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The nature or فطرة of the human being 
loves boundaries, so we have the five 
obligatory prayers, which organize our 
day. 

The inborn character or طبع wants to 
go contrary to any boundaries. The 

desires want to follow their own way. So 
we must fight the طبع and go to the فطرة. The good consequences of obeying the boundaries is لؤلؤ واملرجان, 
pearls and coral. 

The inheritance laws are a boundary set by Allah. 
Whether it is a man or a woman, when they die, and 
they have wealth, Allah made laws for its distribution. If 
there weren't any rules, people would fight amongst 
each other, even sinking ship can be at each other's 
throats. So Allah already decided the percentage of the 
share of each relative. These are very precise set of 
rules. The boundary is there so that there is no injustice 
or corruption. 

The rules are so exact, that Allah has actually given the 
fractions of the shares. This precision can only be given 
by Allah. Whether people follow these rules or not, they 
are there for their benefit. It will not affect Allah on either 
way, whether they obey the boundaries or not. 

The people will be one of two groups. 
  َوَمن يُِطعِ اهللََّ َورَُسوَلُه              
َوَمن يَْعِص اهللََّ َورَُسوَلُه            
Those who follow the rules are obeying Allah and the Messenger صلى اهلل عليه وسلم. They don't bring their 
desires into the matter. It's a boundary and you must not exceed it, it's that simple. They will go to Jannah for 
obeying Allah, the success is to remain within the boundaries. Exceeding the boundaries by lying and cheating 
is not a shortcut. If you are driving and you break a lane to get to your destination quickly, you are endangering 
yourself. 

The boundaries of Allah are security and success. Look at the universe, it is working in perfect harmony, 
everything remaining within their boundaries. The higher we go, the greater are the creations. The huge 
planets all continue moving quietly within their orbits. 

When you break the rules, there is noise, horns blaring, people shouting, tires screeching. But when you drive 
within your lane, there is order, and silence. The mountains stand silently in their places, for millennia. The 
planets glide silently in their orbit, not rushing, even if they will reach their destination after hundreds of years. 

Those who disobey the rules and transgress, will enter the 
hellfire and remain there for an eternity. 

The rights of Muslims upon each other 

All the Muslims have rights upon each other. This includes 
relatives, friends, as well as strangers. We think we have 
duties only towards family and friends. But all the Muslims 

 ِتْلَك ُحُدوُد اهللَِّ ۚ َوَمن يُِطعِ اهللََّ َورَُسوَلُه يُْدِخْلُه َجنَّاٍت تَْجِري
ِمن تَْحِتَها اأْلَنَْهاُر َخالِِديَن ِفيَها ۚ َوذَٰلَِك اْلفَوْزُ اْلَعِظيُم

These are the limits [set by] Allah , and whoever 
obeys Allah and His Messenger will be admitted 

by Him to gardens [in Paradise] under which 
rivers flow, abiding eternally therein; and that is 

the great attainment. 
 َوَمن يَْعِص اهللََّ َورَُسوَلُه َويَتََعدَّ ُحُدوَدهُ يُْدِخْلُه نَارًا َخالًِدا

ِفيَها َوَلُه َعذَاٌب مُِّهنٌي
And whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger and 
transgresses His limits - He will put him into the Fire to 
abide eternally therein, and he will have a humiliating 

punishment. 
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have rights. This is حق, rights, not إحسان, something extra, it is the 
minimum, the limitation. 

This Hadith is like an ocean. The tongue is quick to slash, and the 
hands can hurt in a multitude of ways, such as sending a message. 
Before anyone is a relative, they are slaves of Allah. It is the mercy of 
Allah that He gave us connections with each other, by birth and by 
marriage, or we would have been alone. 

We must put these rules in practice. Before you speak, think, will 
your words hurt someone? Everyone has a personal boundary, and if 
you hurt someone, you are crossing this boundary. If you cant benefit 
someone, atleast don't hurt them. You may be helping someone, while at the same time harming them by your 
tongue, which renders your help null. 

The rights of a Muslim upon another is of two types. 
��فرض عني 

Obligatory, everyone must do it. 

�� فرض كفاية
At least one person must to do, and that will suffice for 
all. If none are doing it, then all of them are sinners. 

The Muslim must 
get his right, 
some must be 
given by all the people, and some will suffice with only a few people. 

There are 
some rights 
which are 
obligatory, and 
some which 
are 
recommended. 

❶ Returning the greeting, answering the salaam. 
To start the salaam is not a right, but to answer it is. 
His right is that you respond to it. 

If you say salaam to one person, then it is obligatory 
upon that person to respond to it. Even if that person 

is praying, he must answer by raising his hand. 
It is فرض عني. If the person makes salaam to a 
group of people, then the response is فرض كفاية. 
If even one person responds, it is fine. But if no 
one responds, all of them are sinners. The 
person can repeat the salaam three times, and 
if no one answers, he must stay quiet. 

To start the salaam is سنة مؤكدة, highly 
recommended. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه 
 : said وسلم

املسلم من سلم املسلمون من لسانه، ويده
متفق عليه ، رياض الصالحني ، كتاب #1، حديث 

211#
A Muslim is the one from whose 

tongue and hands the Muslims are 
safe.

(Part of a longer Hadith)

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم said: 
 والذي نفسي بيده ال تدخلوا الجنة حتى تؤمنوا وال تؤمنوا حتى 
 تحابوا أوال أدلكم على شيء إذا فعلتموه تحاببتم: أفشوا السالم

 بينكم
رواه مسلم ، رياض الصالحني ،كتاب #1، حديث 378#

By Him in Whose Hand my soul is! You will not enter Jannah 
until you believe, and you shall not believe until you love one 
another. May I inform you of something, if you do, you love 

each other. Spread salaam amongst you.



❷ Visiting the sick person. This is فرض كفاية. From a group, at least one person must go. Everyone doesn't 
need to go. It is good for the people if they visit the sick person, but his right is that at least one person should 
go to him. 

The sick person needs company, but there are manners to do this. 
🔺 You should not visit at an inconvenient time. 
🔺 Don't stay for too long. Don't talk about depressing topics. 
🔺 Make ruqya and dua. 
Think of yourself, how would you like to be treated if you were sick? Always give hope to the sick person. 

 ❸  Responding to an invitation. When someone invites you, it is his right that you respond to his invitation. 
He doesn't have to invite everyone. The acceptance of the invitation depends on the occasion. The invitation 
which should be accepted : 
  وليمة العرس ◄ واجب ◄ إال لعذر شرعي
The celebration on the day of the nikah, the marriage contract. This is obligatory, except if there is a valid 
reason not to go, such as if it's s mixed gathering, or there is music, or the husband doesn't allow you to go. 

غير وليمة العرس ◄ مستحب 
It is recommended to accept any other invitation. But if you cannot go, it is not a sin. The family has more 
rights that you accept their invitations. 

❹  Following the funeral to the grave. It is the right of a Muslim that when he dies, the other Muslims 
should attend his burial. This is فرض كفاية, as long as even one person goes, the right is fulfilled. If more go it is 
better, but even one is sufficient. If no one goes, they are all sinners. The relatives have greater rights. 

❺ Answering the sneeze. If someone sneezes and says Alhumdulillah, all praise for Allah, the one who 
hears him should respond to it by saying yahamak Allah, may Allah have mercy on you. When you sneeze, 
everything in your body shuts down, and then resumes, so you praise Allah. This is فرض عني, everyone who 
hears him should respond. 

❻ Advising when asked. If a Muslim asks for advice, it is incumbent that it be given to him. This is 
obligatory, and فرض كفاية. You must advice only if you have knowledge of the matter, and can benefit the person 
by the advice. If you feel you can't, refer him to someone who can. 


