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And they both raced to the door, and she tore his shirt from 
the back, and they found her husband at the door. She said, 

"What is the recompense of one who intended evil for your wife 
but that he be imprisoned or a painful punishment?"

The intensity of the chase increased. Yousuf عليه السالم tried to escape. If you can't avoid the sin, or resist, then 
it is best to try to escape. So he ran towards the door, and she ran after him. When desire overpowers the 
mind, the person can do most unsuitable actions. The wife of a minister running after a slave boy is the height 
of dishonor. 

Both raced to the door, Yousuf to escape, the wife of the Aziz to prevent him. She lunged for him and grabbed 
his shirt from the back, and it tore. This shows the effort she made to pull him towards her. She was like a mad 
woman, wanting only the fulfillment of her desires. 

The brothers of Yousuf عليه السالم removed his shirt when the threw him into the well, daubed it worth false 
blood, and presented it as evidence of their story of him being mauled by a wolf. This was false evidence. The 
wife of the Aziz tore his shirt, and this was again evidence, this time, it was true evidence. 

At the moment the shirt tore, the door opened. It was the Aziz. Allah sent relief for Yousuf عليه السالم. When you 
rely on Allah, there is always a refuge. At the last moment, Allah sends the relief. It saved Yousuf from her sin, 
and saved her for sinning more.  The relief comes at the exact time, not earlier, nor later. 

The Aziz entered his palace to see something so unexpected. His wife was with his slave! When she saw her 
husband, she immediately tried to conceal her sin, by indirectly accusing him of wrongdoing. Her manner 
betrayed her lies, she was so calm, while a woman who was running away from a man intending to do evil to 
her would be hysterical and screaming. She behaved like a seasoned criminal, very coolly blaming Yousuf. 
She made it clear that nothing had happened, that he had only the intention yet. She even gave him options of 
ways of punishment, either torture of imprisonment. This was her attitude for the man she claimed to love so 
deeply. 

[Yousuf] said, "It was she who 
sought to seduce me." And a 

witness from her family 
testified. "If his shirt is torn 
from the front, then she has 

told the truth, and he is of the 
liars.

Yousuf spoke up to defend his honour. When someone falsely accuses you, don't keep quiet, you must defend 
yourself. So he spoke to the husband, not her, which is the proper way. He didn't give any details, just said that 
she was the one who tried to seduce him, not the other way around. He didn't mention the closed doors, and 
both of them racing towards them. It was as of the were in a court, both of them giving their testimonies, and  
judgement about to be announced. 



Now the Aziz must judge, and he needed proof. If he was hasty, he would have jumped to conclusions. Allah 
makes signs to show the truth. People may or may not see them. Yousuf was saying the truth, and the shirt 
was evidence of his truthfulness. Allah inspired them to look at the shirt. A man from the family of the wife of 
the Aziz came as a lawyer, as an aid to Yousuf. Allah always supports the truthful ones. So this relative 
suggested that they examine the shirt, and see where it was torn from. If the wife was trying to defend herself, 
Yousuf's shirt would be torn from the front. 

But if his shirt is torn from the 
back, then she has lied, and he is 

of the truthful."

On the other hand, if Yousuf was trying to get away from her, the shirt would be torn from the back. It was such 
a simple solution, inspired by Allah. It was to the advantage of Yousuf عليه السالم that she tore his shirt, because 
it was evidence in his favour. 


