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[بيَن الرَّجاِء واألماِنيِّ]
 The Difference between Hope and Wishes

 
We must worship Allah with الرجاء, hope. There are 3 requirements for 
this. 

⚜ محبَُّة ما يرُجوهُ
You must love what you hope for. You cannot hope for something you 

hate. For instance, you must love to succeed before you hope for success. You must love Jannah to hope for it. 

⚜ خوفُه من فواِته
You must fear to miss what you hope for. Hope should motivate you. When you hope to catch the bus, you will 
hurry towards it. You must hasten to take advantage of the opportunities offered to you in life. You must fear that 
you will lose Jannah, so you hasten to do good.

⚜ سعيُه في تحِصيلِه بحسِب اإِلْمَكاِن

 You must strive to achieve what you hope for. You can't sit and hope for it, you must struggle and work for it. You
 must pray and fast and do good deeds to achieve Jannah, not sit and wish for it.

If the person who hopes doesn't have these three prerequisites, then it is wishes, with no actions, not hope. 

So you have love and fear, which give rise to actions. The opposite of hope is 
despair, which demotivates. So don't say negative things, and don't make 
people lose hope. Hope is very important to move forward. We need to act 
upon our yearnings. Anyone who hopes is fearful of losing it. 

One of the sicknesses of the heart is despair. You know you are sick, you want 
to get well, but you are not doing anything about it. You must fear the sickness, 
that your heart will die, and work for the cure. So you run to the remedy. 

Someone jealous must work hard to suppress and remove it, not just sit 
around and wait. You must strive to protect yourself. Someone who has the flu 
stays away from cold beverages and other harmful things. If you don't try to 
cure a sickness, it will spread and be engrained in your heart, eventually killing 
it. if that happens, you will have no feelings left. 

There are so many sicknesses that you may discover in time. We must search 
for remedies and apply them. Allah made you a human being, so that you have 
a chance of getting to Jannah. You must love and long to go to Jannah, and 
fear that you may lose the opportunity, so you take some action. 

الرجاء = المحبة + الخوف + العمل 
To hope is to love the thing you hope for, fear losing it, and take an action to 

The Messenger of Allah صلى 
 : said اَللَّه عليه و سلم

من خاف أدلج ، ومن أدلج، بلغ 
المنزل، أال إن سلعة الله غالية، 

إال إن سلعة الله الجنة.
رواه الترمذي وقال: حديث حسن 
رياض الصالحين ، كتاب 1#، 
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He who is afraid of the 

pillage of the enemy, sets 
out in the early part of the 
night; and he who sets out 

early, reaches his 
destination. Be on your 

guard that the commodity of 
Allah is precious. Verily the 

commodity of Allah is 
Jannah. 



achieve it. In the hope itself there is a fear. The student who studies the most is the most afraid to fail, because 
he fears losing all the effort he made. 

The Sahabah show us the maximum level of hope and fear. 

Abu Bakr As-Siddiq رضي الله عنه said he wished he was a strand of hair in front of the believers. He was so 
humble, he saw himself as so small, though he is so beloved to Allah. He always held his tongue, but still was 
afraid his tongue would destroy him, and be the cause of punishment for him. 

Umar ibn Al-Khattab cried so much when he recited the Surah At-Tur, when he reached the ayah  
 Indeed, the punishment of your Lord will occur. (52:7), that he became sick. He would read - إِنَّ َعذَاَب َربَِّك َلوَاِقعٌ
one ayah, and be so affected by it, that he would be sick for days. He was such a strong personality, even the 
shaitan was afraid of him. But he cried so much for fear of Allah, that he had dark lines running down from his 
eyes. He had a very tender heart. 

Uthman ibn Uffan was so soft hearted, whenever he passed by a grave, he would cry so much, that his beard 
would become wet, saying that he was between Jannah and the hellfire, and didn't know where his final 
destination was, wishing he was ash before he found out the decision. 

Ali ibn Abi Talib was so afraid of طول األمل, long term planning, wishes and dreams, because this showed that the 
person think he will live eternally. He was also afraid of following his desires. 

Too many plans for the future makes you forget the hereafter, because it makes you feel secure. Your akhirah 
can come at any moment. When you follow your desires, it is so powerful, it obstructs the truth. He wanted 
akhirah to be in front of his eyes all the time. As your age increases, you feel the dunya turning its back on you, 
and the akhirah coming forward. Every day you are closer to your death. Today is only action, no accounts. So 
busy yourself with your good deeds. Tomorrow will be only accounting, no action. 

Abu Ad-Darda' always questioned what he had done for the hereafter. Our actions must be based on our 
knowledge. 

Ibn Abi Maleeka said he knew 30 of the Sahabah so afraid of hypocrisy, no on ever claimed that they had the 
faith like that of Jibreel and Mikaeel, although they were the Sahabah. 

Al-Bukharee wrote a chapter on which he said that if you believe, you will always fear that your deeds will be 
nullified. 


