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And when you divorce women and 
they have [nearly] fulfilled their 

term, either retain them according 
to acceptable terms or release 
them according to acceptable 
terms, and do not keep them, 
intending harm, to transgress 

[against them]. And whoever does 
that has certainly wronged himself. 
And do not take the verses of Allah 
in jest. And remember the favor of 
Allah upon you and what has been 

revealed to you of the Book and 
wisdom by which He instructs you. 
And fear Allah and know that Allah 

is Knowing of all things.

There is further 
explanation of the 
rules and etiquettes 
of divorce, because 
they are commonly 
rotated and misused. 
Allah repeats them 
again and again, so 
that everyone will 
understand them 
well. 

The man has to take care of the woman, she was 
created from 
the rib, so 
there is 
some 
crookedness 
in her, which, if it is tried to be straightened, will break. The 
Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم likened the women to crystal 
vessels. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم said : 
 َمْن َكاَن يُؤِْمُن ِباهللَِّ َواْليَوْمِ اآلِخِر فَِإذَا َشِهَد أَْمرًا فَْليَتََكلَّْم ِبَخيٍْر
 أَْو لِيَْسُكْت َواْستَوُْصوا ِبالنَِّساِء فَِإنَّ امْلَرْأَةَ ُخلَِقْت ِمْن ِضَلعٍ َوإِنَّ
َلعِ أَْعالَهُ إِْن ذََهبَْت تُِقيُمُه َكَسرْتَُه َوإِْن  أَْعوَجَ َشىٍْء ِفي الضِّ

 تَرَْكتَُه َلْم يَزَْل أَْعوَجَ اْستَوُْصوا ِبالنَِّساِء َخيْرًا
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He who believes in Allah and the Hereafter, if he 
witnesses any matter he should talk in good terms 

about it or keep quiet. Act kindly towards woman, for 
woman is created from a rib, and the most crooked 

part of the rib is its top. If you attempt to straighten it, 
you will break it, and if you leave it, its crookedness 

will remain there. So act kindly towards women.

The Messenger of Allah 
 : said صلى اهلل عليه وسلم

 رفًقا بالقواريِر
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املصدر : جلباب املرأة
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املحدث : أخرجه البخاري بمعناه
Be gentle with the ladies. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه 
 : said وسلم

 إنَّ املرأةَ ُخلِقت من ِضَلعٍ لن تستقيَم َلَك
 على طريقٍة، فإِن استمتعَت ِبها استمتعَت
 ِبها وِبها عوجٌ، وإن ذَهبَت تقيُمها، كسرتَها

وَكسرُها طالُقها
Woman has been created from a rib 
and will in no way be straightened 
for you; so if you wish to benefit by 

her, benefit by her while 
crookedness remains in her. And if 
you attempt to straighten her, you 
will break her, and breaking her is 

divorcing her.
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The woman must obey her husband, while the man must take care of her. The divorce will break the woman. 
Life is not forever, and no one is perfect. Use the dunya that you have been given to go to Jannah, not to 
achieve perfection. 

َوإِذَا طَلَّْقتُُم النَِّساَء
The word طَلََّق is like a bullet exiting the gun, or someone released from captivity. So it is a relief, a clear cut 
separation. The labour pain contractions are also called طلق, the unbearably painful squeezing sensation 
comes and ebbs away, bringing relief. 

Don't make the lady wait indefinitely, end the marriage if it really isn't 
working. The divorce mentioned here is the second one, after which 
there is still a chance to return to the marriage within the period of 
iddah, before the three monthly menstrual cycles are over. 

The women are not toys, to be treated as wished, they have rights 
and emotions. 

فَبََلْغَن أََجَلُهنَّ
After the second divorce, the wire will remain in her home, for the 
time period of her three monthly cycles, in case the husband 
changes his mind. 

At the end of this time period, if the husband still hasn't taken her back, there are two options. The man needs 
to make a decision, and 
remain firm  on it. People 
have feelings and 
emotions, you cannot 
leave them hanging. This 
shows how much Allah 
cares for the women. 
Islam takes care of the 
emotions of the women. 
To leave her in an 
indecisive state of 
cowardice. 

Allah has presented two 
choices to the man. He must now come to a decision. Both the options are good, معروف, whether you remain 
together, or separate. Don't assume that the wife will know automatically, you must make your decision clear to 
her. There must be ihsan in every situation, even divorce. When she finishes her iddah or waiting period, don't 
assume she is divorced, make it clear to her. 

 فَأَْمِسُكوُهنَّ ِبَمْعرُوٍف
Take her back, hold on to her, don't let her go. Don't punish her, or remind her of your favour when you took 
her back. Don't make her feel humiliated and in debt. Don't make people suffer because of you, life is much 
bigger than all this. This attitude will stop you from achieving anything in life. The lives of both of you will be on 
hold if you keep her just to humiliate her. Don't misuse the power Allah gave you. So if you decide to continue 
with the marriage, do it in a good way, and this is common sense, doesn't need an explanation. 

 أَْو َسرُِّحوُهنَّ ِبَمْعرُوٍف
If you decide not to continue with the marriage, let her go, release her. Don't keep her trapped, this will affect 
her emotions. Divorce is difficult and painful, but at least she will have a closing, and can move on in life. The 
word Allah uses here is َسرََح, to release a bird from a cage, or a prisoner from prison. So it is followed by relief. 
Let her go free, and afterwards, don't spy on her, let her go completely. 



We are created to worship Allah. Anything interfering with that, disturbing you, or affecting your worship, must 
be given up. Usually, after a divorce, all the parties will talk against each other, absolving themselves from 
blame. The parents should not try to turn the children bitter and hating either of the parents. The problem was 
between the spouses, and the children should not be made a part of it. 

واََل تُْمِسُكوُهنَّ ِضرَارًا لِّتَْعتَُدوا
Allah has already commanded 
using the معروف or good manner 
for the man when deciding to 
keep his wife, and continue the 
marriage. But now He affirms it 
by forbidding bad behaviour with 
her, bringing the importance of 
this point to mind. Allah knows 
His creation, so He makes the 
rule so clear, step by step. Allah 
emphasizes the point that the 
man cannot harm the woman if 
he decides to keep her. Divorce 
or continue, but don't harm. This 
is a prohibition. Allah teaches everything gently, with time. 

To bring the wife back into the marriage is halal, but the halal can change into haram if you exceed your limits. 
Don't go from halal to haram. An example of this is wine. Making juice from grapes is halal, but if you ferment it  
make it alcoholic, it is haram. So don't misuse the halal by going into the haram. Before the advent of Islam, 
the men used to divorce their wives and wait until the end of their iddah, then bring her back, again and again, 
so that she was never settled in life. The women were treated as chattel. Islam gave the women their rights. 
Allah knows the intention of the man, whether he is keeping his wife because he wants her in his life, or to 
harm and punish her. Allah honours the women, and His rules take 
into consideration their emotional state too. 

The man will fall into transgression if he keeps his wife to harm her. 
Because of his bad intention, he will go into evil. He will spoil the 
halal with haram. Everything depends on your intention, and you 
can spoil your good deeds with an evil intention, diverting the halal 
into the haram. When you do any deed, such as salaah and fasting, 
without sincerity, not for the sake of Allah, it is a waste and a sin. 
The harm will be upon you, and misery will befall you. When you 
harm someone, you are bringing harm upon yourself. 

This is a warning. We are all slaves of Allah, so why are you trying 
to harm another slave just like you? 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه 
 : said وسلم

 من ضارَّ ، ضارَّ اهللُ به ، و من شاقَّ ، شاقَّ
اهللُ عليه
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