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إحاطة علم اهلل وقدرته 
The knowledge and ability of Allah 

encompasses everything  

To Him [alone] is the 
supplication of truth. 

And those they call upon 
besides Him do not 

respond to them with a 
thing, except as one who 

stretches his hands 
toward water [from afar, calling it] to reach his mouth, but it will not reach it [thus]. And the supplication of 

the disbelievers is not but in error [i.e. futility]. 

Worship Allah alone, do not ascribe any partners to Him. Invoking anyone rather than Allah, is falsehood. Only 
Allah is worthy of being invoked. All your worship must be directed to Him. Anyone else is fake. Those whom 
people invoke, from the false gods, someone below Allah, from partners and rival, which they made 
themselves, cannot respond in any way. It's like calling someone who is dead. So they will not respond, not in 
matters of dunya or akhirah, because this is falsehood. It might be spread out, but it is very weak. The truth, on 
the other hand, may look restricted, but it is very firm and strong. 

Allah sets forth a parable to make us picture this scenario, of invoking false gods. It is like a person stretching 
his hands towards the water, wanting to drink it. This is impossible, because to drink the water, you must cup 
your palms, and scoop the water. But all this person does is stretch his hands. This action is useless, and that 
is what invoking a false god is like, useless. They would be in need, but the false gods cannot help them. They 
don't have any power, or privilege. 

Their invocations are a falsehood and misguidance, nullified. 

And to Allah prostrates 
whoever is within the 

heavens and the earth, 
willingly or by compulsion, 

and their shadows 
 [as well] in the mornings and the afternoons. 

Everyone that is in the heavens and the earth submit to Allah. The sujood signifies utmost humility and 
submission. Those who believe submit to Allah willingly. The disbeliever will submit unwillingly, when he is 
forced by the decree. The fitrah denies disbelief, and his limbs want to submit to Allah, but he prevents them, 
thereby doing them an injustice, and oppression. This is why they will blame him in the Day of Judgement, 



because he will make them burn in the hellfire. 

The shadows of all the creation make sujood to Allah, in the beginning of the day, and the end of the day. This 
includes the shadows of the disbelievers too. 


