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And if We hold back from them the punishment 
for a limited time, they will surely say, "What 

detains it?" Unquestionably, on the Day it comes 
to them, it will not be averted from them, and they will be enveloped by what they used to ridicule.

If Allah delays the punishment from them, they are not thankful, but they start questioning why it hasn't 
happened yet. That is not because they actually want to see it, but because they are denying it. They 
disbelieve in the punishment and deny the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم. So when they are warned and 
then the destruction is delayed, they adopt a mocking attitude, questioning if it will come at all. 

The mercy of Allah is above everyone else. Allah deal with them with forbearance, giving them respite to 
repent and see the error of their ways. They deserve the punishment, because they denied the messengers 
and ignored the warnings. When the punishment comes, it will not be averted. They are waiting for their 
destruction, when Allah gave them more time to do good deeds. 

In times of ease, look at your matters, and do ihsan. More time is more blessings, so make more istighfar and 
tawbah. Whatever they mocked will surround them and they won't be able to do anything about it. The more 
you believe the more you will move forward. 

And if We give man a taste of mercy from Us 
and then We withdraw it from him, indeed, 

he is despairing and ungrateful.

When Allah makes a person taste some goodness in life, this is a mercy from Allah, and it 
has a sweet taste. This can be all the goodness, from health and wealth and offspring, all the 
good provision. Allah gave him a taste of these blessings, and then it was removed. This is a test. The nature 
of a disbeliever is that he will despair and lose hope. He will surrender to his hopelessness and denial, making 
kufr with his ingratitude. 

When Allah takes something away, He always replaces it with something better. You must always have hope in 
Allah. You must think positively. But this person will lose all hope of betterment, he will complain about 
everything, and not look at the other blessings that Allah has given him. 

But if We give him a taste of favor after 
hardship has touched him, he will surely 

say, "Bad times have left me." Indeed, 
he is exultant and boastful -

In the second case, the hardship is 
removed, and many blessings are bestowed upon him, from different types of provision. This is also a taste. 
He was in distress, and Allah opened the doors of different blessings. But he will not attribute this to Allah, and 
be grateful, but will attribute it to the situation, saying his hardship has gone. The word يِّئَاُت  ,ضمة is with a السَّ
making it the فاعل or doer, as if the hardship went away on its own. 
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Where is your shukr?? Whatever you say shows what is in your heart. Your words are a measure of your 
heart. 

Allah uses the word تُْه  ,أَذَْقنَاهُ for the hardship, as if it is a touch, while for the blessings, He uses the word َمسَّ
as if the blessings have a taste. 

Now this person is rejoicing and boastful. But this happiness is not a praised one, because he is not happy for 
Allah, but for the happiness itself. This makes him arrogant and proud, showing people that he is better. This is 
the nature of a person who is ignorant, doesn't know Allah, and is being unjust with his statements and 
behaviour. 


