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The words حدود اهلل, the boundaries of 
Allah, are mentioned in the ayaat 228 - 
230 in Surah Al-Baqarah many times, 
which means they carry a great 
importance. we must learn about the 
boundaries set by Allah for us. 

The word حدود is plural for حد. This has three meanings. 

⚜ الحاجز بني الشيئني 
A boundary or barrier between two things, which should 
not be crossed. You must remain behind the line marking 
the border. 

⚜ النهاية
The ultimate, the end, the maximum limit that can be 
reached. 

 The lote tree marked the limit of the knowledge of all the 
creation, including Jibreel. This was the utmost boundary, 
beyond which no creation could venture.

 The last word is with Allah. We all plan, but the final result is 
what Allah plans.
We cannot cross the border, can't go further.

 🔱 Musa عليه السالم was asked who the most knowledgeable 
person was, and he assumed he was, because he was the 

Messenger. But Allah told him that there was another slave of Allah, not a messenger, but an ordinary man, 
who had a different kind of knowledge than his. So Musa عليه السالم took with him Yusha' bin Nun, and left to 
search for Al-Khidr. They were given two signs of the place where they would find him, the place where the two 
seas met, and the fish which they carried in their basket, and ate from, this half eaten carcass would jump into 
the sea. When they  reached the meeting point, they forgot and slept. They woke up and resumed their quest, 
and went further ahead of the place, but now, although they had taken rest, they felt tired. So when you cross 
the boundary, you are tired and distressed, and face difficulties. 

🔱 Musa عليه السالم had an appointment to meet Allah. But he was so eager, that he came before the appointed 
time. You would think this is good, but Allah gently reprimanded him. The consequence of his haste as that his 
people were tested in his absence, and started to worship an idol in the shape of a calf.

When you cross the boundaries, you face problems. You are safe within the boundaries. Any transgression 
can spread corruption and mischief. The human nature is one of curiosity and haste. We always want to know 
everything. We think we can get better things when we are hasty. But crossing the boundary never leads to 
good. It may seem good to you, but it's consequences are not good. 

ِعنَد ِسْدرَِة امْلُنتََهىٰ
At the Lote Tree of the Utmost Boundary 

سورة النجم 
53:14

َوأَنَّ إَِلىٰ َربَِّك امْلُنتََهىٰ
And that to your Lord is the finality

سورة النجم 
53:42



⚜ املميز
Distinct and obvious, very apparent, so that there is no mistake. No one can have the excuse that they didn't 
notice it. It is like a yellow line on the road, or a fence, or a zebra-crossing, or barbed wire, very obvious. 

We need these boundaries in life. The universe is already working within the boundaries, they were created in 
this way, their default status is that they don't cross their boundaries. There are no distinct and visible borders 
for the universe, but they all know their limits. But the human beings need to learn about them. The universe 
never takes a break, never crosses the limits. The sun and moon, stars and planets, mountains and seas, 
bees and ants, will continue to do their work, until Allah tells them to stop, when the Day of Judgement starts. 
The human being needs to learn his boundaries and train himself. 

 The characteristic of liquid is to mix and merge. 
The two seas meet, one salty, the other sweet, but they 
don't merge, they remain separate. There is no 
apparent barrier, but they will not exceed the 
boundaries set for them by Allah. The salty water will 
not spoil the sweet one, nor will the sewer water 
overpower the salty one. We need both sweet and salty 
water. If they merge, both are disabled. 

Everyone is different, but we must not transgress our 
limits. 

🔱  In a marriage, both the spouses must obey the 
boundaries of Allah, other wise it is better to separate. 
This is an important concept, if you cannot stay within 
the boundaries, it is better to stay apart. Don't cause 
corruption by exceeding the limits. Both the husband 

and wife must stay within the boundaries.  It is a blessing 
that the two seas don't merge and spoil each other. If one of them transgresses, it can spoil the other too. 
Sometimes if one spouse doesn't give the rights, it can make the other spouse transgress. It is a blessing that 
there are boundaries. 

From both the seas, salty and sweet, we get pearls and corals, 
treasures. If both the partners in the marriage remain within the 
boundaries, they will be productive in society. The problem is 
transgression. We need to know the boundaries so that we can 
maintain them. 

We can learn harmony from the night and day too. They both move 
subtly and gently, merging into each other seamlessly. One black 
thread and one white thread replace each other. The sunset and 
sunrise are such peaceful and beautiful times. The birds praise Allah, 
it is the time of glorification. 

The planets move smoothly and silently in orbit. Everything remains 
within their boundaries. For the human being to transgress is odd, 
against the laws of the universe. The human being is honoured by 
Allah, so it is shameful for him to transgress. 

This is the attitude of the one without knowledge. There is great importance of knowledge. We want the pearls 
and coral in lives, in our surroundings, in our environment. For this, we must educate ourselves and others. 

َمَرجَ اْلبَْحَريِْن يَْلتَِقيَاِن
He released the two seas, meeting [side by side];

بَيْنَُهَما بَرْزَخٌ الَّ يَبِْغيَاِن
Between them is a barrier [so] neither of them 

transgresses.
فَِبأَيِّ آاَلِء َربُِّكَما تَُكذِّبَاِن

So which of the favors of your Lord would you 
deny?

يَْخُرجُ ِمنُْهَما اللُّؤُْلؤُ َوامْلَرَْجاُن
From both of them emerge pearl and coral.

فَِبأَيِّ آاَلِء َربُِّكَما تَُكذِّبَاِن
So which of the favors of your Lord would you 

deny?
سورة الرحمن
55:19-23

 يُولِجُ اللَّيَْل ِفي النََّهاِر َويُولِجُ النََّهاَر ِفي
ُدوِر اللَّيِْل ۚ َوُهوَ َعلِيٌم ِبذَاِت الصُّ

He merges night into day (i.e. the 
decrease in the hours of the night 
is added into the hours of the day), 
and merges day into night (i.e. the 
decrease in the hours of the day is 
added into the hours of the night), 

and He has full knowledge of 
whatsoever is in the breasts.

سورة الحديد 
57:6



There are three kinds of boundaries of Allah. 
❶ The commandments which forbid you 
from transgressing them. 
❷ The prohibitions which forbid you from 
giving close to them.
❸ The punishments for certain crimes, 
such as stealing, which is cutting the hand, 
and adultery, which is stoning and lashes. 
These are also called حدود. 

For the haram, you must not even go close to it. Imagine a fire 
behind a wall, is you go close to the wall, you will feel the heat. You 
will fall into the fire if you go near it. For instance, Allah says don't 
go close to زنا. This means anything that can lead to adultery. Don't 
mix with non mahram males, don't say he is a friend, or a colleague. 
Don't use perfume in their presence. Anything which can lead to the 
haram is haram. Allah told Aadam عليه السالم not to come close to the 
forbidden tree, he did, and he ate from it. 

There are right and commands of Allah, regarding the relationship 
between the husband and the wife. Don't transgress from these 
commands. Don't violate or neglect them, or you will be from among 
the unjust and the oppressors. 

The boundaries of Allah are specially the rights of the people upon you. 
Our boundaries are what we have to do for the people around us, 
husband, father, children, for the believers in general, the teacher and 
students, the leaders and followers. Allah may forgive His rights, but 
the lack in the rights of people can take you to the hellfire. When 
people don't know their duties, this leads to corruption in society. 
Before you ask for your rights, you must fulfill your duties. 

The Rights of the Wife upon her Husband 

We begin with the rights of the husband and wife, 
because the marriage is the foundation of the 
society. If a marriage is based on the rights of both 
the spouses, there is harmony, the worship is 
good, and there is happiness and peace in the 
household. 

If the husband or the wife transgress, and don't 
fulfill the rights of each other, there is chaos and 
anarchy in the household. 

The husband and wife both have rights upon each other. 

ُ اهللَُّ  ِتْلَك ُحُدوُد اهللَِّ فاََل تَْقَربُوَها ۗ َكذَٰلَِك يُبنَيِّ
آيَاِتِه لِلنَّاِس َعلَُّهْم يَتَُّقوَن

These are the limits [set by] Allah , so 
do not approach them. Thus does 
Allah make clear His ordinances to 
the people that they may become 

righteous.
سورة البقرة 

2:187

 ِتْلَك ُحُدوُد اهللَِّ فاََل تَْعتَُدوَها ۚ َوَمن يَتََعدَّ
ُحُدوَد اهللَِّ فَأُولَِٰئَك ُهُم الظَّامِلُوَن

These are the limits of Allah , so 
do not transgress them. And 

whoever transgresses the limits 
of Allah - it is those who are the 

wrongdoers.
سورة البقرة 

2:229



🔴  Financial Rights
The husband must spend on his wife, otherwise it will 
lead to corruption. 

🔺 The dowry 
Don't delay giving the wife 
her dowry, and give it with 
a good heart. This is not a 
condition for the validity of 
the marriage.

🔺 General spending 
The husband must spend on the wife, even if she is rich. This is when the wife 
has a normal relationship with the husband. He must spend on her clothes, and 
whatever else she needs for herself. The 
children come under a different 
equation. This is her pocket money, and 
the husband doesn't even have the right 

to ask her where she spent it. 

This spending on the part of the husband is according to what he can 
afford, his level and status. The man is 

in charge. 

🔺 A home
The husband must provide his wife 
with private living quarters, even if it 
is just one room. The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم had nine wives, 
and each of them had a separate one room hut for themselves. You can't 
have multiple wives living under the same door, that is asking for trouble. 
There must be boundaries. The relationship of the husband and wife is 
private, and must remain so. 

🔴  Non financial means
 🔺 Treating her in the best manner
The husband must deal with the wife nicely, smiling at 
her, using good words. He should not be like a guest, 

aloof 
and 
formal, 
nor 
should 
he be 
shouting 
and 
frowning. 
The wife deserves good words. The woman is emotionally fragile, 
and easily hurt. 

 🔺 Not harm the wife
One of the rights of the wife upon the husband is that he should 
not harm her, physically or verbally. 

 َوآتُوا النَِّساَء َصُدَقاِتِهنَّ ِنْحَلًة ۚ
 فَِإن ِطنْبَ َلُكْم َعن َشيٍْء مِّنُْه
نَفًْسا فَُكُلوهُ َهِنيئًا مَِّريئًا
And give the women 
[upon marriage] their 

[bridal] gifts graciously. 
But if they give up willingly 
to you anything of it, then 
take it in satisfaction and 

ease.
سورة النساء 

4:4
 لِيُنِفقْ ذُو َسَعٍة مِّن َسَعِتِه ۖ َوَمن ُقِدَر َعَليِْه

ا آتَاهُ اهللَُّ رِزُْقُه فَْليُنِفقْ ِممَّ
Let a man of wealth spend from his 
wealth, and he whose provision is 

restricted - let him spend from what 
Allah has given him. 

سورة الطالق 
65:7

 أَْسِكنُوُهنَّ ِمْن َحيُْث َسَكنتُم مِّن
 ُوْجِدُكْم

Lodge them [in a section] of 
where you dwell out of your 

means 
سورة الطالق 

65:6

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم 
said : 

 اْستَوُْصوا ِبالنَِّساِء، فَِإنَّ امْلَرْأَةَ ُخلَِقْت ِمْن ِضَلعٍ،
َلعِ أَْعالَهُ، فَِإْن ذََهبَْت  َوإِنَّ أَْعوَجَ َشىٍْء ِفي الضِّ

 تُِقيُمُه َكَسرْتَُه، َوإِْن تَرَْكتَُه َلْم يَزَْل
أَْعوَجَ، فَاْستَوُْصوا ِبالنَِّساِء

صحيح البخاري ، حديث 3331#
Treat women nicely, for a women is 

created from a rib, and the most curved 
portion of the rib is its upper portion, so, 

if you should try to straighten it, it will 
break, but if you leave it as it is, it will 

remain crooked. So treat women nicely.



🔺 Be just between all wives
This justice must be carried out with regards to the physical relationship, and other things too, such as 
traveling, and giving gifts, etc. The love in the heart cannot be controlled, but he cannot show this preference 
on his treatments to his wives. The most beloved wife cannot get any special treatment. He has to spend the 
same amount of time with them all. Wives are human beings, and the husband cannot please one to the 
expense of the other. 

The Rights of the Husband upon his Wife 
The husband has more rights upon the wife, 
than she has 
upon him. The 
duty of the wife 
is greater than 
her rights. The 
man is is charge 
of the women in 
hi slide, and this 
role has been 
given to him by 
Allah. If you do 
more for your 
husband, he will 

do more for you. 

When the wife fulfills her duties, she 
is actually helping her husband to 
do his job. This does not make the 
wife any less, she has her own 
position. 

🔺 The wife must obey her 
husband.
Allah gave him the authority to be in 
charge of the wife. It is good for the 

woman to be a follower. Why should she take the burden to make the 
decisions? 

The wife must 
focus only on her 
own boundaries 
and obligations, 
obeying her 
husband. She must not do anything haram even if her 
husband tells her to. 

This obedience is her door to the 'pearls and coral'. 
Arguing and negotiating is not the best way, and can spoil 
the relationship. The marriage is blessed when there is 
obedience. 

🔺 Honour the needs of the husband. 
The wife cannot refuse the husband when he 
wants a relation with her. She can refuse if she 
has a valid reason, such as sickness. If she 

 الرَِّجاُل َقوَّاُموَن َعَلى النَِّساِء
َل اهللَُّ بَْعَضُهْم َعَلىٰ  ِبَما فَضَّ

 بَْعٍض َوِبَما أَنفَُقوا ِمْن أَْموَالِِهْم
Men are in charge of 

women by [right of] what 
Allah has given one over 
the other and what they 
spend [for maintenance] 

from their wealth. 
سورة النساء 

4:34

 َولِلرَِّجاِل َعَليِْهنَّ َدرََجٌة ۗ َواهللَُّ َعِزيزٌ
َحِكيٌم

But the men have a degree 
over them [in responsibility 
and authority]. And Allah is 
Exalted in Might and Wise.

سورة البقرة 
2:228

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم said : 
نَْت  إذا صلَِّت املرأةُ َخْمَسها ، و صاَمت شهرَها ، و حصَّ
 فرَجها ، وأطاَعت زوَجها ، قيَل لها : ادُخلي الجنََّة ِمن

أيِّ أبواِب الجنَِّة ِشئِت
 الراوي : أبو هريرة | املحدث : األلباني | املصدر : صحيح

الجامع
الصفحة أو الرقم: 660 | خالصة حكم املحدث : صحيح
If a woman prays the five daily obligatory 

prayers, fasts the month of Ramadan, protects 
her chastity, and obeys her husband, it will be 
said to her, enter Jannah from any door you 

wish.

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم said : 
 إذا دعا الرجل امرأته إلى فراشه فأبت، فبات غضبان عليها، لعنتها

املالئكة حتى تصبح
متفق عليه ، رياض الصالحني ، كتاب #18، حديث 1749#

If a man calls his wife to his bed and she refuses, and 
thus he spends the night angry with her, the angels 

continue cursing her till the morning.



refuses without a reason, and he is angry with her, the angels will curse her all night. Her refusal might make 
him go to haram acts, and she will be responsible for it. 

🔺 Don't allow someone he doesn't like to enter the house.
The husband has the right to refuse entry to anyone he wants to his house. The wife should not argue with 
him, just obey him.

🔺 Don't leave the house without his permission.
The wife must get the permission of the husband to go somewhere, unless he already gave her a blanket 
permission to go wherever she pleases. If he refuses to allow her to go somewhere, she should obey him. This 
includes her parents house as well. 

🔺 Discipline.
The husband can reform and discipline his wife, she has to accept this. The discipline is in three stages. 
!  Admonish her.
! Separate her sleeping arrangement.
! Hit her lightly.

There are four circumstances in which the husband must discipline his wife.
! If she isn't praying.
!  If she goes out of the house without his permission, meets someone he doesn't like, and goes to a place he 

doesn't approve of. 
! If she refuses to have a relation with him.
! If she isn't grooming herself for him. 

🔺 Serve the husband.
The wife must serve her husband according to the customs and culture of the country. The woman of the city 
will serve her husband in a different manner than a woman in the countryside. The city wife would carry a tray 
with a cup of coffee, whereas a wife belonging to the countryside would carry heavy loads, milk a cow, etc. If 
the wife is from a different culture, she must learn what is required from her to please her husband. 

🔺 Give pleasurable company.
The wife must try to be an easy person to live with. She should smile to her husband, be pleasant and cheerful 
to him, talk with good words. 




