision 
happily. 

No one else has the right to interfere. The parents take the best decision. 
There is no sin upon them, if, after conferring and agreeing upon it, they 
wean the baby before the two years are completed. 

فال جناح عليهما 


