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And Nuh called to his Lord and said, "My Lord, 
indeed my son is of my family; and indeed, Your 

promise is true; and You are the most just of 
judges!"

When Nuh عليه السالم saw his son drowning, he called 
out to his Rabb. This was a desperate situation, so he called his Rabb, the Reformer and Nurturer. The best 
duas are when you call Allah by His name Ar-Rabb. 

Allah had told him in ayah 40, that he should take on board all his أهل, his family, and he assumed this meant 
his family by blood, whether they were believers or disbelievers. Is he is telling Allah what he thought, that his 
son, who is part of his family as he assumed, was drowning. Nuh عليه السالم loved his son. 

At the same time, he added that he believed that the promise of Allah would come to pass, and that, as 
promised, Allah would save his family. He believed that Allah was the Best of the judges, and affirmed this. It's 
as if he was saying that he would accept whatever Allah promised. He didn't transgress, but attributed 
everything to the wisdom of Allah. 

This is faith. Sometimes things happen which are contrary to what you expect. But all that Allah decrees is 
good. So you must attribute all the goodness to Allah. 

He said, "O Nuh, indeed he is not of your 
family; indeed, he is [one whose] work was 
other than righteous, so ask Me not for that 

about which you have no knowledge. 
Indeed, I advise you, lest you be among the 

ignorant."

Allah answered the plea of Nuh عليه السالم. Only the believers were part of the family of Nuh عليه السالم, not the 
disbelievers. Only the believers were allowed to board the ship. The end of the disbelievers would be different. 
There were so many dangers around them, the ship was so shaky, and the believers would support each 
other. Anyone making problems didn't deserve to be on the ship. His son was a disbeliever, and he would 
weaken the believers. He was not in the calculation of the أهل or household of Nuh عليه السالم, and he had to 
accept that. The belief connects and gives a sense of belonging. The believers belong together, as a family, 
with the relationship of deen. 

Allah clarifies this very gently. He didn't have to, but He is so Merciful. Allah didn't directly criticize the own, 
because Nuh عليه السالم already had a pain in his heart for losing him. Allah says that the actions of the son 
were not righteous. This was so gentle. The deen depends on the deeds. What you do is what you are. This is 
reform. 

You must always be in the process of reform. You must learn from every situation. Everything that happens to 
you is reform for you, so focus on your own reform, so that you may benefit from it. The person is a reflection 
of his actions. If you are hurting people, you can't say you are good. Look at how you treat people. You can't lie 
to yourself. 

The Qura'an reforms quietly, it is between you and Allah. Take the reminder from Allah, directly from the 
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Qura'an. This is the easy way. If you don't take the lesson in this way, then there will be a harsh reform. 
Whether the reform is easy or harsh, it is a favour of Allah. The way of knowledge is easy, better than having a 
direct confrontation with someone whom Allah has subjected to reform you. The reform from the Qura'an, 
while acquiring knowledge, is very pure. 

Allah wants only reformed actions from you, so He corrects you, like a small child being taught to behave well. 
Allah sent messengers to reform us. The measure of goodness and belief is your deeds. So Allah tells Nuh عليه 
 .not to ask about things which he doesn't know of. He didn't have the knowledge of the hearts of people السالم
Allah is the Best Judge. You cannot understand each and every action of Allah. You cannot know whether it is 
hood for you or harmful to be with someone, even your own son. You can't always explain why things happen 
the way they do. Sometimes people come and go from your life, and you wonder why. 

Only Allah knows the wisdom behind things which you don't understand. Allah knows where the goodness is, 
and the effect of the deeds in the future. We ask Allah to protect our faith, and to protect us from anything  
which prevents us from moving forward. 

Allah knew that the son of Nuh عليه السالم would be an obstacle for his belief. Only Allah knows the hearts of 
people, not even the angels know. It is a secret, and is kept concealed. Allah admonishes Nuh عليه السالم not to 
be like the ignorant people. The matter was already decided. You must submit to the decree of Allah. Don't 
question the actions of Allah, because you don't know the consequences of things. 

Only Allah knows who to guide. Before being part of your family, they are all slaves of Allah, and He knows 
best. 


