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They said, "O our father, why do you not entrust us with 
Yousuf while indeed, we are to him sincere counselors?

The first step to their evil plot was to convince their father to allow 
them to take Yousuf with them. So they went to him, and put 
pressure on him, by using emotions. They made him feel guilty for. 
It trusting them with Yousuf, saying they were transparent with 
their feelings for him, and only wanted good for him. 

When you open the gates of the evil, you give free rein to the shaitan, he will enter, and in his logical way, he 
will inspire you to evil. The shaitan helps the one who wants to do evil, by giving them ideas. 

Send him with us tomorrow that he may 
eat well and play. And indeed, we will be 

his guardians.

Their father knew their evil intent, is he doesn't let Yousuf associate with them. But now the brothers were 
playing the game to remove Yousuf عليه السالم. Ya'qub عليه السالم was a believer, so he didn't try to go into the 
intentions of people, and believed what they said. 

The brothers proceeded with their plan, and hastily told their father they wanted to take Yousuf for a picnic the 
next day. This was another way of applying pressure, asking for an instant decision, not giving him time to 
think. Don't be deceived by the success of evil, because whatever is based on evil will never be successful. 

The brothers tempted their father by saying that Yousuf would enjoy himself, playing and eating in the desert, 
pledging to protect him. Imagine one small boy and ten young men as baby sitters, the scenario seemed very 
safe. 

[Ya'qub] said : Indeed, it 
saddens me that you 

should take him, and I fear 
that a wolf would eat him 

while you are of him 
unaware.

Ya'qub عليه السالم didn't confront them of their evil intentions, and accepted their story. They showed that they 
cared for Yousuf, and he accepted their words, even though he knew in his heart that they were lying. Instead 
of that, he spoke about his own feelings, saying that the thought of sending Yousuf away from him, even for a 
short time, made him sad. He also informed them of his fear, that a wolf may eat him, while they were busy 
with something. 

This showed that Ya'qub عليه السالم was over protective of Yousuf, and was always with him. It was difficult for 
him to separate from Yousuf even for a day, and the decree was to be away from him for many many years. 
This was nurturing for Ya'qub عليه السالم as well. The prophets and messengers were tested the most severely, 
because Allah wanted them to be protected from all evil. When Younus عليه السالم left his nation, he was 
nurtured in the belly of the whale. We are not up to their level, and we are tested accordingly. Don't let the 
sadness and fear overpower you. Trust Allah and He will take you to the best decree. We must learn from the 
prophets. 



They said : If a wolf should eat him while we 
are a [strong] clan, indeed, we would then 

be losers.

When the brothers heard the feelings of their father, they became more angry, so they 
ignored it. Instead, they addressed his fear, saying they were such a strong group of 
men, and if the wolf managed to snatch Yousuf in spite of them being there to protect him, 
they would be complete losers. 

Their actions were evil, but the decree is perfect. 


