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He said, "O my people, have you considered: if I 
am upon clear evidence from my Lord and He has provided me with a good provision from Him... ? 

And I do not intend to differ from you in that which I have forbidden you; I only intend reform as much 
as I am able. And my success is not but through Allah . Upon him I have relied, and to Him I return.

Even after their sarcasm, Shu'ayb عليه السالم spoke to them affectionately. When you are on the truth, you don't 
have any doubts, and find comfort and peace in the heart. The truth cannot be denied. He had so much 
certainty in the message. When you want to reform someone, you must reform yourself first. He didn't want 
anything from them, he only wanted to reform them. Allah had given him a good provision, and this was either 
wealth or the message. He didn't have a hidden agenda, he only advices and commanded his people to 
reform them. 

When you advice people, you should not want anything in return, except their reform. This is a very good 
intention, and you will be rewarded for it, even if the people don't change. 

Shu'ayb عليه السالم immediately followed up his statement of his intention with a clarification. This may seem as 
if he was praising himself, so he quickly said that his success was only with Allah. There is no might and power 
except from Allah. 

Sometimes the situation warrants that you make your intention clear, and this may seem like تزكية النفس, 
presenting yourself as pure. So you must attribute it to Allah, by saying that all success in life is only with Allah. 
Sometimes you tell someone an incident from your life as a lesson, and must add this  ►  ََِّوَما تَوِْفيِقي إاِلَّ ِباهلل  ► 
there is no success except with Allah. 

This is the success, you cut the praise, and negate it. This makes you humble. Rely on Allah and turn to Him 
alone. You cannot do reform by yourself. 

The ayaat of the Qura'an are like signposts, guideline you on every step, on the way to Allah. The ayaat will 
come and initiate the feelings in your heart. 
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