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Uff to you and to what you worship instead of Allah . 
Then will you not use reason?"

When the people saw their idols, they realized that Ibrahim عليه 
 was saying the truth. But they still acted contrary to the السالم
truth. Allah explains to us not only the apparent incidents, but also 
the secrets of their hearts. 

 أُفٍّ لَُّكْم
The word ٍّأُف is a small one, 
with three letters. This word 
can be understood in any 
language. This tiny word 
shows frustration, anger and 
impatience. 

It is forbidden to show 
impatience and frustration for 
your parents. When they 
reach old age, their children 
cannot bear their slow 
thought processes, and 

sometimes they are 
neglected because they have slowed down. The elderly feel the dunya 
being slowly removed from them. Their siblings and friends pass away 
slowly, and they feel lonely. The children, who are by then adults, must be 

patient with them, and give 
them time and respect. 

 َومِلَا تَْعبُُدوَن ِمن ُدوِن اهللَِّ 
In this ayah, ibrahim عليه السالم, a young boy of 16 years, was 
showing his frustration to the disbelievers, because they were 
worshipping idols instead of Allah. This stage of his frustration 
came after he tried time and again to convince them, using 
different ways. But they still didn't learn the lesson, which was 
so clear. 

أَفاََل تَْعِقُلوَن
He was frustrated because they couldn't see the error of their way, and worshipped idols which are helpless, 
and can't benefit or harm anyone. What a loss is shirk. Allah gave them a mind, but they disable their intellect. 
They are convinced of the truth, but they cover it. The idols are useless pieces of wood and stone. They are 
mentioned with the word ما, showing their uselessness, as a humiliation. They are nothing, and people still 
persist upon worshipping them. 

Ibrahim عليه السالم was إمام املؤحدين, the leader of those who are upon tawheed. Allah uses the word حنيفا for him 
many times, because he always inclined away from shirk, diverted his path from wherever there was shirk. 
This is البراءة, freedom from disbelief, and whatever they worshipped instead of Allah. He could never be a part 
of the shirk. 

 َوَقَضىٰ َربَُّك أاَلَّ تَْعبُُدوا إاِلَّ إِيَّاهُ
 َوِباْلوَالَِديِْن إِْحَسانًا ۚ إِمَّا يَبُْلَغنَّ

 ِعنَدَك اْلِكبََر أََحُدُهَما أَْو ِكاَلُهَما فاََل
 تَُقل لَُّهَما أُفٍّ واََل تَنَْهرُْهَما َوُقل لَُّهَما

َقواًْل َكِريًما
And your Lord has decreed 
that you not worship except 
Him, and to parents, good 
treatment. Whether one or 
both of them reach old age 
[while] with you, say not to 

them [so much as], "uff," and 
do not repel them but speak 

to them a noble word.
سورة اإلسراء 
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 The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم
 said :

 َليَْس ِمنَّا َمْن َلْم يَرَْحْم َصِغيرَنَا َويَْعرِْف َشرََف 
 َكِبيرِنَا

جامع الترمذي ، حديث 1920#
He is not one of us who does not have 
mercy upon our young, nor knows the 

honor of our elders.



All this was from his rushd, the power of discernment bestowed upon him by Allah. Sometimes you can say 
the truth in a way which is wrong, making people angry, and feeling humiliated. The da'awah must be done in a 
good way, with good words, not rudely, hurting people. 

Why don't they use their intellect? Why don't they understand? The intellect is like a police, telling you right 
and wrong. You may like something, but it is harmful, and your mind will tell you this. A person with diabetes 
may desire to eat sweets, but the mind will tell him it is harmful for him. We need the intellect to advice us 
firmly. Logic is to obey the commands of Allah and His Messenger صلى اهلل عليه وسلم. The corrupted desire may 
find the shirk attractive, but the intellect will surely advice the contrary. The disbelievers disable their intellect 
and let their corrupt desires rule them. 

They said, "Burn him 
and support your gods 

- if you are to act."

 
 The people became so angry when they heard his statements. The nafs is like a spoiled child, if it is not
 controlled, wanting whatever he wills. The desires like indulgent parents, letting the nafs get whatever it wants.
 So the desire will say to the nafs it can sleep through Fajr salaah if it wants. The intellect is a strict parent,
 reminding you again and again to do the right thing.

َقاُلوا َحرُِّقوهُ
Ibrahim عليه السالم was very angry, specially because they were convinced, but the still decided not to change. 
The disbeliever will react and retaliate violently when they are cornered, they will strike out cruelly. They 
become like monsters because they are angry and afraid of the truth. So they responded so severely, deciding  
that ibrahim عليه السالم should be burnt. They could have exiled or jailed him, 
but they took extreme measures. 

Burning any living thing is 
haram, humans and 
animals included. 

This boy, ibrahim, was 
speaking the truth, and 
the people were 
convinced in their hearts. 
But they still wanted to 
burn him. They said َُحرُِّقوه, burn him until there is nothing but 
ashes left of him. 

They didn't want to be defeated, so they used all their power. 
Think of his father, how could he be a part of this? The kufr 
covered their hearts. The worst torture is burning. They were 
fighting themselves, so their anger became so aggressive. 
They dug a pit, and created an inferno, everyone pitching in 

to kindle it. They tied his hands and feet, made a catapult, and prepared to throw him into the fire. 

َوانُصرُوا آلَِهتَُكْم إِن ُكنتُْم فَاِعلنَِي 
Allah could have rescued ibrahim عليه السالم there and then, but there is a lesson that we must learn from this 
incident. The anger of the idol worshippers was uncontrollable, they exhorted each other to give victory to their 
idols. Their thinking was flawed. Allah doesn't want anything bad to happen to us. Some religions require 
human or animal sacrifices to appease their false gods, this is a fault in their minds, they disable their intellect. 

The enemies of Islam are not sleeping and heedless. They are working and planning with the shaitan. They 
are united in their falsehood, whereas the people on the truth should have unity and determination. The time of 
sleep and play is over now. We must step forward with determination. Take your time and life seriously. 

The Messenger of Allah 
 : said صلى اهلل عليه وسلم

 إِنَّ النَّاَر الَ يَُعذُِّب ِبَها إاِلَّ اهللَُّ.
صحيح البخاري ، حديث 3016#
 it is none but Allah Who 

punishes with fire. 
(Part of a longer Hadith)

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم 
said : 

 أَنَّ نَْمَلًة َقرََصْت نَِبيًّا ِمَن األَنِْبيَاِء فَأََمَر ِبَقْريَِة النَّْمِل 
فَأُْحرَِقْت فَأَْوَحى اهللَُّ إَِليِْه أَِفي أَْن َقرََصتَْك نَْمَلٌة 

أَْهَلْكَت أُمًَّة ِمَن األَُممِ تَُسبِّحُ. 
 2241a ، صحيح مسلم

An ant had bitten a Prophet (one amongst 
the earlier Prophets) and he ordered that 

the colony of the ants should be burnt. And 
Allah revealed to him:" Because of an ant's 

bite you have burnt a community from 
amongst the communities which sings My 

glory."



Falsehood is so weak. We are on the truth, and we must unite. Don't let the shaitan make problems between 
us. They are united in falsehood, and we must unite in the truth, standing together as one row, as if in salaah. 
Don't leave a gap, or your hearts will be far as well. When you are standing in a row, close to each other, 
shoulder to shoulder, foot to foot, your hearts are one too. 

There was no logical way that Ibrahim عليه السالم could be saved. He had no obvious means, his hands and feet 
were tied. He was about to be catapulted into an inferno. But Allah had other plans for him. 


