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The term richness can be used for many 
things, such as actions, colours, etc. 
Richness refers to being full of 
something. 

There are so many books telling us how 
to be rich. But all of them focus on 
money and material wealth, no other 
values. 

No one will read a book titled how to be 
poor. Ibn Al-Qayyim tells us in the book 
Stations of the Seekers. His statements 
are so rich with meaning. The book is 
titled

 مدارج السالكني بني منازل إياك نعبد وإياك نستعني 
The Station of Poverty

There are levels of reliance upon Allah. 

The meaning of فقر in the Arabic language is 
desperate needs. The word فقرة means vertebrae. The 
beggar doesn't have a backbone, no support, can't do 

anything. 

On each step of your journey to Allah, فقر must be there as the 
soul of your struggle. Without the فقر, there is no life in it. The goal 
of the struggle is also فقر. So the soul and the goal of the way to 
Allah is فقر. This is so important. 

How can I feel this فقر ? The knowledge first comes as if you are 
in an art gallery, observing a painting and admiring it. Then you 
work to make the same picture. Only Allah knows the level of 
each individual. The slave cannot be self-sufficient. 

 .is mentioned in the Qura'an three times فقر

The أهل الصفة, a group of Companions, who lived in the Masjid An-

 لِْلفَُقرَاِء الَِّذيَن أُْحِصرُوا ِفي َسِبيِل اهللَِّ اَل يَْستَِطيُعوَن
 َضْربًا ِفي اأْلَرِْض يَْحَسبُُهُم اْلَجاِهُل أَْغِنيَاَء ِمَن

 التََّعفُِّف تَْعرِفُُهم ِبِسيَماُهْم اَل يَْسأَُلوَن النَّاَس إِْلَحافًا
ۗ َوَما تُنِفُقوا ِمْن َخيٍْر فَِإنَّ اهللََّ ِبِه َعلِيٌم

[Charity is] for the poor who have been 
restricted for the cause of Allah , unable to 

move about in the land. An ignorant 
[person] would think them self-sufficient 
because of their restraint, but you will 

know them by their [characteristic] sign. 
They do not ask people persistently [or at 

all]. And whatever you spend of good - 
indeed, Allah is Knowing of it.

سورة البقرة 
2:273



Nabawi, and had devoted their lives to acquire knowledge, were 
destitute, they had nothing. But they never asked, and always 
looked so rich. 

The sadaqah was also for the 
poor Muslims, who were in dire 
straits of poverty. 

All mankind is poor and needy to 
Allah. 

The poverty of the slave is when 
he doesn't feel the 
need for Allah, and 
think he is in control. 
This person is not فقير 
to Allah. 

To give and withhold, are characteristic of the Rabb. Allah makes 
you laugh and cry, speak and be silent. The فقير knows his position, 
he doesn't push himself forward, giving himself Divine traits. 

The need 
of the 
slave can 
be seen 
when he 
entrusts 
all his life 
for Allah, 
not 
keeping anything for himself. So there is no shirk in 
their hearts. What Allah likes is important, not what 
you want. 

How will a فقير come to الغني ? What can a slave 
give to his Master? Allah doesn't want your actions 
and words, but you can give Him your فقر. This is 
what Allah wants from you. You must show your 
need 

for Allah to do any action. Take the means, but remember they 
are nothing. All the worship that you do should make you feel 
the فقر. 

The Pillars of الفقر 

🔺 The knowledge which drives you 
forward. You cannot feel the فقر without 
knowing the way. This knowledge 
makes you feel the فقر, and realize your 
weaknesses and deficiencies. 

َدَقاُت لِْلفَُقرَاِء َوامْلََساِكنيِ َواْلَعاِملنَِي َعَليَْها  إِنََّما الصَّ
 َوامْلُؤَلَّفَِة ُقُلوبُُهْم َوِفي الرَِّقاِب َواْلَغارِِمنَي َوِفي َسِبيِل
ِبيِل ۖ فَِريَضًة مَِّن اهللَِّ ۗ َواهللَُّ َعلِيٌم َحِكيٌم اهللَِّ َوابِْن السَّ
Zakah expenditures are only for the poor 
and for the needy and for those employed 
to collect [zakah] and for bringing hearts 

together [for Islam] and for freeing 
captives [or slaves] and for those in debt 

and for the cause of Allah and for the 
[stranded] traveler - an obligation 

[imposed] by Allah . And Allah is Knowing 
and Wise.
سورة التوبة 

9:60

 يَا أَيَُّها النَّاُس أَنتُُم اْلفَُقرَاُء إَِلى اهللَِّ
ۖ َواهللَُّ ُهوَ اْلَغِنيُّ اْلَحِميُد

O mankind, you are those in 
need of Allah , while Allah is 

the Free of need, the 
Praiseworthy.

سورة فاطر 
35:15



🔺 Caution which protects you. This is taqwa, and it stops you 
from hurting 
yourself. 

🔺 Certainty which 
carries you forward. 
You must believe in 
Allah will complete 
certainty to feel the 
 Then you will .فقر
run to Allah for 

everything. 

🔺 Remembrance of Allah 
which gives you strength. 
When you remember Allah all 
the time, you feel the فقر. 

The beginning of the فقر is 
humility, and the end is honour. 
The result of this need for Allah 
is so beautiful. 

The apparent consequence of الفقر is 
destitution, and the inner consequence is richness and inner contentment. 

The only way to Allah is 
through the فقر. This is the 
door to enter the closeness 
of Allah.

Imagine a road, which you 
are traveling on. When you 

reach your destination, there is a door, which you can see 
from afar. So you carry on until you reach this door. The 
only way to Rich this door and enter it is through feeling the 
desperate need for Allah. 

We need Allah for every action, every worship. We need 
Allah to pray and fast, to talk and walk, to eat and drink. 
When you realize this fact, you feel the فقر, and Allah appreciates this so much. 


