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Those before them had 
already plotted, but Allah 

came at their building from 
the foundations, so the roof 
fell upon them from above 
them, and the punishment 
came to them from where 

they did not perceive. 16:26
َقْد َمَكَر الَِّذيَن ِمن َقبْلِِهْم
Put in your mind people who are 
ungrateful and arrogant at the time of the 
Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم. Allah 
tells us of people who came before the 
Quraysh, who were even worse, because 
they plotted against the truth, in addition 
to dismissing it. This is kufr, severe 
ingratitude. Allah sent the message for 
people to be guided and to appreciate it, 
and be elevated. But the worst owns were 
those who plotted with different tricks and 
just to reject the message. The people 
who don't believe in Allah will do anything, 
go to any limits of evil. 

These people from the ancient past, from 
the nations of A'ad and Thamood and 
Nuh, etc, plotted against their 
messengers, so that they could make the 
message that they brought from Allah 
insignificant and dismissive. Their kufr 
was very intense, and they rejected the 
message of Allah outright. 

All the disbelievers in all times, until the Day of Judgement, resemble each in their words and actions. They 
plotted against the  messengers, tried to reject the truth, killed some messengers, and attempted to kill others. 
Their plots were as if they constructed buildings. In time, their falsehoods became false religions, very 
organized in their lies. They built palaces of falsehood, until their plots were established. It was like palaces, 
with pillars and foundations, and a roof, all based on falsehood. The foundations of any building are the most 
imprint ant part, if they are demolished, the whole construction will fall. 

فَأَتَى اهللَُّ بُنْيَانَُهم مَِّن اْلَقوَاِعِد
They plotted and plotted until they built their lofty castles, and Allah gave 
them time. When their plot was firm and established, an organization, Allah 
targeted the roots. The command of Allah came to uproot their foundations, 
so that their whole plot was wiped away in a second. 

ْقُف ِمن فَوِْقِهْم فََخرَّ َعَليِْهُم السَّ
When the foundations are removed with the command of Allah, the roof will 
fall on their heads. The first sentence of kufr, which starts the whole plot, is 
the foundation. This will be demolished, so their plot will be upturned, like the 
roof falling in their heads. In dunya, their plot will turn against them, become a punishment for them. 

 َوَمَكرُوا َوَمَكَر اهللَُّ ۖ َواهللَُّ َخيُْر
امْلَاِكِريَن

And the disbelievers 
planned, but Allah planned. 

And Allah is the best of 
planners.

سورة آل عمران 
3:54



Think of Firawn, he plotted with the magicians to defeat Musa and Harun عليه السالم, who brought the truth it 
them. But his plot overturned on him, when the magicians recognized the power of Allah, and submitted to 
Him, falling into sujood in front of all the public. 

The nation of Prophet Saalih عليه السالم asked for what they deemed an impossible sign from Allah, a she- 
camel, which was full term pregnant, to emerge from the rock face. They plotted to defeat Saalih, but the 
camel emerged from the mountain, and she devoured all their food and drink, whereby overturning their plot. 

When Abraha brought his war elephants in an attempt to demolish the Ka'abah, they refused to move forward, 
and his plot collapsed. 

َوأَتَاُهُم اْلَعذَاُب ِمْن َحيُْث اَل يَْشُعرُوَن
The plot is like a building, laid brick by brick, falsehood upon falsehood, so it will collapse. They think their 
building will protect them, but reality is contrary to their expectations. Their plot became their punishment, 
coming from the roof, which collapsed on their heads, something they had never perceived. 

This is their punishment in the dunya. 

Then on the Day of 
Resurrection He will 

disgrace them and say, 
"Where are My 'partners' for 
whom you used to oppose 

[the believers]?" Those who 
were given knowledge will 
say, "Indeed disgrace, this 
Day, and evil are upon the 

disbelievers"
16:27

ثُمَّ يَوَْم اْلِقيَاَمِة يُْخِزيِهْم
There is another punishment for them on the Day of Judgement. They will be disgraced by Allah, their sin 
exposed in front of everyone. In dunya, they may be respected and followed, but in the akhirah, their reality will 
be apparent, and they will be disgraced. 

َويَُقوُل أَيَْن ُشرََكاِئيَ الَِّذيَن ُكنتُْم تَُشاقُّوَن ِفيِهْم
Allah will not let anyone enter the hellfire until they admit their own mistakes. So Allah will show them all there 
sins, and and they will admit to them, and say that they deserved the hellfire. Allah will ask them where those 
partners, are whom they associated with Allah. Allah has no partners or rivals. This shows that the plotters are 
mushrikeen. To associate with Allah, and ascribe a partner to Him, is the worst ingratitude. Allah sent 
messengers and revelations, and still they are doing shirk, so Allah will challenge them. Where are those 
partners whom you hoped in? Now you need them desperately, so where are they? This is such humiliation for 
someone dosing shirk, relying on their false gods, and on the Day of Judgement they will be disgraced and 
challenged. Allah will ask them where are those gods for whom you rejected the truth. Some people make 
themselves into their gods, being dictated to buy their own desires. So where are these partners, why aren't 
they protecting you from the punishment, why are they not giving you victory? They will realize they were 
wrong all those years. 

The shirk can have many forms. In this ayah Allah addresses those who are خصيم مبني, arguing and disputing, 
putting their intellect in the forefront, debating against the truth, because they made themselves so big. The 
word تَُشاقُّوَن shadow a split, with the truth on one side, and the falsehood on the other.
This question needs no answer, it is an accusation which has a very obvious answer. They will confess their 
sins, and admit their evil. 



َقاَل الَِّذيَن أُوتُوا اْلِعْلَم
At this point, those with knowledge will speak up. On the Day of Judgement no 
one can even speak without the permission of Allah. The mushrikeen will be so 
confused, searching for their false gods. So the people who are given 
knowledge in dunya will answer. This is a great honour for them. They spoke 
the truth in dunya, so in akhirah, they will be allowed to speak the truth. Their 
speech has value in dunya and akhirah, because of the knowledge they are 
given. This is such a great privilege. The angels lower their wings for the 
seeker of knowledge. 

وَء َعَلى اْلَكاِفِريَن إِنَّ اْلِخزَْي اْليَوَْم َوالسُّ
The disgrace and humiliation, the punishment is upon the disbelievers on the Day of Judgement. This 
statement is based on the knowledge they acquired in dunya. On the other hand, the honour and reward is for 
the believers. The kafir is the one who is ungrateful, by rejecting the truth, and by doing shirk. 

This is the recompense for the مستكبرين. 
  

The ones whom the 
angels take in death 

[while] wronging 
themselves, and [who] 
then offer submission, 
[saying], "We were not 

doing any evil." But, yes! 
Indeed, Allah is Knowing 
of what you used to do.

16:28

Just as the process of manufacturing the honey takes time, and cannot be hastened, so the sweetness of the 
faith takes time. If you want to taste the honey, be patient. 

الَِّذيَن تَتَوَفَّاُهُم امْلاََلِئَكُة
Allah now tells us the condition of the mushrikeen at the time of death. The sequence is described backwards, 
first Allah tells us their recompense, then the scene of their death. The angels of death come to take their 
souls, their life term is finished. Just as the time of birth is when the full term of the baby in the womb is 
finished, so the time of death is when the full term of life on earth is complete. Now it's time for the transition 
into the next world, that of Barzakh. 

ظَامِلِي أَنفُِسِهْم
They had wronged themselves, were in state of the worst injustice at the time 
when the angels come, their evil at its peak. Allah subjected the whole 
universe for them so that they would worship Him with ease, but they 

transgressed, 
and were 
ungrateful. 

 العبرة بالخواتيم
The deciding factor for your ultimate abode is 
the end of your life, it reveals the reality of the 
person. The last moment of life is the most 
important. These people are doing the worst 
deed, shirk, in the last moment of their lives.  

 يَرْفَعِ اهللَُّ الَِّذيَن آَمنُوا ِمنُكْم
 َوالَِّذيَن أُوتُوا اْلِعْلَم َدرََجاٍت
Allah will exalt those who 
have believed among you 
and those who were given 

knowledge, by degrees
سورة املجادلة

58:11

رَْك َلظُْلٌم َعِظيٌم إِنَّ الشِّ
Indeed, Joining others in 
worship with Allah is great 

injustice.
 سورة لقمان

31:13
The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said : 

 وَقاَل رَُسوُل اهللَِّ َصلَّى اهللَُّ َعَليِْه َوَسلََّم إِذَا أَرَاَد اهللَُّ َعزَّ َوَجلَّ ِبَعبٍْد َخيْرًا
 َعَسَلُه ِقيَل َوَما َعَسُلُه. َقاَل يَفْتَحُ اهللَُّ َعزَّ َوَجلَّ َلُه َعَماًل َصالًِحا َقبَْل َمْوِتِه

ثُمَّ يَْقِبُضُه َعَليِْه.
رواه أحمد 17330 وصححه األلباني في السلسلة الصحيحة 1114

When Allah intends good for His slave, He sweetens him. It 
was asked, what does sweetening mean? He replied, 

Allaah guides him to do righteous deeds before he dies, 



َلَم  فَأَْلَقوُا السَّ
This person, who never submitted in his life, will surrender his soul at the 
angels command. It is like a trap which the police would lay for a criminal, 
surrounding him, and making him helpless, and ordering him to surrender. 

 َما ُكنَّا نَْعَمُل ِمن ُسوٍء
They will forget their false gods at the time of death, and deny that they did 
anything wrong. They will be as if someone is dreaming, and wakes up 
suddenly, disoriented. 

بََلىٰ إِنَّ اهللََّ َعلِيٌم ِبَما ُكنتُْم تَْعَمُلوَن
Allah is the All-Knower of all their actions in life, their shirk and arrogance. They may have forgotten, but Allah 
remembers them. 

The arrogant person sees himself as so big and 
important, they put this delusional impression of 
their greatness in front of their eyes, which 
makes them argumentative and stubborn. They 
will carry the physical burden of their sins like 
cattle and livestock. The foundations of their kufr 
will collapse, making their plot fall on their heads. 
Their recompense is suitable for their sins, and 
their reality will be exposed to everyone. They 
will be resurrected as ants on the Day of 
Judgement, humiliated and berated. 

Their denial will not benefit them, and they will 
come on the Day of Judgement  denying their 
book of records. They will insist that they will only 
accept their own witness, so Allah will place a 
seal on their mouths, and their limbs will speak. 

Allah wants everyone to realize their recompense is just, so the kafir will now admit his sin. The believer 
always feels like he is sinning, so he submits to Allah in life. 

So enter the gates of Hell 
to abide eternally therein, 
and how wretched is the 

residence of the arrogant.
16:29

فَاْدُخُلوا أَبْوَاَب َجَهنََّم
After they confess, they will be 
told to enter the gates of the  
hellfire. It has seven gates, 
each gate is for a particular 

sin, so each will enter from the gate which suits their sin. In the same way, 
Jannah has eight gates, each for a particular good deed. 

َخالِِديَن ِفيَها
Those who do shirk will remain in the hellfire forever. He really wronged 
himself. Why didn't he accept the message of the messengers? Why didn't 
he have taqwa? Why didn't he believe in ال إله إال اهلل? Why was he خصيم مبني? 

 ثُمَّ َلْم تَُكن ِفتْنَتُُهْم إاِلَّ أَن َقاُلوا
َواهللَِّ َربِّنَا َما ُكنَّا ُمْشرِِكنَي
Then there will be no 

[excuse upon] examination 
except they will say, "By 
Allah , our Lord, we were 

not those who associated."
 سورة األَنَْعام

6:23

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said : 
 يُحشر املتكبرون يوم القيامة أمثال الذرِّ في ُصَور الرجال
 يغشاهم الذل من كل مكان فيساقون إلى سجن في جهنم

 يسمى بولس تعلوهم نار األنيار يسقون من عصارة أهل النار
 طينة الخبال.

 رواه الترمذي ( 2492 ) وحسنه األلباني في صحيح الترمذي ( 2025)
On the Day of Resurrection, the arrogant will be 

gathered like ants in the form of men. Humiliation will 
overwhelm them from all sides. They will be driven to a 
prison in Hell called Bawlas, with the hottest fire rising 
over them, and they will be given to drink of the juice of 

the inhabitants of Hell, which is teenat al-khabaal.

 َلَها َسبَْعُة أَبْوَاٍب لُِّكلِّ بَاٍب مِّنُْهْم
ُجزٌْء مَّْقُسوٌم

It (Hell) has seven gates, for 
each of those gates is a 

(special) class (of sinners) 
assigned.

سورة الحجر 
15:44



فََلِبئَْس َمثْوَى امْلُتََكبِِّريَن
How evil is the final abode of the arrogant! The hellfire is a place of sorrow and misery, all negative feelings. In 
dunya, they saw themselves as bigger than others, and in akhirah, they will be tiny ants. The مستكبر is the 
falsely arrogant one in dunya. 

One of the names of Allah is املتكبر, the arrogance only suits His majesty. 


