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He said, " the refuge is with Allah [to 
prevent] that we take except him with 
whom we found our possession. Indeed, 

we would then be unjust."

Yousuf عليه السالم responded to their request by stating that the 
refuge is with Allah, by saying ََِّمَعاذَ اهلل. He said the same things 
before, when the wife of the Aziz tried to seduce him, locked all 

the doors. He was surrounded with sins, it was so overpowering, and inviting, so he took refuge with Allah. 
Now he used the same words when he was asked to change the rules, which is unjust. He took refuge with 
Allah, when the brothers suggested that he take one of them instead of Binyameen, because that way he 
would be punishing an innocent man. 

This whole scenario was a plot, and Yousuf عليه السالم didn't want to lie, so he didn't use the word thief. A ruler 
who lies is one of the worst people, because he doesn't need to lie. Lying is bad for everyone, but it is worse 
for someone who has power and authority. 

So when they had 
despaired of him, they 

secluded themselves in 
private consultation. The 
eldest of them said, "Do 
you not know that your 

father has taken upon you 
an oath by Allah and [that] 
before you failed in [your 
duty to] Yousuf ? So I will 

never leave [this] land until 
my father permits me or 

Allah decides for me, and He is the best of judges.

The brothers were in a dilemma. They had promised their father the would bring Binyameen back. They tried 
their best, and when they despaired, they moved aside, and had a private conversation. The eldest brother 
spoke, and reminded them of their covenant. He also reminded them of what the had done to Yousuf all those 
years ago. He couldn't find it in himself to face their father, so he said he would remain in Egypt. He felt 
responsible, because he was the eldest. So he made an oath with himself that he would remain there until 
either Ya'qub عليه السالم would allow him to come back home, or Allah would bring a decree which would make 
him leave. He left the matter with Allah. 


