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And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed : If you are 
grateful, I will surely increase you [in favor]; but if you deny, 

indeed, My punishment is severe. 

The Bani Israeel were saved from their enemy, and this was a 
great blessing. When someone is sick, and Allah cures him, he is 

saved from his test, and this is a blessing.  Allah proclaimed to His slaves, that whoever is grateful will surely 
be increased in blessings. Allah is encouraging us to be grateful by His proclamation. 

This Surah is about one of the greatest blessings of Allah, the deen, which was taught to us through the 
messengers. Allah is املقدم املؤخر, the One who brings forward, the One who delays, He has made the shukr a 
prerequisite for الزيادة, the increment. 

We must be grateful by the heart, by attributing the blessing to Allah, by the tongue, by speaking of the 
blessing, and by the limbs, with various acts of worship. The guarantee that Allah gives is that He will surely 
increase you in blessings when you are grateful to Him. This increase can be with the same kind of blessings, 
or from another even better source. For instance, if you are grateful for the blessing of knowledge, Allah may 
give you more knowledge, or He may give you peace and happiness at home. But you must believe in this 
proclamation of Allah. 

You must be grateful in every situation. If you are ungrateful, the punishment of Allah is severe. He can remove 
the blessings which you are enjoying, this is a severe torture, and a warning for us. Shukr increases the 
blessings, while kufr, covering the blessing, results in their removal. So chain your blessings with shukr. The 
minimum requirement is shukr, you cannot get anywhere without shukr. 

People sometimes don't see the blessing, because they focus on the negative points. Nothing is perfect, 
because everything is a test. An example of this is children, they are a great blessing, but people may make 
the new mother forget this, by making her focus in added work and sleepless nights. Another reason for 
people recognizing the blessing is that they get bored with it, taking it for granted, so they don't appreciate it. 

And Musa said : If you should 
disbelieve, you and whoever is on 

the earth entirely - indeed, Allah  
is Free of need and Praiseworthy. 
Don't think that Allah will punish anyone because He is affected by their ingratitude. If all of mankind are 
ungrateful and denying, Allah is still الغني, the Most Rich. It is harmful for you, but your gratitude or ingratitude  
does not impact upon Allah at all. Your obedience doesn't increase anything for Allah, and your disobedience 



will not decree anything from Him. Allah is the Most Rich and Praiseworthy in all aspects. All His rules and 
commandments, all the decrees, are praiseworthy. All the names and attributes of Allah are praiseworthy.  


