
12 جمادي األولى 1438
9.2.17

Ibrahim عليه السالم was 16 years old when his people threw him 
into the fire. He was so young, and had no one to support him. 
The rushd that Allah had given him guided him to deal with the 
situation in the best way. 

The people saw all but one of the idols destroyed. Ibrahim عليه 
 lied again, saying that the biggest idol had destroyed the السالم
smaller ones. He remembered his lies until the Day of Judgement. 
But Allah called ibrahim عليه السالم extremely truthful  إِنَُّه َكاَن ِصدِّيًقا 
 سورة مريم) Indeed, he was a man of truth and a prophet  نَِّبيًّا
19:41)

The believer will see a small sin as a mountain, while the 
disbeliever will see the biggest sin as a fly. 

Ibrahim عليه السالم blamed the biggest idol, implying that it was 
jealous of the smaller idols, because the people worshipped them 
as well, so it showed its power and destroyed them all. 

Ibrahim عليه السالم wanted to teach them that there cannot be two 
gods, or only one will remain in the end. He wanted to teach them 
the concept of tawheed, but it would have been useless 
presenting them with theories about the oneness of Allah. He had 
to teach them at their level. This was his rushd or discernment, he 
dealt with people according to their level. 

The idols could not have spoken even if they were in an unbroken 
state, so how could they when they had been reduced to 
shards. Ibrahim عليه السالم wanted them to think. The idols 
couldn't open their mouths to utter a sound, let alone talk. 
This was such a perfect way to get the message across to 
them. 

When the reminder comes to you, it makes you stop in your 
tracks. Tawheed is in the fitrah if the human being, the 
newborn baby is born upon the fitrah. If the baby was 
allowed to grow up without any interference, he would be 
upon the tawheed. The reminder is to make you remember 
something which is in your fitrah, but is dormant. 

Then they reversed themselves, 
[saying], "You have already 

known that these do not 
speak!"

The words of ibrahim عليه السالم convinced them. They did not show their reaction, but Allah knew what was in 
their hearts. The truth is very convincing, but the kafir will cover the truth. 

فَرََجُعوا إَِلىٰ أَنفُِسِهْم
These idol worshippers returned to their fitrah, and reflected upon what this young boy had said. They were 
not true to themselves when they were worshipping idols. Tawheed is a beautiful gown which you wear, 
familiar and comfortable. Disbelief is odd and makes you restless. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم 
said : 

 َما ِمْن َموُْلوٍد إاِلَّ يُوَلُد َعَلى اْلِفطْرَِة، فَأَبَوَاهُ يَُهوَِّداِنِه
َساِنِه. رَاِنِه أَْو يَُمجِّ أَْو يُنَصِّ

صحيح البخاري ، حديث 1358#
Every child is born with a true faith (i.e. to 

worship none but Allah Alone) but his 
parents convert him to Judaism or to 

Christianity or to Maganism.
(Part of a longer Hadith)



فََقاُلوا إِنَُّكْم أَنتُُم الظَّامِلُوَن 
They admitted to themselves that they were wrong, affirmed that they were unjust by their disbelief. Allah 
shows us in this Surah how the guidance comes in slow motion, smoothly and slowly. The turned to 
themselves, realized they acted contrary to the truth, and admitted to the truth in their hearts. But did they 
react to the truth, or did they go contrary to it? The truth comes, but are you truthful? 

In Surah Taha, we learn that Musa عليه السالم reprimanded the magicians of Firawn, and this admonition shook 
them, but they decided to proceed anyway, because of the pressure from Firawn. But they were truthful in their 
hearts, so when they saw the truth, in the form of the staff of Musa عليه السالم swallowing all the snakes which 
they had conjured, they submitted to it. 

The people of ibrahim عليه السالم were not truthful in their hearts, so they didn't submit, even though they 
realized the truth. When the truth comes to you, use that moment. The dhikr came in slow motion, and hit 
them, convincing them, but they still went against it. 

He said, "Then do you 
worship instead of Allah that 
which does not benefit you at 

all or harm you?

َقاَل أَفَتَْعبُُدوَن ِمن ُدوِن اهللَِّ
ibrahim عليه السالم now spoke clearly, asking them why they 
worshipped the idols instead of Allah, who are all below Him. The 
statues and idols are all َُِّدوِن اهلل, all below Allah. Why would 
anyone worship someone besides Allah? 

َما اَل يَنفَُعُكْم َشيْئًا واََل يَُضرُُّكْم
These idols cannot benefit anyone in any way. They can't even 
respond, or speak and listen. These false gods can't harm you if 
you don't serve them. 

It was not easy to let go of false gods which were attached to them all their lives. They realized that they were 
fake, but they were not ready to throw them out of their lives. Allah is the only One who can benefit someone, 
and if you don't obey Him, you face harm. So you must worship النافع الضار, the One who can benefit and harm. 

 إِذْ َقاَل أِلَِبيِه يَا أَبَِت لَِم تَْعبُُد َما اَل يَْسَمعُ واََل
يُبِْصُر واََل يُْغِني َعنَك َشيْئًا

[Mention] when he said to his father, 
"O my father, why do you worship that 
which does not hear and does not see 

and will not benefit you at all?
سورة مريم 
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