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The teacher 
must be a 
good 
example, so 
that the 
students will 
learn from 
her. For 
everyone 
else, you 
must want 
what you 
want for 

yourself. But for your students, you must want even more, just as you want 
your children to have more than yourself. Sometimes you can do this 
according to your desires, if you like someone, you want the best for them. But the believer does this for the 
sake of Allah, so it is a different equation. These feelings will come in time, don't be hasty, and don't despair. 

Ibn Abbas رضي اهلل عنه was a great and highly respected Sahabi of the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم. After 
the death of the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم, people used to come to him to learn the deen. He said 
regarding his students : 

 أكرم الناس إليّ جليسي الذي يتخطى الناس حتى يجلس إلي، لو استطعت أال يقع الذباب على وجهه لفعلت .
The most honoured people for me are the ones who sit with me (to learn), those who jump over others to find 

a place to sit close to me. If a fly would sit on their faces, I would make it fly away. 

People travelled far and wide to listen to him speak about the deen, and he was so humble, he appreciated his 
students, specially when they vied to find a place close to him. The teacher should try and make her students 
comfortable. This is absolutely the opposite of what is common nowadays, when students serve the teacher. 
The teacher should not be strict and harsh, as is 
commonly thought. The teacher should serve the 
students, to cut any pride and arrogance which may rise 
in her heart. She should not think of herself as higher 
than her students. She should be soft wth them, not 
expect anything in return from them. She should interact 
with her students. 

The students are learning from you , so they are like 
your children. The mother is always thinking of the 
comfort of her children. Show them respect, talk to them, 
they are not your slaves. 

The upper hand should always show more mercy than 
the lower hand. The knowledge of the Qura'an is better 
than any other knowledge. So the students of the 
Qura'an are special. 

Teaching students is فرض الكفاية, some people must do it in order to fulfill the command. If no one does, then all 
are sinners. The teacher should be eager to teach, and repeat the context again and again. The teacher 
should prefer her students over everything else. If there is a dunya matter regarding the teacher, she should 

The Messenger of Allah 
 : said صلى اهلل عليه وسلم

 ال يؤمن أحدكم حتى يحب 
ألخيه ما يحب لنفسه

متفق عليه ، رياض الصالحني ، 
كتاب #1، حديث 236#
No one of you shall 

become a true believer 
until he desires for his 

brother what he desires for 
himself.

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم said : 
كينَة والحلم، ولِينُوا  اطلبوا الِعلَم واطلبوا مع الِعلمِ السَّ
 مِلَن تُعلِّمون ومِلَن تعلَّمتُم منه، وال تكونوا من جبابرِة

الُعَلماء فيغلَِب َجهُلكم ِعلَمكم
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Seek the knowledge (of deen), and seek 

tranquility with the knowledge. Be soft with the 
one you are learning from, and the one who is 

learning from you, and do not be from the 
overbearing scholars, or their ignorance will 

overpower your knowledge. 



give priority to teaching, and preparing the lecture for her students. Sometimes the students may have a 
question, in which case the teacher should sacrifice her time and sleep and comfort for them. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم had so much work to do, he was running the Muslim nation,  
educating the Muslims, and fighting wars with the polytheists. But he gave his full attention to everyone who 
came to him, whether it was an old lady, a child, or a slave girl. Umar bin Al-Khattab رضي اهلل عنه didn't sleep in 
an effort to fulfill his duties. DhulQarnain was so attentive to his students, serving them. 

Empty your hearts from everything else for your students. Be eager to make them understand, try to make the 
topic according to the level of the students, so that they may understand. Give everyone what is suitable for 
them. One student may not want too much, so the teacher will talk to the point. Some student may need more 
elaboration, so she will give this one more examples. One may understand quickly, so the teacher must not let 
her get bored. Another student may need more time, so the teacher gives her more time. 

Praise the students in a good way, not too much so as to make them arrogant, nor too less, just enough to 
motivate them. Don't shout at them when they make a mistake, but correct them in a gentle manner. Don't 
compare the students with each other, as this will create jealousy in their hearts for each other. Students are 
always looking at the teacher, so treat everyone equally. Be very just with them. Don't be jealous of your 
students. All this needs guidance from Allah. 


