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And the brothers of Yousuf came [seeking food], and they 
entered upon him; and he recognized them, but he was to 

them unknown.

Another scene in the life of Yousuf عليه السالم unfolds. Yousuf عليه 
 was now the minister of finance in Egypt, in charge of all السالم
the wealth of the nation. Trust Allah and His plans for your life. 
Yousuf عليه السالم took this position and dealt with this authority in 

the best way, still a muhsin. He planned and administered the matters according to the dream of the king 
which he had interpreted. 

In the first 7 years, he supervised abundant growth and preservation. In the next 7 years, the drought spread 
all over the region, reaching Palestine, where Ya'qub عليه السالم lived with with his sons. Egypt was the only 
country in the whole region, where, thanks to the dream and the interpretation, according to the plan of Allah, 
there was still abundant food available, so everyone flocked there to barter for food. 

Ya'qub عليه السالم also sent 10 of his sons to acquire the food grains from Egypt. Allah made the means for the 
brothers to go to Egypt, where Yousuf عليه السالم was now in the most powerful position of authority. Egypt was 
the only rich country in Greater Africa and the Middle East at that time, with an elaborate civilization. 

The brothers of Yousuf عليه السالم came, 7 years after Yousuf عليه السالم was given the position of authority. Many 
years had passed since the brothers cruelly threw their baby brother into the well, approximately 21 years, in 
which Yousuf went from the well to the house of the Aziz, to the prison, and now was ensconced in a palace as 
a minister.  The brothers were older, as was Yousuf. When he last saw his brothers, they were young men, so 
they were still recognizable. But Yousuf had been a small boy when they last saw him, so they didn't recognize 
him. 

The brothers reached Egypt after a difficult journey, carrying goods to be bartered, and went to the court of 
Yousuf عليه السالم, who now had the upper hand. They requested Yousuf عليه السالم, the brother they had hated,  
and thrown out of their lives, for food. 

They were led straight away to Yousuf عليه السالم, showing that he dealt with the distribution of the food himself. 
He recognized his brothers the moment they walked in, while they remained unaware of him. They were now 
needy and poor, and he was rich and powerful. 

Previously, in ayah 15, Allah had told Yousuf عليه السالم that he would inform his brothers of their evil deed 
without them realizing it    ذَا َوُهْم اَل يَْشُعرُوَن  You will surely inform them   َوأَْوَحيْنَا إَِليِْه َلتُنَبِّئَنَُّهم ِبأَْمرِِهْم هَٰ
[someday] about this affair of theirs while they do not perceive [your identity]. This was what happened. 

Yousuf عليه السالم didn't reveal his identity. He met his oppressors, the ones who separated him from his home, 
form his loving father, and he was in a more powerful position than them, but he controlled himself. He dealt 
with them as he did with everyone who came to barter for food. There was a fixed amount of food that each 
person could be given, which he had weighed. He was managing the situation of the drought very well, 
treating everyone equally, because he knew it would endure for 7 years, and the food grains had to last for that 
long. They were 10, so they got 10 shares. 



And when he had furnished 
them with their supplies, he 
said, "Bring me a brother of 
yours from your father. Do not 

you see that I give full measure and that I am the best of 
accommodators?

Yousuf عليه السالم engaged them in small talk with them while their shares were being weighed, and the 
mentioned their father and a half brother back home. He wanted Binyameen with him, so he asked them to 
bring him with them next time they came for food, so that he could get his share too. It was obvious that he 
was being fair. 

Yousuf عليه السالم was speaking now, in this position of authority. He spoke about himself, not to show off, but to 
assure them. This was just as in ayah 55, when he told the king that he had the ability to take care of the 
wealth of the country   اْجَعْلِني َعَلىٰ َخزَاِئِن اأْلَرِْض إِنِّي َحِفيٌظ َعلِيٌم   Appoint me over the storehouses of the 
land. Indeed, I will be a knowing guardian. They could see he was fair and just and wise. They couldn't deny 
his request, he was so hospitable and he entertained them so well. 

But if you do not bring him to me, no 
measure will there be [hereafter] for you 

from me, nor will you approach me.

Yousuf عليه السالم used two tools to convince them, encouragement and warning. He reiterated that if they didn't 
bring their brother, they should not bother coming back, they would only be given the food grains if they 
brought their half brother along. He had the authority to make the rules. He knew they would be desperate for 
food soon enough, the drought was going to last for 7 long years, so they would have to come back several 
times. They would have to bring Binyameen, who was the full brother of Yousuf عليه السالم. 

They said, "We will attempt to dissuade his father from 
[keeping] him, and indeed, we will do [it]."

So the brothers committed themselves to convincing their 
father to allow them to take Binyameen with them. They were ready to cheat and plot their father to achieve 
this end. They actually had a valid reason to take Binyameen, they would need more food soon enough. They 
were confident they would be able to manage it. 


