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They are, [in fact], dead, 
not alive, and they do not 
perceive when they will be 

resurrected.
16:21

People do shirk because they are hasty, and run after tangible pictures. The false idols have no feelings, they 
don't know when the Day of Judgement will be established. When you invoke Allah, your dua is given strength 
by the love you have for Allah, the hope in His reward, and the fear of His wrath. So it is a waste to invoke 
these false idols. Gratitude is a feeling of being overwhelmed by the blessings of Allah. Ingratitude is to be 
hasty, worshipping someone rather than Allah. This is the worst ingratitude. 

Your god is one God. But 
those who do not believe 

in the Hereafter - their 
hearts are disapproving, 
and they are arrogant.

16:22

إِلَُٰهُكْم إِلٌَٰه َواِحٌد
Allah is reminding you of your 
 the One you should be ,إله

devoted to. All your actions and words should be directed to His pleasure. Don't be scattered, focus on the 
One. This is gratitude. The greatest blessing is that you have only One Master. Imagine if there were so many 
gods you had to please, you would be torn apart. One would be pleased with you, while the other would be 
displeased, they would fight for supremacy among each other, leaving you disturbed. 

Allah told us in the beginning of the surah, that
 there is no deity   أنَُّه اَل إِلََٰه إاِلَّ أَنَا فَاتَُّقوِن   
except Me; so fear Me. (16:2) There is no one you 
must worship but Allah. People who don't worship 
Allah alone, will never be satisfied with one of any 
of the false gods, so they have several of them. The 
people who believe in the One, their love and belief 
is so strong, because they focus on the One. 

Allah doesn't accept your shirk, and will leave you 
with whether you associate with Him. 

The أهل العقول, those with intellect, devote themselves to the One. They attach to Allah with love, while 
magnifying Him. They direct all their emotions and actions to Allah. All your needs will be fulfilled by the One. 

 فَالَِّذيَن اَل يُؤِْمنُوَن ِباآْلِخرَِة
Those who invoke others rather than Allah, don't believe in the Day of Judgement. So the people are divided 
into two groups. One group is guided and grateful, worshipping the One إله, the Creator, the Provider and 
Sustainer, and they devote all their actions to Him. The other group are ungrateful, they don't worship Allah 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said : 
رِْك َمْن َعِمَل  رََكاِء َعِن الشِّ  َقاَل اهللَُّ تَبَارََك َوتََعاَلى أَنَا أَْغنَى الشُّ

َعَمالً أَْشرََك ِفيِه َمِعي َغيِْري تَرَْكتُُه َوِشرَْكُه
صحيح مسلم ، حديث 2985# 

Allah the Mighty and Exalted said : I am the One, One 
Who does not stand in need of a partner. If anyone 
does anything in which he associates anyone else 
with Me, I shall abandon him with one whom he 

associates with Allah.



alone, they associate with Him. This is as if they don't believe in the recompense. When you worship Allah 
alone, you believe that one day Allah will account you 
for your deeds. 

ُقُلوبُُهم مُّنِكرَةٌ َوُهم مُّْستَْكِبرُوَن
Allah describes their hearts as refusing to believe in the 
truth, denying ال إله إال اهلل. These are stubborn and 
ungrateful hearts. The disbeliever is hasty; the result of 
worshipping Allah and believing in the Day of 
Judgement is shown later, in the hereafter. But the 
disbeliever wants instant and tangible results. 
Arrogance is a sickness of the heart.

The one who is stubborn will be faced with all the 
evidence of Allah, but the arrogant one will reject and 
deny the truth. This is why taqwa is important. 

Assuredly, Allah knows 
what they conceal and 

what they declare. Indeed, 
He does not like the 

arrogant.
16:23

There is no doubt that Allah 
knows what they conceal and 
what they reveal. Allah knows 
everyone inside-out. Allah uses 

the word يسرون because He knows all the secrets of the heart. For Allah, the سر and the عالنية are the same. 
We must work on our insides, which Allah can see. 

Gratitude is an overwhelming feeling in the heart, which is manifest in the 
outer worship. 

The condition of an arrogant and stubborn person is rejecting the truth, and 
being disobedient. This person will never go forward. He will see himself as 

better than others and this feeling will always 
make him argue and dispute. This is like 
Iblees, who argued so much with Allah. 
Allah doesn't like the one who is arrogant 
from worshipping Him, and from being 
ungrateful. The cause of خصيم مبني is مستكبرين. To be submissive and obedient 
and grateful makes you so soft. Allah didn't just give you the essential 
blessings, He gave you extra, He gave you adornment and beauty too. Look 
at all the creation subjected to you. They are not arrogant, and do the job 
Allah assigned them to do. Thai makes your heart soften. 

The solution for إستكبار is سمعنا وأطعنا. 

The love of Allah is praise, and the hatred of Allah is dispraise. Allah doesn't 
like arrogant people, so the whole universe dislikes them too. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said : 
ال يدخل الجنة من كان في قلبه مثقال ذرة من كبر. 
He who has, in his heart, an ant's weight of 

arrogance will not enter Jannah.
Someone said : ًإن الرجل يحب أن يكون ثوبه حسنا 

ونعله حسناً؟
A man likes to wear beautiful clothes and shoes?

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم said :
إن اهلل جميل يحب الجمال الكبر بطر الحق وغمط الناس.

Allah is Beautiful, He loves beauty. Arrogance 
means ridiculing and rejecting the Truth and 

despising people.
رواه مسلم ، رياض الصالحني ، كتاب #1، حديث 612#

 َوإِن تَْجَهْر ِباْلَقوِْل فَِإنَُّه يَْعَلُم
رَّ َوأَْخفَى السِّ

And if you speak aloud - 
then indeed, He knows the 
secret and what is [even] 

more hidden.
 سورة طه
20:7The Messenger of Allah صلى 

 : said اهلل عليه و سلم
 الَ يَْدُخُل اْلَجنََّة َمْن َكاَن ِفي َقْلِبِه 

 ِمثَْقاُل ذَرٍَّة ِمْن ِكبٍْر.
91c# رواه مسلم ، حديث

He who has in his heart the 
weight of a mustard seed of 

pride shall not enter 
Paradise.



And when it is said to 
them, "What has your 

Lord sent down?" They 
say, "Legends of the 

former peoples"
16:24

جزاء املستكبرين في الدنيا 
واآلخرة  24-29

Ayaat 24-29 are telling us about the recompense of the arrogant people in dunya and akhirah. 

َوإِذَا ِقيَل َلُهم
The arrogant people are advised by pious people, and the messengers. Allah shows us their heart by telling us 
their answer. 

مَّاذَا أَنزََل َربُُّكْم
Allah sends us so many blessings and goodness, the biggest blessings being the wahi and the Qura'an. The 
whole Qura'an tells us about ال إله إال اهلل  فَاتَُّقون. But these arrogant people say something different. 

َقاُلوا أََساِطيُر اأْلَوَّلنَِي
We should be thankful for all the blessings, but instead of submitting and acknowledging it, they give an evil 
answer, calling the Qura'an the stories of ancient people. They dismiss in this inconsequential way the greatest 
blessing, the wahi, with which the Qura'an was sent to us. They show ingratitude, by not admitting that their 
Rabb is reforming them, for taqwa. 

They lie by saying that the Qura'an is just stories from the past, taken by the Prophet Mohammad صلى اهلل عليه و 
 They are arrogant, and argumentative. They show their disbelief and ingratitude. Why do the disbeleievers .سلم
always dismiss the Qura'an in this way? Because when you say it is only a story, you don't activate the mind. If 
you say it is a message or a warning, then that makes people listen attentively to every word. They want to 
convince themselves that they are stories, although they know it's the truth. They are trying to convince 
themselves that it is not important, so that they don't have to bother with it, dismissing it as insignificant. Their 
answer really shows their arrogance and stubborn behavior. 

This claim of theirs makes no sense. The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم could not read and write, and 
had no access to the stories of the past. 

That they may bear their 
own burdens in full on the 
Day of Resurrection and 
some of the burdens of 

those whom they misguide 
without knowledge. 

Unquestionably, evil is that 
which they bear.

16:25



لِيَْحِمُلوا أَْوزَارَُهْم َكاِمَلًة يَوَْم اْلِقيَاَمِة
This is their recompense. They will carry the loads of 
their sins like cattle. Every false statement they make 
will be a sin which they will have to carry on the Day 
of Judgement. The  sins will be physical loads on that 
day. Every false word is a load to be carried on the 
Day of Judgement. 

َوِمْن أَْوزَاِر الَِّذيَن يُِضلُّونَُهم ِبَغيِْر ِعْلمٍ
They will carry their own burdens as well as those of 
the people they mislead by their words. 

Those with taqwa, 
the muttaqeen, 
don't follow blindly. 
They are very 
cautious of their 
actions and utterances, basing them on evidence. 

These people are only following their desires, and are loud and visible, so 
they are followed blindly by those who don't have knowledge. So they will 
have to carry the burden of the sins of the people who follow their words as 
well as their own sins. 

Those who have knowledge and still follow the falsehood, will carry their own 
sins independently. 

أاََل َساَء َما يَِزُروَن
What an evil burden they will carry on the Day of Judgement, their own and the load of their followers. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said : 
 من دعا إلى هدى كان له من األجر مثل أجور من تبعه ال
 ينقص ذلك من أجورهم شيئاً، ومن دعا إلى ضاللة كان
 عليه من اإلثم مثل آثام من تبعه ال ينقص ذلك من آثامهم

شيئاً.
رواه مسلم ، رياض الصالحني ، كتاب #1، حديث 174# 

If anyone calls others to follow right guidance, his 
reward will be equivalent to those who follow him (in 

righteousness) without their reward being 
diminished in any respect, and if anyone invites 

others to follow error, the sin, will be equivalent to 
that of the people who follow him (in sinfulness) 

without their sins being diminished in any respect. َوالَِّذيَن يَُقوُلوَن َربَّنَا َهْب َلنَا 
يَّاِتنَا ُقرَّةَ أَْعنُيٍ  ِمْن أَزَْواِجنَا َوذُرِّ

َواْجَعْلنَا لِْلُمتَِّقنَي إَِماًما
And those who say, "Our 

Lord, grant us from among 
our wives and offspring 
comfort to our eyes and 

make us an example for the 
righteous."
سورة الفرقان 
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