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And when they opened their baggage, they found their 
merchandise returned to them. They said, "O our father, 
what [more] could we desire? This is our merchandise 

returned to us. And we will obtain supplies for our family and protect our brother and obtain an 
increase of a camel's load; that is an easy measurement."

The brothers unloaded the cargo, and unpacked the food grains, and found all their bartered goods returned to 
them. They were hidden deep inside the sacks, so that they could only be found when they were unpacked, 
making it obvious that it was done intentionally. Yousuf عليه السالم wanted them to have the food grains for free, 
but he didn't want them to be embarrassed by his offer. They told their father about his generosity. 

Ya'qub عليه السالم had already agreed to send Binyameen, and this was an added incentive. They had to go 
back to show their appreciation. Taking Binyameen was now a necessity, their provisions depended on him. 
With him, they would get 12 camel loads of food  and without him, they would get none. This was an easy way 
to get the food in these difficult times of drought. 

[Ya'qub] said, "Never will I send 
him with you until you give me 
a promise by Allah that you will 
bring him [back] to me, unless 
you should be surrounded by 
enemies." And when they had 
given their promise, he said, " 
Allah , over what we say, is Witness."

Ya'qub عليه السالم had already softened his stance about sending Binyameen, 
but he put forth a condition. He insisted that his sons had to take a firm 
pledge, a covenant, by the name of Allah. They would have to take an oath, 
and promise, that they would bring Binyameen back with them. Ya'qub عليه 
 had learned his lesson, and would not make the same mistake as he السالم
did with Yousuf. His sons were believers, so they would not regard an oath 
taken with the name of Allah lightly, nor would they betray it. 

Ya'qub عليه السالم then made an exception, that they would be absolved from their oath if they were prevented 
from bringing Binyameen back by a decree. The sons could see that their father loved Binyameen more than 
them, but now this didn't matter to them, because they were struggling with survival, due to the shortage of 
food. This took precedence for them. So they took the oath and made Allah their Witness. 

The Messenger of Allah 
 : said صلى اهلل عليه وسلم

 الَ يُْلَدغُ امْلُؤِْمُن ِمْن ُجْحٍر َواِحٍد 
 َمرَّتنَْيِ

صحيح البخاري ، حديث 6133#
 A believer is not stung twice

from the same hole.


