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So when they took him [out] and agreed to put him into the 
bottom of the well... But We inspired to him : You will surely 
inform them [someday] about this affair of theirs while they 

do not perceive [your identity].

Ya'qub عليه السالم agreed to let them take Yousuf with them. All the 
brothers agreed to put their baby brother in the well. They were so intent in getting fid of him, they chose an 
isolated and hidden well to throw him in. 

Imagine Yousuf, a small boy, and these ten young and strong men. There was no question of him being able to 
defend himself. Where were their hearts when they were cruelly throwing a small boy in a well? Where was 
their mercy and humanity? Where was their belief? The evil of their hearts covered their minds, so that they 
couldn't see right and wrong. 

In this critical condition, we see the kindness and love of Allah. Yousuf was not left alone, Allah inspired  to 
him, that he would one day inform the brothers of what they did to him, in a manner which would be very 
gentle. We see this in the Surah, when Yousuf عليه السالم becomes the minister of finance, and there is a 
drought, and he is the one giving food provisions to everyone. The brothers would realize their mistake in a 
very subtle way, not by being blamed. 

This specific inspiration has so many aspects. All the good that happened later in the life of Yousuf عليه السالم is 
included in this glad tiding. This shows that Allah doesn't leave any injustices in life. The own who is plotting 
should never think that he is successful. The brothers would undergo nurturing, and realize their sins. Don't for 
a moment think that Allah will neglect an injustice, or forget it. Allah gives time, dealing with the sinners with 
forbearance. 

And they came to their father at night, weeping.

The brothers went thorough their evil plot, and they now thought their 
problem is solved. But the issue still remained. The father didn't forget Yousuf, and their sins were 
compounded by their lies. 

The brothers came back home at night, after disposing of their brother. They came later than usual, to show 
that there had been a tragedy. They were also crying, or pretending to cry, so that their father would believe 
their elaborate story. It was easier to hide their expressions of glee in the candle light, and show feelings of 
grief. Imagine the evil in their hearts to think of these details. This was from the shaitan. So they cried their 
crocodile tears to show their sadness and prove their truthfulness. 

They said : O our father, 
indeed we went racing each 
other and left Joseph with 

our possessions, and a 
wolf ate him. But you would 

not believe us, even if we 
were truthful.



They concocted an elaborate story, about how they were having races, and they left Yousuf with their things, 
while they went far in the desert, racing with each other. And suddenly a wild appeared out of nowhere, and 
ate him up! This was such an incredulous story. A wold. Annie be so bold as to snatch a child from under the 
eyes of so many people. Their father had hush him this idea, when he was telling them his fears. The fears of 
Ya'qub عليه السالم were realized. 

Again, they used reverse psychology to convince their father of their false innocence. So they said he wouldn't 
even believe them, even if their were telling the truth. They were liars, and were essentially admitting their 
crime. 

When the shaitan gives you his evil ideas, he remains with you until you slip and commit the crime. Then he 
leaves you to bungle around and commit more sins. 


