
 سورة يوسف
2 ربيع اآلخر 1438

31.12.16

They said, "If he steals - a brother of his has stolen before." 
But Yousuf kept it within himself and did not reveal it to 

them. He said, "You are worse in position, and Allah is most 
knowing of what you describe."

The reaction of the brothers shows that they still had traces of hatred in their hearts. They wanted to distance 
themselves from this situation, so they implied that it was normal for Binyameen to steal, because his brother 
Yousuf had also stolen in the past. They were not full brothers, they had a different mother, so they suggested 
that thievery was in their genes. Yousuf عليه السالم was certainly not a thief, and this showed that the jealousy 
still festered in their hearts. They were not in contact 
with Yousuf for so many years, so it lay dormant, 
and it  seemed as if they were cured of it, but the 
situation triggered it again, exposing their sickness. 

Look at yourself, do you sometimes accuse people 
to absolve yourself of blame? Allah tests you with 
the people around you, so focus on your own 
reactions, not those of others. If the sickness isn't 
resolved, it will come back again. Cure yourself with 
 the Qura'an and the Sunnah. The ,قال اهلل وقال الرسول
brothers seemed nice, but their hearts were still 
sick. Sometimes the environment may trigger your 
sickness. 

Yousuf عليه السالم heard them. They didn't know that 
he was Yousuf, but he knew them, and that they were falsely accusing him. Anyone else would explode with 
conger accusations. After all, they had done the ultimate dhulm on him, by throwing him into the well. But 
Yousuf عليه السالم suppressed his emotions, though he was choking in them. They were the oppressors, and 
they were maligning him! But he made jihad, and kept silent. This is taqwa, to control your reactions, stop 
yourself from any misbehavior. The messengers were people, and had to face challenges and struggle. They 
were not angels, they had emotions just like us. But they strove to control themselves, so that they would not 
displease Allah. 

So Yousuf عليه السالم controlled his feelings, and didn't disclose his identity. We tend to immediately react when 
we are attacked or accused, because we have an inborn sense of self preservation. This is why the one who 
pardons and forgives is stronger and more powerful than the one who reacts. 

Yousuf عليه السالم only spoke to himself, within himself, calling the brothers evil. He didn't transgress even within 
himself. He turned to Allah, who knew the reality, that Yousuf and Binyameen were innocent. Yousuf عليه السالم 
had the power to retaliate, but he didn't misuse his position. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم said : 
 انصر أخاك ظاملًا أو مظلوًما” فقال رجل: يا رسول اهلل

 أنصره إذا كان مظلوًما أرأيت إن كان ظاملًا كيف أنصره؟ قال:
"تحجزه -أو تمنعه- من الظلم فإن ذلك نصره"

متفق عليه ، رياض الصالحني ، كتاب #1، حديث # 237
Help your brother, whether he is an oppressor or is 

oppressed". A man enquired: "O Messenger of 
Allah! I help him when he is oppressed, but how 

can I help him when he is an oppressor?" He (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) 
said, "You can keep him from committing 
oppression. That will be your help to him".



They said, "O 'Aziz, indeed he 
has a father [who is] an old 
man, so take one of us in 
place of him. Indeed, we see 
you as a doer of good."

The brothers came back to 
Yousuf عليه السالم, and requested 
him to release Binyameen. They called Yousuf عليه السالم the Aziz, which was the title for the minister. They had 
sworn an oath to their father to bring Binyameen back, so now they were in a predicament. So they said their 
father was very old, exaggerating his age. They reiterated that they could see his ihsan, which was apparent in 
every situation, with everyone. 


