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[Of these stories mention] when Yousuf said to his father, "O 
my father, indeed I have seen [in a dream] eleven stars and 

the sun and the moon; I saw them prostrating to me."

Allah gave support to Yousuf عليه السالم before the painful decree 
began. This gave him hope, the strength to trust Allah and move on. There was a strong connection between 
Yousuf عليه السالم and his father Ya'qub عليه السالم. The son told the father everything, and the father listened 
attentively and advised appropriately. 

Yousuf عليه السالم saw a clear and undeniable vision in his sleep. He saw eleven planets, the sun and the moon, 
all prostrating to him. This was an introduction of what would happen in the future. This was an elevated 
dream, related to the sky, pointing to a very high position. When Allah plans something very high to happen to 
you, He first prepares you for it, by giving support for the future difficulties. This dream gave Yousuf عليه السالم 
hope, and the strength to keep going on, because he had the indication that his dream would be fulfilled after 
temporary difficulties. Allah elevates people after they go through trials, and throughout the trials Allah will 
support His slaves. 

Ya'qub عليه السالم interpreted the dream, which was so clear and obvious, not at all random. The elevens 
planets were the brothers, the sun was the mother, and the moon was the father. So Yousuf عليه السالم would 
reach a position of great importance, and they will all submit to him, and prostrate to him, as a sign of respect. 
Allah teaches us not to be hasty. You cannot be established without a struggle, and a test. Allah will nurture 
you gently. 

He said : O my son, do not relate 
your vision to your brothers or 
they will contrive against you a 

plan. Indeed shaitan, to man, is a 
manifest enemy.

Ya'qub عليه السالم knew his sons, and 
was aware that they were jealous of Yousuf عليه السالم. He realized that these evil feelings could get worse if 
this dream was disclosed to them. So he adviced Yousuf عليه السالم to keep it a secret from his brothers. 
Imagine a young boy seeing this great vision, he would be so excited and would want to tell everyone. But his 
father told him not to relate it to anyone. The father knew this dream would reveal the sickness of the hearts of 
the brothers. 

The father blames the shaitan, that he would make them plot against their younger brother. The shaitan is our 
greatest enemy, and he waits for any chance to create enmity between us. This advice was so beneficial, and 
helped him throughout the long and painful journey. We are all human, and the shaitan targets our 
weaknesses. The brothers were already jealous, and this would compound this sickness of the heart, until it 
was blown out of proportion. 

Whoever has any blessings, will be envied, so it is better to keep things secret. You don't know who is jealous 
of you. 



And thus will your Lord choose you 
and teach you the interpretation of 
narratives and complete His favor 
upon you and upon the family of 

Ya'qub, as He completed it upon your 
fathers before, Ibrahim and Ishaq. 
Indeed, your Rabb is Knowing and 

Wise.

Ya'qub connected to Allah with the interpretation, because he knew of the actions of Allah. This was a very 
clear dream. By bringing Allah into the situation, it would keep Yousuf humble. Every phase of life is a 
nurturing. Yousuf عليه السالم went through a very different and special nurturing, going form his home, to the 
well, to the house of the Aziz, to the prison, and finally, to the palace of the king, acquiring full authority and 
power. 

Ya'qub عليه السالم told his young son that Allah would teach him the interpretation of dreams, and about the 
books. These were all favours, supporting Yousuf through the long and challenging years, making him react 
very calmly always in a tranquil state. The words of his father stayed with him. 

Any favour on Yousuf was a favour for the whole family. To complete the favour, he had to go through 
nurturing. Ya'qub عليه السالم connected him to the past, to his ancestors, ibrahim and Ishaq عليهما السالم. Allah is 
your Rabb, He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, so don't be hasty. 


