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And O my people, this is the she-camel of Allah - 
[she is] to you a sign. So let her feed upon Allah's 
earth and do not touch her with harm, or you will 

be taken by an impending punishment.

Salih عليه السالم was asked by the nation of Thamud 
for a particular sign, a 10 months pregnant female camel, which should emerge from a particular rock cliff. 
Allah gave them this miracle. This huge camel was a sign of Allah. Anything which is attached to the name of 
Allah, is honoured, such as بيت اهلل, the house of Allah. So this was ناقة اهلل, the she-camel of Allah, she was 
honored, and she had to be treated with respect. 

The rules that Allah set for this camel with the people of Thamud was that the camel would drink the water in 
the city for one day, and the people would drink her milk, but no water. The next day, she would not drink, and 
the people would. The camel didn't even come near the water when it was not her turn to drink. This is another 
ayah of Allah, that the animal understood when her turn was. They were commanded to let her roam the land 
and graze from wherever she wanted. They didn't have to look after her, she was not dependent on them for 
food and drink. This was also a sign of Allah. They were not allowed to harm her, or they would be punished. 

They found it so difficult to let the camel drink the water on her prescribed 
days, and eat from wherever she wanted. They challenged Allah by 
demanding this complicated sign, and now they were being tested by it, and 
they found it a burden. So they plotted to kill her. They chose the most wicked 
man from among them for this task, and he killed the camel, for no reason. 

But they hamstrung her, so he said : Enjoy yourselves 
in your homes for three days. That is a promise not to 

be denied.

Everyone took the sin, although only one man killed her, because they were all together in this evil plot. So 
Allah says فََعَقُروَها, they were all included in the crime. 

Allah allowed this to happen, so that there was a reason for the punishment. Salih عليه السالم informed them that 
the punishment would come after three days. It was not sudden, so the torture increased, and they had to wait 
for their destruction for three days. They had violated the rules by killing the camel, and the punishment would 
surely come. 

They didn't do anything for three days, except wait. Salih عليه السالم told them to enjoy their last few days in life, 
but the dunya had lost all enjoyment for them. The three days crept by. 

For each nation, there was a different way of destruction. The people of Nuh عليه السالم were drowned. The 
nation of A'ad, the people of Hud عليه السالم, were destroyed by the wind, which stayed with them for 7 nights 
and 8 days. For the nation of Thamud, there was nothing for 3 days, they just waited.
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 فََكذَّبُوهُ فََعَقرُوَها فََدْمَدَم َعَليِْهْم
َربُُّهم ِبذَنِبِهْم فََسوَّاَها

But they denied him and 
hamstrung her. So their Lord 

brought down upon them 
destruction for their sin and 
made it equal [upon all of 

them].
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