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The students may have different intentions 
when acquiring knowledge. The may have 
visible intentions, such as a certificate. We 
can't see the hearts of people. The teacher 
should not stop anyone from learning, 
whatever their intention may be, she must 
continue to teach them. 

Seeking knowledge is an intention in itself, 
regardless of the motive. The intention is very 
sensitive. In the beginning, we may seek 
knowledge for an intention rather than the 
pleasure of Allah. Over a period of time, Allah 

changes your intention, making it for Him. This is the mercy of Allah, that He changes the niyyah, because the 
knowledge should only be for Allah. Don't listen to the shaitan when he tries to discourage you. 

The teacher is the role model for her students, so there are certain etiquettes that she must follow. She must 
sit properly, not be busy with anything else. The teacher is like a mother with her children, whatever manners 
she wants her children to acquire, she should show herself. 

The teacher should make wudoo before she teaches, because the angels surround the study circle. This is 
adab, not obligatory. She should face the qiblah if she can, and sit with dignity. Her clothes should be white 
and clean. The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم liked white the most. The teacher should pray two rakaat 
before the lecture, whether it is in the masjid or not. She must have the connection with Allah before she 
connects with the people. 

Give respect to the knowledge which you are teaching. The knowledge is honoured, so she should not go with 
what people want. The teacher must remain in the study circle, not go to different venues to suit the people, 
such as weddings, or condolence meetings, or to teach children. Those who want it must seek the knowledge, 
because it is honoured. If you want the knowledge, you must struggle for it. Teaching is a very noble 
profession. Don't dishonour the knowledge by making it so accessible. Recordings and online classes make it 
easy while you are travelling, but don't misuse this blessing, by replacing your attending the study circles 
physically whenever you can. The shaitan will try to dissuade you from going, but don't let the online 
connection be a substitute for attending the study circle physically. 

The teacher should not even go to teach a king or a leader. In the early times of Islam, the people used to 
send their children to scholars to learn. This practice became less and less with time. The teacher must 
preserve the honour of the knowledge, as it is very precious. This was the 
way of the Salaf, the earliest generation after the Sahabah. 

The teacher should make the study circle vast, not restricted. Make it 
comfortable for the students. If you don't have the resources, ask Allah, and 
He will give you, even if you don't have any means. 

The students must have the same manners as the teacher, but more 
intense. So they should be more eager, more well mannered, giving more 
respect to the knowledge. Avoid anything which will distract you, except 
what is needed. Don't neglect your husband and parents and children. But 
don't pay attention to things which are not important. 

Purify your heart from all the dirt of jealousy and hatred, bad thoughts, and specially shirk. This will make your 
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heart worthy to absorb the Qura'an. The Qura'an is great and its place is in the heart. Always ask forgiveness 
from Allah, and monitor yourself, don't neglect your heart. Purifying requires that you observe your actions. 
Allah nurtures you with the decree. Purifying your heart for the knowledge is like preparing the soil for planting 
seeds. The roots will sink into the land of the heart only when it is purified. 

We have training in self control when we pray. So hold yourself, don't look around, focus on the knowledge. 
This requires patience. Acquiring knowledge is a worship. The student should be humble to the teacher, and 
behave well with her even if she is younger than the student. Respect her because she is your teacher, and 
has more knowledge. You can be more famous in your own field, but you must still be humble to her. You may 
be more righteous than her, but you must not criticize her. Be humble to the knowledge, the teacher is the 
carrier of the knowledge. If you are arrogant, you will not learn. You will also not learn if you are shy. 

If both the teacher and student have these etiquettes, then everyone will benefit. Acquiring knowledge is not a 
show. Be obedient to your teacher, ask her for advice, and accept her word. Don't argue or debate all the time 
with your teacher. Your opinion cannot exceed قال اهلل وقال الرسول.  


