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To be guided to 
be grateful is a 
blessing. We 
need to be 
reminded to be 
grateful. 

The next stage is 
that of ihsan, 
working in 
excellence.
The three 

essentials in life are ⏩ ⏩

We ask Allah to help us to 
remember Him. We cannot 
be grateful without the help 
of Allah either. Then comes 
excellence in worship, and this 
is the greatest task in life. You should not only be a worshipper, 
but on who worships in excellence, the best you can. A worshipper should not be a machine, you must have 
ihsan. 

As an example, think of a mother with two children. She asks them to get her a glass of water. One child gets 
her a bottle of water, and the other brings a glass of water in a tray, with a vase with a flower. These things are 
not needed, but the mother will appreciate it more. 

We like to be treated with ihsan, so why not work in excellence in worship? 

Introduce ihsan in everything in life. This is an art which people learn for dunya matters. In deen, it carries the 
highest rank. Even the everyday routine tasks can be done with ihsan. Don't ever seperate deen from your life. 

 Definition of Ihsan

The word إحسان comes from the verb أَْحَسَن, bring to 
perfection, to do a task in an excellent manner. Most 
people will do ihsan to show others, and when there is 
no one to see, then they will not bother. Sometimes at 
home you don't dress up, and when you have to meet 
someone, you groom yourself. But ihsan can be done for the deed 
itself. This is why ihsan is a very high 
stage. We must try to make every 

task excellent, even if it cannot be seen by anyone. This concept is so 
important in deen. Ihsan is in perfecting a deed, and doing your best when 
you deal with any matter. 

Life and death are created by Allah to test the ihsan of people in actions. Live 
your life in ihsan. Your life is a test for your excellence, whether people grade 
you or not. We must bring ihsan into our lives. What is the reason we don't 
do ihsaan? Usually we are lazy or hasty, which stops the ihsan. 
You think you are in control, but things happen only when Allah decides. No 

 فَُخذْ َما آتَيْتَُك وَُكن مَِّن 
اِكِريَن الشَّ

So take what I have 
given you and be 

among the grateful.
سورة األعراف 

7:144
(Part of a longer ayah) 

 اللَُّهمَّ أَِعنِّي َعَلى ِذْكرَِك َوُشْكرَِك َوُحْسِن ِعبَاَدِتَك
O Allah, help me in remembering You, in 
giving You thanks, and worshipping You 

well.
سنن أبي َداُوَد، حديث # 1522

Remembrance  الذكر🔺  

Gratitude  الشكر 🔺

 Excellence  اإلحسان 🔺

اإلحسان 

��اإلتقان 
��املعاملة 

 الَِّذي َخَلقَ امْلَوَْت َواْلَحيَاةَ لِيَبُْلوَُكْم
 أَيُُّكْم أَْحَسُن َعَماًل ۚ َوُهوَ اْلَعِزيزُ

اْلَغفُوُر
[He] who created death and 
life to test you [as to] which 
of you is best in deed - and 
He is the Exalted in Might, 

the Forgiving 
سورة امللك 

67:2



one is more powerful than Allah, and He took six days to create the universe. 
This is to teach you that everything takes time to be done in excellence. Allah 
doesn't need any time, but He was not hasty in creating the universe with 

excellence. 

Allah created us to do ihsan in life. One of 
the names of Allah is املحسن, the One who 
does ihsan. Allah creates everything in 
excellence, even when no one can see. 
Our bodies are created in excellence, the 
insides are perfectly made, all the organs 
are synchronized. The bottom of the sea is full of the most colourful marine 
life, even though no one can see them. 

The universe is so colourful. Even the food and fruit which we eat is so 
attractive and colourful. Allah makes ihsan with everything. 

Obsessions are not ihsan, this is a sickness, it wastes energy and time, 
bringing unhappiness and frustration. Ihsan brings happiness, and does 
not continuously occupy your mind. 

Ibn Mas'ood said about ayah 90 in Surah An-Nahl ⇙⇙
أجمع آية في القرآن 

It is the most collective verse in the Qura'an. 

All the legislations are included in this ayah. Justice and perfection are both 
levels of worship. The عدل or justice is the minimum requirement. It is 
obligatory, while ihsan is extra. Many times in the Qura'an Allah tells us to 
do ihsan to your parents, they are the most deserving of your ihsan, and they are the most neglected. 

The word ihsan is mentioned twice in this ayah. The first ihsan is done by the 
person, and the second one is done by Allah. The two groups mentioned in 
Surah Ar-Rahman are both in Jannah, and one group is better than the 
other. 

The reason for their ihsan is fear. They are 
afraid of standing in front of Allah on the Day 
of Judgement. This shows you are feeling 

the position of Allah, magnifying Him. The position of Allah is the greatest. 
People are not important, Allah is. The best gardens of Jannah are for the one 
who does ihsan. Allah considers your ihsan, and sees that you are doing your 
best, even though it is imperfect, and appreciates it. 

Keep this ayah ► ْحَسان ْحَساِن إاِلَّ اإْلِ  in front of your eyes. The ihsan ► َهْل َجزَاُء اإْلِ
you do to anyone is never wasted. You will 
reap the reward. If you do ihsan with your 
children when they are young, surely you will 
get it back from them when they are older. The 
condition is that it should be done for the sake 
of Allah, not people. The ihsan will spread in 
society if all the muslims practice it. 

Ihsan is prescribed for everything in life, it is 
not restricted to only acts of worship, but is 
connected to dealings with people and also 
the everyday life. It is like a ladder, leading up. 

 إِْن أَْحَسنتُْم أَْحَسنتُْم أِلَنفُِسُكْم ۖ
َوإِْن أََسأْتُْم فََلَها

If you do good, you do good 
for yourselves

 سورة اإلسراء
17:7

 َلَقْد َخَلْقنَا اإْلِنَساَن ِفي أَْحَسِن
تَْقوِيمٍ

We have certainly created 
man in the best of stature

سورة الطني 
95:4

 إِنَّ اهللََّ يَأُْمُر ِباْلَعْدِل َواإْلِْحَساِن َوإِيتَاِء
 ِذي اْلُقْربَىٰ َويَنَْهىٰ َعِن اْلفَْحَشاِء

رُوَن َوامْلُنَكِر َواْلبَْغيِ ۚ يَِعظُُكْم َلَعلَُّكْم تَذَكَّ
Indeed, Allah orders justice and 

good conduct and giving to 
relatives and forbids immorality 

and bad conduct and 
oppression. He admonishes you 

that perhaps you will be 
reminded.
سورة النحل 

16:90

َهْل َجزَاُء اإْلِْحَساِن إاِلَّ اإْلِْحَساُن
Is the reward for good 
[anything] but good?

سورة الرحمن 
55:60 َومِلَْن َخاَف َمَقاَم َربِِّه َجنَّتَاِن

But for he who has feared 
the position of his Lord are 

two gardens 
سورة الرحمن 

55:46

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said : 
ْحَساَن َعَلى ُكلِّ َشيٍْء، فَِإذَا َقتَْلتُْم فَأَْحِسنُوا اْلِقتَْلَة،  إنَّ اهللََّ َكتََب اإْلِ

إِذَا ذَبَْحتُْم فَأَْحِسنُوا الذِّبَْحَة، َوْليُِحدَّ أََحُدُكْم َشفْرَتَُه، َوْليُرِْح ذَِبيَحتَُه .   َو
رواه مسلم ، األربعون النووية ، حديث 17#

Verily Allah has prescribed ihsan (proficiency, perfection) in 
all things. So if you kill then kill well; and if you slaughter, 

then slaughter well. Let each one of you sharpen his blade 
and let him spare suffering to the animal he slaughters.



This Hadith pinpoints some circumstances in which we don't think of doing ihsan, such as in 
battle and when slaughtering an animal. Both must be done with ihsan. 

In battle, killing without ihsan would involve torture, and mutilation. The warfare must be done 
with ihsan, so that there is minimum suffering, even though they are your enemies. There are so 
many rules for jihad, it is not simple. It must be advocated by the Khilafah, and must only be 
among the fighters, not innocent bystanders, not women and children, not the elderly, not even 
those who are not participating in the battle. Trees must not be cut, houses must not be harmed. 

When slaughtering an animal, there are rules as well. The knife should be razor sharp, so that 
the animal can be killed with one stroke, causing no suffering. The animal should not be 

slaughtered in front of other animals, so that they don't feel fear. 

Allah cares about all His creatures. In Islam, even objects have rights. 

اإلحسان األنبيأء و الرسل 
The lives of the messengers and prophets are filled with ihsan in their actions. 

Nuh عليه السالم was the first messenger. He preached to his people for 950 
years. He was patient, and appreciated the task Allah has entrusted him 
with. He obeyed the command of Allah, and built the ship as instructed, 
although there was no water body anywhere near him, and this was the first 
model of a ship on earth. His people mocked him, but he never wavered 
from his obedience. He even tried to guide his son, until the last moment, 
when he was trying to climb a mountain to save himself, instead of getting 
onto the ship. 

Ihsan is like a flood of good, not waiting for the actions of others, but just 
continuing with the goodness to everyone, even if you are not appreciated. 

The life of Ibraheem عليه السالم is also filled with ihsan. He was good to his 
father, who was an idol maker, and rejected the da'awah of his son. 
Ibraheem still made dua for him. He accepted the behavior of his father with 
him with a good heart, although his father was involved in the attempt to 
burn him. 

Your duty is to obey Allah, whatever the people do. Everyone has their test. 
Don't look at others, do your part. 

The reward for ihsan is immediate. When Ibraheem left his people, saying 
salaam to them, Allah blessed him with two sons. 

When Ibraheem dreamt that he was slaughtering Ismaeel, he asked him about what he should do. This was 
ihsan, and the reward was again immediate. His son was replaced with a sheep, and his example is repeated 
by the believers until the end of time. 

Ibraheem built the Ka'abah with ihsan, and we see this in his dua for acceptance of his deed. He was standing 
and working so hard and long, that his footprint is imbedded in the ground, as a sign for us. Allah appreciated 
his work so much. Ibraheem was also concerned about his offspring, those who didn't even exist then, and 
made dua for them. We, the muslims, are included in his dua. He didn't see us, but he made dua for us. We 
see the appreciation of Allah by the remembrance we recite in the Salaat Ibraheem, in our salaah, in the 
tashahhud. 

Ihsan is unlimited, has no boundaries. 

املحسن 

▲▲
املؤمن 
▲▲

املسلم 

َساَلٌم َعَلىٰ نُوحٍ ِفي اْلَعامَلنَِي
Peace upon Nuh among the 

worlds
إِنَّا َكذَٰلَِك نَْجِزي امْلُْحِسِننَي

Indeed, We thus reward the 
doers of good.
سورة الصافات 

37:79-80

َساَلٌم َعَلىٰ إِبْرَاِهيَم
Peace upon Ibraheem 
َكذَٰلَِك نَْجِزي امْلُْحِسِننَي

Indeed, We thus reward the 
doers of good.
سورة الصافات 
37:109-110




