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And He has cast into the 
earth firmly set mountains, 

lest it shift with you, and 
[made] rivers and roads, 
that you may be guided

16:15

َوأَْلَقىٰ ِفي اأْلَرِْض َرَواِسيَ
Allah has cast mountains on the 
earth. Allah didn't say جبال, but 
 which ,راسي the plural form of ,َرَواِسي
means an anchor. The earth cannot 
be stable without the maintains, 
holding it firm, like anchors, holding 
a ship firm in the waters. In another 
ayah, Allah describes mountains as 
pegs. This is a favour we are 
unaware of. 

أَن تَِميَد ِبُكْم
Just as the seas are subjected to the human being, he can eat from it, extract jewels from it, and sail on it, so 
the earth has also been subjected to the human being, to live on, walk and run, build and construct. Without 
the mountains, the earth would be unstable, and shake all the time, making it impossible for mankind to 
survive on it. This is for our benefit. You. An live in comfort on earth, not afraid that it will start shaking any 
moment. All this is so that we are grateful to Allah, and show our gratitude by worshipping Him. Your shukr 
must be manifest in worship. 

َوأَنَْهارًا َوُسباًُل
The other things that Allah cast upon the earth are the rivers and roads. Rivers flow above the ground, carrying 
water to lands which need it. The rivers flow from one place to another, as a means of connection as well. 
They can be used for transport. 

The roads, another means of transport, are also going from place to place. They are created by Allah, although 
humans construct them. A mountainous place has passes for easy access. 

The mountains, rivers and roads form a map for you, they guide you to the correct path to reach your 
destination in dunya. In the same way, Allah guides you to the correct path for your akhirah too. Although Allah 
is able to guide everyone, He gave the human being the honour to choose his own way. 

لََّعلَُّكْم تَْهتَُدوَن
For guidance, we need transport and a map. In dunya, you have to choose the roads and ways, according to 
maps, making the right choice to reach your destination. Although the maps are there, you must rely on Allah 
to make you choose the right way. In the same way, you must rely on Allah to show you the right way in 
akhirah, leading you to Jannah. The Qura'an is our map, our means of guidance. 



And landmarks. And by the 
stars they are [also] guided.
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َوَعاَلَماٍت
We also need landmarks to be 
guided on earth. When his are 
giving someone directions, you give 
them landmarks. Allah gave us 

mountains, rivers, roads, and signposts as well as landmarks. 

َوِبالنَّْجمِ ُهْم يَْهتَُدوَن
The stars are yet another means of guidance; in the sky. In daylight, the stars cannot be seen, although they 
are there, but at night, they shine bright, guiding the wayfarer. In the day, we can follow the roads and 
landmarks and signposts to find our way. So Allah guides us day and night. 

Think of the darkness of the night as trials and calamities, and the stars as the messengers and prophets, sent 
to guide us. In the darkness, we must blindly follow the stars, knowing that by doing so, we will never get lost. 

All this should evoke our gratitude. In the times of ease, of light, follow the roads. In the times of calamities, of 
darkness, follow the stars. We are as travelers in life. 

Then is He who creates like 
one who does not create? So 

will you not be reminded?
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أَفََمن يَْخُلقُ َكَمن الَّ يَْخُلقُ
All the creation is for the benefit of 
the human being. Allah is the 
Creator, He subjected the universe 
for you. Can He be equal with 

someone who cannot even create a fly?? People associate partners with Allah, so Allah mentions all the 
blessings He bestowed upon mankind, and then questions how someone can equate the Creator with the 
creation. This is a beautiful way in which Allah brings the point of shirk into focus. 

رُوَن أَفاََل تَذَكَّ
No one deserves your worship except Allah. People commit shirk because they are hasty, and are attracted to 
the tangible things, so they worship idols and other false gods. They take this as a shortcut. The human beings 
forget why they are doing shirk, so Allah beings us back. The own who is not the creator, doesn't deserve 
anything from you. Take this admonition, and remember. The idols are not creators, so why are you 
worshipping them? Only Allah is the Creator, He sustains and guides and disposes the affairs of the creation. 

And if you should count the 
favors of Allah , you could not 
enumerate them. Indeed, Allah 

is Forgiving and Merciful.
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َوإِن تَُعدُّوا ِنْعَمَة اهللَِّ اَل تُْحُصوَها
Allah showers you with blessings day and night. This makes the feeling of servitude to Allah remain. Allah 
mentions the countless blessings in singular form, putting them all together. You cannot surround the blessings 
of Allah. Each blessing carries countless other detailed blessings within it. You are disabled from counting 
them, so how would you be able to thank Allah enough for them? This makes you feel so small and humble. 
There may be some blessing you are underestimating, and some which you are not acknowledging, some you 
are not even recognizing as a blessing. 

We need Allah to help us express our gratitude. You can't rely on yourself, you need to feel disabled. When 
you think you can do something yourself, that is when you are actually disabling yourself. 

إِنَّ اهللََّ َلَغفُوٌر رَِّحيٌم
Allah forgives you for this shortcoming of yours. Don't ever think you can be grateful on your own. Allah covers 
your sins for you, and has mercy upon you. He forgives you for not giving thanks, not cutting the blessing nor 
punishing you. The gratitude is manifest in feelings of guilt for your shortcomings. The one who is grateful is 
like the bees, working hard to express his appreciation for the blessings. 

Just think only of the blessings which are apparent, they are more and more and more. This makes you feel so 
humble and tiny. Don't argue about every small matter. When you thank Allah for one blessing, He showers 
you with countless more! This is our Rabb! He appreciated a little thanks from you, rewarding you endlessly. 

Gratitude is not just words, it's a feeling in the heart, an overwhelming feeling of inability to give thanks for all 
that Allah gives you. This feeling results in an increase in good deeds. 

And Allah knows what you 
conceal and what you declare.
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Allah knows the secrets that you 
hide. Allah wants your feelings. 
Faith, gratitude, patience, all are 
unseen emotions. Worship should 
be with feelings, not a mechanical 
act. 

Allah knows whatever you conceal and reveal, He knows you inside and out. Shukr is a feeling in the heart, 
and is apparent outside too, with your actions. In order to get to the level of ihsan, you need shukr and dhikr. 

Allah is telling you this so that you be aware of your reactions, and have taqwa. Allah will recompense you 
according to your heart. 

And those they invoke other 
than Allah create nothing, and 
they [themselves] are created.
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Not only are the idols created, but 
they are not living either. How can 
you worship objects?? These false 
gods have no attributes of 
perfection. Even the people in 
graves, whom some worship, are 
dead, can't do anything. People who 

do shirk are actually hasty. The basic quality of the إله is creation, which these false idols don't have. 




