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O [my] two companions of prison, are 
separate lords better or Allah , the One, the 

Prevailing?

Yousuf عليه السالم now makes the da'awah more clear. He called 
them his companions in prison, although they were so different 
from him. 

He asked them a question to make them think, according to their own level. They were servants by profession, 
so Yousuf عليه السالم used the analogy of masters to make them understand. So he asked them if one master 
was better, or only One? So he told them about Allah, the One with the perfect attributes and actions. He gave 
more names of Allah, الواحد, the One, and القهار, the Irresistible, the One to whom everyone is subjected. These 
names were the ones they needed to hear, and he was guided by Allah to mention them. 

You worship not besides Him 
except [mere] names you have 

named them, you and your 
fathers, for which Allah has 

sent down no authority. 
Legislation is not but for Allah . 

He has commanded that you 
worship not except Him. That 

is the correct religion, but most 
of the people do not know.

Yousuf عليه السالم wanted to tell 
them about the power of Allah. Whatever is worshipped besides Allah is lowly, and nothing, just names, titles 
that they gave to their idols. The people make these idols into gods, but they are empty, they have no 
characteristics of divinity and worship. The people just placed labels upon them. There is no proof that they 
can be worshipped, whereas there is ample proof that that they are false gods. They are worthless, helpless, 
weak, they are not capable of anything. 

Yousuf approached their tawheed, which is what a da'ee should do. The judgement is only with Allah. The 
fitrah needs attachment, so it is best to attach to the One who gives the laws and legislations. Yousuf عليه السالم 
wanted to clarify all their doubts, by negation and affirmation. This led to the actual information he wanted to 
give them, which is ال إله إال اهلل. He made everything so clear for them, because they didn't know anything. 

Islam is the upright deen, leading to all the goodness. Any other religion is crooked, leading to evil. Most 
people are ignorant, they don't know the real religion. There is a huge difference between tawheed and shirk, 
between worshipping One and worshipping many. 

We don't know whether the two boys 
responded to his da'awah, or not, but 
they now had the information. 

O two companions of prison, as for 
one of you, he will give drink to his 

master of wine; but as for the 



other, he will be crucified, and the birds will eat from his head. The matter has been decreed about 
which you both inquire."

Now Yousuf عليه السالم gave them the interpretation of their dreams. The one who dreamt he was pressing wine, 
would be saved, and taken out of prison, resuming his job as the one who served drinks to the king. The 
second dream was a warning of a crucification, and the birds would eat the flesh from his head. The dream is 
like a bird. Whatever it is interpreted as, will happen. This is why it must only be related to someone who has 
the correct knowledge. So this is what will happen to the boy. 

And he said to the one whom 
he knew would go free, 

"Mention me before your 
master." But shaitan made 
him forget the mention [to] 

his master, and Yousuf  
remained in prison several 

years.

The own who would serve the king was like a means to take Yousuf عليه السالم out of prison, so he requested 
that the boy would mention him to the king. Yousuf was innocent, and they had thrown him into the prison and 
forged teen about him, so he wanted to be freed. He had never asked anyone to help him before, in any of the 
hardships he faced, but now he depended on this boy telling his master about him, instead of trusting the plan 
of Allah. 
 
When the boys were in prison, they listened to Yousuf make the da'awah, so they knew about Allah. So the 
shaitan made the servant forget Allah. Yousuf was connected in his mind with Allah. So he forgot about Yousuf 
too. This was such a fascinating story, but he forgot it. 

The test of Yousuf عليه السالم was to trust the plan of Allah. The test of the boy was to remember Allah, and 
struggle against the shaitan. You must do good to those who do good to you. 

This was the decree of Allah, that Yousuf عليه السالم would stay in prison 3-9 years more. The decree of Allah is 
always perfect. It may appear to be bad, but the nurturing inside it is the best. This decree resulted in Yousuf 
 .coming out of prison with honour, recognized for his truthfulness, his innocence proven عليه السالم


