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And he constructed the ship, and whenever an 
assembly of the eminent of his people passed by 
him, they ridiculed him. He said : If you ridicule 
us, then we will ridicule you just as you ridicule.

We must continue on the way to salvation, until Allah decides the matter. We must be patient. Allah inspired 
the way to salvation, so Nuh عليه السالم followed the directions of Allah, building the first ship on earth. It took 
him many years to construct the Ark. During this time, whenever a group of people passed by and saw him 
busy building this strange thing, they mocked at him. Throughout the 950 years, he was busy preaching. Now, 
suddenly, he was busy with this work of construction. 

The disbelievers always mock at the believers, their attire, their worship, their appearance, the hijab and 
beard. Mocking and making fun is the attitude of the disbelievers. 

Nuh عليه السالم warned them that they would be ridiculed soon by the believers. 

And you are going to know who will get a 
punishment that will disgrace him [on earth] 

and upon whom will descend an enduring 
punishment [in the Hereafter].

Mockery is not a good character, but Nuh عليه السالم knew what their end would be, on the Day of 
Judgement, and when the punishment comes. After the test is 
over, we will see who has the last laugh. Now the test is still 
ongoing, and they are mocking and denying the truth. The 
messenger told them the truth in a very gentle way. All they 
needed to do was to overcome their selves, and accept it. But 
they failed to do this, so they will be humiliated and get an 
everlasting punishment. 

Nuh عليه السالم was very confident of the ultimate outcome, 
because he had been given the knowledge of the truth by Allah. 
This is the confidence that Islam gives us, when we believe in 
Allah, and trust Him. The source of confidence is the belief in the 
promises of Allah. The punishment is a humiliation, and the 
honour is in obeying Allah. 

[So it was], until when Our command 
came and the oven overflowed, We 
said, "Load upon the ship of each 

[creature] two mates and your family, 
except those about whom the word 

has preceded, and [include] whoever 
has believed." But none had believed 

with him, except a few.

Nuh عليه السالم continued in his obedience until Allah decide, he always followed the commands of Allah. So he 
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فَاْليَوَْم الَِّذيَن آَمنُوا ِمَن اْلُكفَّاِر يَْضَحُكوَن
So Today those who believed are 

laughing at the disbelievers,
َعَلى اأْلَرَاِئِك يَنظُرُوَن

On adorned couches, observing.
َهْل ثُوَِّب اْلُكفَّاُر َما َكانُوا يَفَْعُلوَن

Have the disbelievers [not] been 
rewarded [this Day] for what they used 

to do?
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built the shop, and waited, until the appointed time for the punishment came. He waited patiently, although he 
knew the outcome, that there would be the storm. Anyone else would have boarded the ship from before. But 
Nuh عليه السالم was a slave of Allah, and he waited for the command of Allah. The believer is not hasty, and will 
do whatever Allah tells him to do. 

The sign of the flood was when the water would overflow from an oven. Its is strange that the tannour, the 
oven, is a place of the fire, but Allah decreed fire and water meeting together. The people of Nuh were 
destroyed by the water, and the hellfire would follow later. Allah can choose anything for the punishment, and 
as a sign. The water gushed forth from the oven and at this point, Allah commanded Nuh عليه السالم to bring on 
board, a pair of every species of animals. This was for the fresh start after the flood subsided. The Ark was the 
source of restarting the earth. 

From the humans, Nuh عليه السالم was commanded to take only his أهل, his family. These are not those who 
were related to him by blood, or kinship, but those who believed. So the earth was restored with pure 
believers. Belief is what unites the hearts, not blood. 

Allah had already decreed that those who did not believe would not be with them on the ship. Those who 
believe and are reformed are always the minority, and they are praised. All the people on earth at the present 
day had a relative on the Ark of Nuh عليه السالم. 


