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مراتب الدين 
The stages of deen 

There are 3 stages of deen. 

اإلسالم ►
This is the outer actions of worship, the 
rituals. This is the way to start practicing the 
deen. It also helps to increase the faith when 
you do the acts of worship. 

اإليمان ►
You add another dimension to the outer worship, now you enjoy the worship, taste its sweetness. This is 
based upon faith in all the pillars of faith. 

اإلحسان ► 
You do everything in excellence. The ihsan is unlimited. It is extra, an embellishment, to add to the beauty of 
excellence. It is not to show off, but to please Allah. It so better to do action with excellence and take time over 
them, rather than do them hastily and in a haphazard manner. 

Ihsan with Allah 
How can we do ihsan with Allah? It is not possible. Allah 
does ihsan to us all the time. Allah guides us to do ihsan, 
and this guidance is 
His ihsan upon us. 
But He counts our 
deeds which are 
done for his sake in 
excellence as ihsan.

Ihsan in 
worship.
We all 
know that 
Allah 
created us 

to worship Him. Now we go one step further. How can I do 
ihsan in my 
obligatory 
worship? This 
can be done 
when you 
believe that you 
can see Allah, or 

atleast that Allah can see you. 

Ihsan in wudoo
Wudoo or ablution is something 
we do all the time. Ihsan is not to wash your limbs more than three times, or to 
increase the area to be washed, this is what the shaitan will try to tell you. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم 
passed by Sa’d while he was performing 

ablution. 
He صلى اهلل عليه وسلم said :
رُف يا سعُد ؟ ما هذا السَّ

What is this extravagance?
Sa’d said : أفي الوضوِء سرٌف ؟ 

Is there extravagance with water in ablution?
He صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said :
نعم وإن كنَت على نَهِر جاٍر.

Yes, even if you were on the banks of a 
flowing river.
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Ihsan is to use 
the minimum 
amount of water 
for wudoo, and to 
wash all the 
limbs which must 
be washed well, 
while rubbing 
them. It has to be 
according to the 
tradition of the 
Messenger of 
Allah صلى اهلل عليه 
 .وسلم

If you observe 
any obsession in 
wudoo, you have 
to take a step to 
stop it, you are the only one who can do it for yourself. So do your 
wudoo well, rubbing while rinsing, washing each part 1-3 times. You 
can alternate the number of times for each limb too. 

Whatever the shaitan whispers, don't listen to the voice. He may tell 
you that you haven't done enough, or that you forgot something. 

The ihsan in wudoo is to do it according to the way of the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم, without wasting 
water, making your motive the forgiveness of your sins. 

You must not make haste while doing wudoo, as you can't run while going to the masjid. It is not appropriate 
that someone going for salaah is running and breathless, throwing his slippers outside the door, pushing 
himself between others standing in prayer. The picture should also be one showing ihsan. Anything you do 
quick, cannot be perfected. Haste is human nature, so when we do wudoo with ihsan, this helps us curb this 
trait. 

Ihsan in 
salaah 

The skeleton 
of the salaah 
is the same 
when you 
want to to 
ihsan in it, 
the actions 
will not 
change. 

The main 
theme of 
Surah Al-
Maa'oun is 
to stop the 
goodness 
from others, 
even in 
small things. 

One day Uthman b. Affan رضي اهلل عنه 
performed the ablution well, and then said:

أَ فَأَْحَسَن   رَأَيُْت رَُسوَل اهللَِّ صلى اهلل عليه وسلم تََوضَّ
 اْلُوُضوَء.

I saw Allah's Messenger صلى اهلل عليه و سلم  
perform ablution, the best ablution, and then 
observed:
أَ َهَكذَا ثُمَّ َخَرَج إَِلى امْلَْسجِِد الَ يَنَْهزُهُ إاِلَّ  َمْن تََوضَّ

الَةُ ُغِفَر َلُه َما َخالَ ِمْن ذَنِْبِه. الصَّ
He who performed ablution like this and then 

went towards the mosque and nothing (but the 
love of) prayer urged him (to do so), all his 
previous (minor) sins would be expiated.

232a # صحيح مسلم ، حديث

Narrated `Abdullah bin `Amr رضي اهلل 
 : عنه

 تََخلََّف النَِّبيُّ صلى اهلل عليه وسلم َعنَّا ِفي 
 َسفْرٍَة َسافَرْنَاَها، فَأَْدرََكنَا َوَقْد أَرَْهْقنَا
أُ َونَْمَسحُ َعَلى  اْلَعْصَر، فََجَعْلنَا نَتََوضَّ

 أَرُْجلِنَا، فَنَاَدى ِبأَْعَلى َصْوِتِه  َويٌْل لِألَْعَقاِب
ِمَن النَّاِر ، َمرَّتنَْيِ أَْو ثَالَثًا.

The Prophet صلى اهلل عليه وسلم 
remained behind us on a journey. He 
joined us while we were performing 
ablution for the `Asr prayer which 
was overdue and we were just 

passing wet hands over our feet (not 
washing them thoroughly) so he 

addressed us in a loud voice saying 
twice or thrice : "Save your heels 

from the fire," 
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اإلحسان في الصالة

أَرَأَيَْت الَِّذي يَُكذُِّب ِبالدِّيِن
Have you seen the one who 
denies the Recompense?

فَذَٰلَِك الَِّذي يَُدعُّ اْليَِتيَم
For that is the one who drives 

away the orphan
واََل يَُحضُّ َعَلىٰ طََعامِ امْلِْسِكنيِ

And does not encourage the 
feeding of the poor.

فَوَيٌْل لِّْلُمَصلِّنَي
So woe to those who pray
الَِّذيَن ُهْم َعن َصاَلِتِهْم َساُهوَن

[But] who are heedless of their 
prayer 

الَِّذيَن ُهْم يُرَاُءوَن
Those who make show [of their 

deeds]
َويَْمنَُعوَن امْلَاُعوَن

And withhold [simple] assistance.
 سورة املاعون



The one who doesn't do ihsan with the orphans, and discourages others from giving charity to the needy, is a 
miser, and this 
miserliness will affect his salaah. They will be negligent of their salaah, careless with it, making it their last 
priority. All these actions negate the ihsan.

If you do ihsan in your obligatory worship, Allah will guide you to do ihsan in everything else. The salaah is 
your connection with Allah, and the wudoo of preparation for this connection. 

The hypocrites think they can cheat Allah, but Allah is 
All-Aware of what they are planning. In fact they are 
deceiving themselves. When they pray, they are lazy, 
dragging themselves to it. They only what to show people, 
because all that matters to them is their picture in front of 
people.

Ihsan is important in salaah. Sheikh As-Sa'adi says they 
don't have any motivation to do good, because their 
hearts are empty of any hope with Allah. 

Regarding this Hadith, it shows that the Messenger 
of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم kept a check on who came 
for salaah, because he was their leader and 
prophet. 

The names of the people are not mentioned in the 
Hadith, to protect their identity. The Messenger of 
Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم only asked his Companions, 
and he knew they would never talk about it to 
others. 

We also learn from this that whatever is spoken 
about in a gathering is a secret for it, and should 
not be repeated afterwards. 

We must learn the virtues and rewards of the 
prayers, so that we are motivated and hope for the 
rewards. 

How can we make ihsan with the Fajr prayers? 
Wake up early, make wudoo with ihsan, walk to the 
masjid, sit in the first row, and wait for the prayer to 
start. 

Allah loves the congregational prayer. This gives 
unity to the heart. The shaitan tries to cheat us by 
saying that of there are too many people, you will 
be distracted. But Allah likes it better when there 
are many people praying together. If there are two 

masajid close by, the one with more people is better to go to. You have to see what pleases Allah more when 
there are more options available. 

 إِنَّ امْلُنَاِفِقنَي يَُخاِدُعوَن اهللََّ َوُهوَ َخاِدُعُهْم َوإِذَا َقاُموا إَِلى
اَلِة َقاُموا ُكَساَلىٰ يُرَاُءوَن النَّاَس واََل يَذُْكرُوَن اهللََّ إاِلَّ  الصَّ

َقلِياًل
Indeed, the hypocrites [think to] deceive Allah , 
but He is deceiving them. And when they stand 

for prayer, they stand lazily, showing 
[themselves to] the people and not remembering 

Allah except a little
سورة النساء 
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Ubay bin Ka'b رضي اهلل عنه narrated : 
One day the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم prayed 

Fajr, then he said: َالَة  Did so-and-so : أََشِهَد فُالٌَن الصَّ
attend the prayer? 
They said : َال : No. 

He said: فَفُالٌَن : (What about) so-and-so? 
They said : اَل: No. 

He said : الَِة َعَلى امْلُنَاِفِقنَي َوَلْو الَتنَْيِ ِمْن أَثَْقِل الصَّ  إِنَّ َهاتنَْيِ الصَّ
ُل َعَلى ِمثِْل َصفِّ فُّ األَوَّ  يَْعَلُموَن َما ِفيِهَما ألَتَْوُهَما َوَلْو َحبًْوا َوالصَّ
 امْلاَلَِئَكِة َوَلْو تَْعَلُموَن فَِضيَلتَُه الَبْتََدرْتُُموهُ َوَصالَةُ الرَُّجِل َمعَ الرَُّجِل

 أَزَْكى ِمْن َصالَِتِه َوْحَدهُ َوَصالَةُ الرَُّجِل َمعَ الرَُّجَلنْيِ أَزَْكى ِمْن َصالَِتِه
  َمعَ الرَُّجِل َوَما َكانُوا أَْكثََر فَُهَو أََحبُّ إَِلى اهللَِّ َعزَّ َوَجلَّ .
These two prayers (Fajr and Isha') are the most 

burdensome for the hypocrites. If they knew what (virtue) 
there is in them, they would come, even if they had to 

crawl. And the virtue of the first row is like that of the row 
of the angels. If you knew its virtue, you would compete 

for it. A man's prayer with another man is greater in 
reward than his prayer alone. And a man's prayer with 
two other men is greater in reward than his prayer with 
one other man; the more people there are, the more 

beloved that is to Allah, the Mighty and Sublime.
سنن النسائي ، حديث 843#



The hypocrites always delay the A'sr 
prayer until the sun turns yellow. They will 
sit and wait for no reason, until they can 
hear the birdsong just before the sun sets 
at Maghrib. Then when the time is almost 
over, they will quickly pray the four rakaat, 
in such a hurry that they resemble birds 
pecking at seeds. 

Allah does not want this kind of prayer, He 
wants ihsan, and will not accept this kind 
of prayer, it will be thrown back to the 
person. 

One of the pillars of salaah is tranquility. 
You must not rush through your salaah, or 
it may not be accepted. 

This hadith is known as حديث املسيء صالته, 
the one who harms his salaah. 

The way of the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل 
 to correct someone was so gentle عليه و سلم
and kind, he never hurt anyone's feelings. 
He didn't judge or scold, but taught him the 
salaah step by step. 

 All the actions must be complete, not done
 hastily.

Al-Ala ibn Abd ar-Rahman said : 
 دخلنا على أنِس بِن مالٍك بعد الظهِر فقام يصلِّي العصَر, فلما فرَغَ من
 صالِته ذكرنا تعجيَل الصالِة أو ذكرَها فقال: سمعُت رسوَل اهللِ صلى اهلل
 عليه وسلم يقول: تلك صالةُ املنافقني, تلك صالةُ املنافقني: تلك صالةُ
 املنافقني يجلُس أحُدهم حتى إذا اصفرَِّت الشمُس فكانت بني قرْنَيْ

 شيطاٍن أو على قرنيِ الشيطاِن قام فنقَر أربًعا ال يذكُر اهللَ فيها إال قليالً.
الراوي : العالء بن عبدالرحمن | املحدث : األلباني | املصدر : صحيح أبي داود

الصفحة أو الرقم: 413 | خالصة حكم املحدث : صحيح
We visited Anas ibn Malik after dhuhr and he stood up and 
prayed asr. When he had finished his prayer, we mentioned 

doing prayers early in their time, or he mentioned it, and he said 
that he had heard the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him 

and grant him peace, say, the prayer of the hypocrites, the 
prayer of the hypocrites, the prayer of the hypocrites is that one 
of them sits until the sun becomes yellow and is between the 
horns of Shaytan, or on the horn of Shaytan, and then gets up 
and rattles off four rakas, hardly remembering Allah in them at 

all.

Abu Hurayrah رضي اهلل عنه narrated : 
A man entered the mosque and started praying while the 

Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم was sitting somewhere in 
the mosque. Then (after finishing the prayer) the man came to 
the Prophet صلى اهلل عليه وسلم and greeted him. The Prophet صلى 
 Go back and : ارِْجعْ فََصلِّ ، فَِإنََّك َلْم تَُصلِّ : said to him اهلل عليه وسلم
pray, for you have not prayed. The man went back, and having 
prayed, he came and greeted the Prophet. The Prophet صلى اهلل 
، فَِإنََّك َلْم تَُصلِّ : said عليه وسلم  Wa aleik. Go back : َوَعَليَْك، ارِْجعْ فََصلِّ

and pray, for you did not pray.
On the third time the man said : فَأَْعلِْمِني : teach me (how to 

pray).
He said : ،الَِة فَأَْسِبغِ اْلُوُضوَء، ثُمَّ اْستَْقِبِل اْلِقبَْلَة فََكبِّْر  إِذَا ُقْمَت إَِلى الصَّ
َر َمَعَك ِمَن اْلُقرْآِن، ثُمَّ ارَْكعْ َحتَّى تَطَْمِئنَّ رَاِكًعا، ثُمَّ ارْفَعْ  َواْقرَأْ ِبَما تَيَسَّ
، َساِجًدا ثُمَّ ارْفَعْ َحتَّى  رَأَْسَك َحتَّى تَْعتَِدَل َقاِئًما، ثُمَّ اْسُجْد َحتَّى تَطَْمِئنَّ
 تَْستَِوَي َوتَطَْمِئنَّ َجالًِسا، ثُمَّ اْسُجْد َحتَّى تَطَْمِئنَّ َساِجًدا، ثُمَّ ارْفَعْ َحتَّى

تَْستَِوَي َقاِئًما، ثُمَّ افَْعْل ذَلَِك ِفي َصالَِتَك ُكلَِّها.
When you get up for the prayer, perform the ablution properly 

and then face the Qibla and say Takbir (Allahu Akbar), and then 
recite of what you know of the Qur'an, and then bow, and 

remain in this state till you feel at rest in bowing, and then raise 
your head and stand straight; and then prostrate till you feel at 

rest in prostration, and then sit up till you feel at rest while 
sitting; and then prostrate again till you feel at rest in 

prostration; and then get up and stand straight, and do all this 
in all your prayers.
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The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه 
 : said و سلم

 أسوأُ الناِس َسرَِقًة ، الذي يسرُق صالتَه
The worst of the people is the thief, 
and the worst of thieves is the one 

who steals his prayer.
He was asked : وََكيَْف يَْسِرُق َصالَتَُه ؟

How does he steal his prayer?
He said : ال يُِتمُّ ركوَعها وال سجوَدها
He does not do ruku' or sujood 

properly.
 الراوي : أبو هريرة | املحدث : األلباني | املصدر

: صحيح الترغيب
 الصفحة أو الرقم: 533 | خالصة حكم املحدث :

حسن



When you are lightening your prayer, don't rush 
through . You can pray the minimum requirement, but 
every action must be done properly, with khushu'. You 
have to train yourself for the khushu'. The reward for 
the prayer is according to the khushu'. To prolong the 
prayer is not bad, but the khushu' is more important. 

You can never offer your prayers 100% perfectly, so 
you ask for forgiveness after you finish your salaah. 
The reward is for your ihsan. 

Some ahadith say that the reward of the congregational 
prayer is 27 times more, while this Hadith states it is 25 
times more. 

The mire ihsan is when the man prepares himself for 
salaah at home or in his place of work, making wudoo 
with ihsan, and going to the masjid with the sole intention 
of praying, not that he would go for any other errand 
afterwards. 

We can apply this at home for the women also, by 
preparing ourselves for salaah, and saying for it, this in 
itself is a worship. 

This is Islam, the deen of ihsan, in which we are 
encouraged to move forward together. Small things which 
we take for granted are considered ihsan. 

أنَّ عماَر بَن ياسٍر صلَّى صالةُ فأخفَّها , فقيل له : خففَت يا 
اليقظاَن . فقال : هل رأيتُموني نقصُت من حدودها شيئًا ؟ قالوا 
: ال . قال : إن بادرُت سهَو الشيطاِن , إنَّ رسوَل اهللِ صلَّى اهللُ 
عليِه وسلَّم قال : إنَّ العبَد ليصلي الصالةَ ال يُكتُب له ِنصفُها وال 

ثُُلثُها وال ُربُُعها وال ُخُمُسها وال ُسُدُسها وال 
ُعْشرُها .

Ammar bin Yasir prayed two light rakaat. He was 
told that he had hurried. So he asked them, did you 
see me shortening its boundaries? They said, no. 

He said, this is because of the spear of the shaitan. 
The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said : 

surely the slave prays and half is written for him, 
and not one thirds, nit one fourths, one fifth, one 

sixth, one seventh, one tenth. 
الراوي : عمار بن ياسر | املحدث : العراقي | املصدر : تخريج 

اإلحياء
الصفحة أو الرقم: 1/233 | خالصة حكم املحدث : إسناده صحيح

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said : 
 صالة الرجل في جماعة تُضعَّف على صالته في بيته
 وفي سوقه خمًسا وعشرين ضعفًا، وذلك أنه إذا توضأ
 فأحسن الوضوء، ثم خرج إلى املسجد، ال يخرجه إال
 الصالة، لم يخُط خطوة إال رفعت له بها درجة، وحطت
 عنه بها خطيئة، فإذا صلى لم تزل املالئكة تصلي عليه
 ما دام في مصاله، ما لم يحدث، تقول اللهم صلِّ عليه،
اللهم ارحمه. وال يزال في صالة ما انتظر الصالة

متفق عليه . وهذا لفظ البخاري، رياض الصالحني ، كتاب 9# ، 
حديث 1065#

 A man's Salat in congregation is twenty-five 
times more rewarding than his Salat at home or 

in his shop, and that is because when he 
performs his Wudu' properly and proceeds 
towards the mosque with the purpose of 

performing Salat in congregation, he does not 
take a step without being raised a degree (in 

rank) for it and having a sin remitted for it, till he 
enters the mosque. When he is performing 

Salat, the angels continue to invoke Blessings of 
Allah on him as long as he is in his place of 

worship in a state of Wudu'. They say: 'O Allah! 
Have mercy on him! O Allah! Forgive him.' He is 
deemed to be engaged in Salat as long as he 

waits for it.



 


